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DEDICATION. 



Mt Dear Ljldt Franklin, 

There is no one to whom I could with so mack pro- 
priety or willingness dedicate my Journal as to you. For you 
it was originally written, and to please you it now appears in 

print. >::y\ •.; \/^'-r-:/ 

To our mutual friend; '-SfeBRXlilsr O^ORwi; 1 ! &m greatly 
obliged for his kindness in seeing if l}i}r^ugl Mite press — a labor 
I could not have settled dowii (oio ^on' kfitt my return; and 
also for pointing out some ^oxx^Ssi^bS' and ^technicalities which 
would have rendered parts' Vf it' unintelligible to an ordinary 
reader. These kind hints have been but partially attended to, 
and, as time presses, it appears with the mass of its original 
Imperfections, as when you read it in manuscript. Such as 
it is, however, it affords me this valued opportunity of assur- 
ing you of the real gratification I feel in having been instru- 
mental in accomplishing an object so dear to you. To ypur 
devotion and self-sacrifice the world is indebted for the deeply 
interesting revelation unfolded by the voyage of the *Fox.' 

Believe me to be, 

With sincere respect, most faithfully yours, 

F. L. M'OLINTOOK. 

L<mdon, 2ith Nov,, 1859. 
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Ship's Steward, di«d'14th ^vtnk, 196% 

(Scurvy). 
Chief QuarternMia'ter. 
Quartermaster. 
*f 

Boatpwalti's Mate. 
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OFFICIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE 
^ SERVICES OF THE YACHT *FOX.' 



Adxiraltt, LoNiijir, 
Sib, . 2ith Oct,, 186». 

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to acquaint yon, that, in consideration of the im- 
portant services performed by yon in bringing home the only 
authentic intelligence of the death of the late Sir John Frank- 
lin, and of the fate of the crews of the 'Erebus' and 'Terror,' 
Her Majesty has been pleased, by her Order in Council of the 
22nd instant, to sanction the time during which you were > ab- 
sent on these discoveries in the Arctic Regions, viz., from th? 
30th June, 1857, to the 21st of September, 1859; to reckon as 
time served by a captain in command of one of Her Majesty's 
ships, and my Lords have given the necessary directions ac- 
cordingly. 

I am, Sir, 

Your very humble servant, 

W. G. ROMAIJTB, 

Secretary to the AdmiraUy, 
Captain FranoiB L. M'Glintoek, B»K, 
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PREFACE 
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fefi following narrative of the bold adventure 
which has suGcessfully revealed the last discoveries 
and the fate of Franklin, is published at the request 
of the friends of that illustrious navigator. The gal- 
lant M'Clintock, when he penned his Journal amid the 
Arctic ices, had no idea whatever of publishing it ; 
and yet there can be no doubt that the reader will* 
peruse with the deepest interest the simple tale of how, 
in a litttle vessel of one hundred and seventy tons 
burden, he and his well-chosen companions have 
cleared up this great mystery. 

To the honor of the British nation, and also let it 
be said to that of the United States of America, many 
have been the efforts made to discover the route fol» 
lowed by our missing explorers. The highly deserv- 
ing men who have so zyealously searched the Arfctio 
seas and lands in this cause must now rejoice, l^hat 
after all their anxious toils, the merit of rescuing from 
the frozen North the record of the last days of Frank- 
lin has fallen to the ^hare of his noble-minded widow. 

Lady Franklin has, indeed, well shown what a de- 
voted and true-hearted English woman can accomplish. 

(11) 
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The moment that relics of the expedition commanded 
by her husband were brought home (in 1854) by Rae. 
and that she heard of the account given to him by the 
Esquimaux of a large party of Englishmen having 
been seen struggling with difficulties on the ice near 
the mouth of the Back or Great ftish River, she re- 
solved to expend all her available means (already much 
exhausted in four other indepeodent expeditions) in 
an exploration of the limited area to which the seaxch 
must thenceforward be necessarily restricted. 

Whilst the supporters of Lady Franklin's efforts 
were of opinion that the GovBrnment ought to have 
undertaken ^ search, the extent of which was, for thd 
first time, definitely limited, it is but rendering justice 
. to the then Prime Minister* to state, that he hsid every 
desire to carry out the wishes of the men of seiencef 
who appealed to him, arid that he was precluded from 
acceding to their petition, by nothing but the strongly 
expressed opinion of official authorities, that after so 
many failures, the Government were no longer justi- 
fied in sending out more brave men to encounter fresh 
dangers in a cause which was viewed as hopelesSi, 



* Viscount Palm'6r*ton. 

t See the Memorial (Appendix^ addressed to the First dlionl 
of the Treasury, Jieaded by Admiral Sir F. Beaufort, General 
Sabine, and many other men of science, and which, as President 
of the Royal Geographical Society, I presented to the Prime 
MiWster ; and also the speech of Lord Wrottesly, the Presidient 
of tlise BoyaL Society, who, In the absence of the lamented Earl 
of BUesmere, brought the subject earnestly under %h^ ^notit^ 
of the Houae of Lords on the 18th of July, 1856. 



• 

t^. ]?f the^ sole Dg^ns, o# ei^(iea,TOriflg' tp bring to li^ 
Hbe true history of hjei? husband's voyage a^sd fel^. 
' Looking to.tjie, listj of Naval wortLifajTurKoj (Jui^i^g 
t^e pf eeeding years, had been explo^ng the Arotia 
B^onsj La^y.^r^lPikyi^ was highly gr^tjifi^ vibm sfee 
oll^ned th^i wilii^g a^yioea ^f O^ptoin^ M^Clintpofe 
tQ, oommaji^ tfee ya^ht 'Fox/ which sl|e l^d pur- 
<jliased; fpn that offioer had sigi^ally distinguiahegj 
Jiiniself in the voyages of Sir John Boss and.. Cap^^u 
^>pw -44oiiral) Austin, and. especially ix^ ^ia et^tepjisiiy^ 
journeys on the ice, when associiated with Captain 
Kellett, With such ^ leader, she could notj but eft* 
tartain sanguine hopes of gudcess when *the fast a^il 
welladapted little vessel sailed from Aberdeep on thi^ 
lat of Jujy, 1867, upon this eventful enterprise. 

Deep^ indeed, w^%»,4^e mortification experienced by 
every one who shared the feelings and anticipations 
of La4y Franklin when the untoward news came, in 
the summer of 1868, that, the preceding winter having 
aet in earlier than usual, the 'Fox' had b^en besat m 
the ice off Melville Bay, on the coast of Greenland; 
and after a dreary winter, various narrow escapes, and 
eight months of imprisonment, had been carried back 
by the floating ice nearly twelve hundred geographical 
miles— even to GSJ^^N. lat. in the Atlantic I (See. the 
woodcut map, No. 1.) 

But although the good litle yacht had been most 
roughly handled among the ice-floes (see Frontispiece), 
we were cheered, up by the informtition froiqi Disco, 
that, with the exception of the death of the engine- 



14 PRBPACE.. 

driver in consequence of a fall into ^;he hold/ the crew 
were in stout health and full of energy, and .that, 
provided with sufficient fiiel and provisions, a good 
supply of sledging dogs, two tried Esquimaux, and 
the excellent interpreter Petersen the Dane,* ample 
grounds yet remained to lead us to hope for a suc- 
cessful issue. Above all, we were encouraged by the 
proofe of the self-possession and calm resolve of 
M'Olintock, who held steadily to the accomplishment 
of his original project ; the more so, as he had then 
tested and recognized the value. of the services of 
Lieutenant (now Commander) Hobson, his able second 
in command ; of Captain Allen Young, his generous 
volunteer associate ;t and of Dr. Walker, his accom- 
plished Surgeon. ^ 

Despite, 'however, of these reassuring data, many 
an advocate of this search was anxiously alive to the 
chance of the failure of the venture of one unassisted 
yacht, which after sundry mishaps was again starting 
to cross Baffin's Bay, with the foreknowledge that, 
when she reached the opposite coast, the real diffi- 
culties of the enterprise were to commence. 

Any such misgivings were happily illusory ;< and 



* Since bis return to Copenhagen, Petersen has "b^een wor- 
thily honored by his Sovereign with the silver cross of Danne- 
brog. 

t Captain Allen Young, of the merchant marine, not only 
threw his services into this cause, and subscribed £500 in fur- 
therance of the expedition, but, abandoning lucrative ap- 
pointments in command, generously accepted a subordinate 
post. 
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tiie reader -who fbllowB M'Clmlock aoroBs tlie ''middle 
ice" o£ Baffin's Baj to Pond Inlet, thence to Beechey 
Islioid^ down a • portion of Peel Strait, and then 
through the hitherto tmnavigated waters of Bellot 
Strait in one snmmer season, may reasonably expect 
the suceess which followed. 

Wbitet the revelatian obtained from the long-sought 
records, which were discovered. by Lieutenant Hobson, 
ia QijD^t aatis&otory to t those who speculated on the 
probability of Franklin having, in the first insftance, 
tried to force his way northwards through Wellington 
Channel (as we now learn he did), those who held a 
different hypothesis, namely, that he foll^ed hji 
instructions, which directed him to the S. W., may 
at^^j 
s^Khe 
finally beset in K lat. 70^ 05',* 

At the same time, the public should fully under- 
stand^ the motive which prompted the supporters of 

* For a r/ram/ of aU the plans of research and the speonla- 
tions of Boamen and geographers, see the interesting and most 
nsefal Tolnme of Mr. John Brown, entitled, "The North-'West 
Passage and Search after Sir John Franklin," 1858. In an Ap* 
pendix to this work, we learn that, from the earliest Polar re- 
searches bj John Cabot, at the end of the 15th centnrj, to the 
Tcyage of M'Clintock, there have been about 130 expeditions, 
iUnstrated bj 250 books and printed documents, of which 150 
have been issued in England. Amidst the rarious recent pub- 
lications, it is but rendering justice to Dr. King, the former 
companion of Sir George Back, to state that he . suggested and 
alirajs maintained the necessity of a search for the missing 
navigators at or near the mouth of the Back River. 



be amply satisfied that^^he J^ldi^iPHg i^ason 
ships did pursue this s^Kherly course till they ittM^ 



« 



It 

J^j FraxdfliA Iq fdTowttog tiro last wmxA. Put- 
isg^ aside t}id bope which aooooe of tistentertakiedy that 
a few of th& yottug^ meu of thei niasing ejcpedttioa 
might st^l hc^ £^i»d to.W living among the Saq[ai- 
Bxaiu;, we had &sr^srj reasKm to <expect thai if the 
ships were discovered; the acioiitifiQ docaneate'dP the 
voyage, including valvmUo magnetio observatioiis, 
i^f^iUd b{e recjovewcl 

j^n.theabfiic^iioe of Hm\x good &rtTuie we maj, how- 
ever, well be gladd.Qiied by the discovery of that one 
precious dpcumeo^t which gives. «fi a trua outline^ of 
t^e voyage of th^ ' Erebw' and / Twrnor.' 
_^That ^ reader may comprebe&d the vast esctent 
q{ sea traversed by Fraxiklin in tfafi two siunmezs^ 
pre l^s^ship^jv^e^ b^l^a small map (Noy ^ is 
'VintrodiLoed represeikt]^ all the laadei and 8$a» 
^Wl^ Arctic Begions to. the west of Lancaster Sound 

« wlSh wejQ known and laid doifim when he. sailed. 

* ThjS: dotted lines and arrows, which extend from the 
then known seas and lands into the xmknown waters 
or . blank spaces on this -old map, indicate Exaajdin's 
route, the novelty, range, r^pidity^ and boldness of 
whwjh, as thus delineated, may well surprise the 
g«>grapher^ and even the most enterprising Arctic 
sailor* For, those who have not closely attejnded 

* The lette.ir A in Baffin's Bay C^g* IJ indioMea tb« spbtwhaMi 
Franklin was last seen. In fig. 2, B is th? winter rettdesvona. 
at Beeohey Island; C, the greatest northing of the ej^peditlon, 
' viz., 770 N. lat, ;' Z, the final heset of the * Erehna' and * Terror* ; 
the extreme north and sonth points of their yoyagQ being i»pr«n 
sented by two amiOl shipy. 



t9tlieTkralte of oUi«r Aristl^fptfyi^^^h^ inttfromi^ 
Ihirt rarely has in expedition in the fir&t ye«r abooitt- 
'plia*ied more by its ghipgr than the eatablishing of 
go^ winidr -quarters, from whence the real res^ireboi 
began by Bledge*wori£ in the ensuing spring. Frank* 
lin, however, not only re^ehed Beechey Island, but 
aiscended Wellington Channel, then an unknown -aea^ 
to 77° N. lat., a more northern latitude in this meri- 
dian than that attained long afterward in shipB by 
Sir Edward Belcher, and miich to the north of the 
points reached byCenny and De Haven, Next, though 
meet scantily pr6vided with steam-power, Frankliu 
navigated round Oomwallis's Land, whioh he thiii 
proved to be an island* The last discovery of a 
navigable channel throughouit» betweei^ ComwaMl 
and Bathurst. Islands, though made in the very SQi0^ 
merhe left England, has remained even totida-day 
unknown to other navigators ! 

IVanklin then, in obedience, to his orders, steered" 
to the southwest. Passing, as M'Clintock believes, 
down Peel's Strait in 1846, and reaching aa far as 
lat 70° 05' N., and long. 98° 23' W., where the shipa 
trere beset, it is clear that he who, with others, had 
previously ascertained the existence of a channel 
along the north coast of America, with which the 
sea wherein he was interred had a direct communica- 
tion, was the Jirsi real discoverer of the North- We^ 
Passage, This great fact must therefore be inscribed 
upon the monument of Franklin. 
'/The adventurous M'Clure, who has been wjorthily. 
honored for working out another North- Wert»fn paas- > 



M^ yrlMk we mom know to h»w^ been of mitawiiftiat 
cUita»* 119 «reU as CoUixifloii^ wlio^ tekiug the 'Satar- 
prise' Al<»ig the north ooast of America, end afterward 
bringing her home, reached with sledges the westeni 
edge of the area reoentlj* laid open bj M'Gintoel^ 
ytW, I have no doubty unite widi their Arotie associ- 
ates,. Bicfaardson^ Gerard Oabom, and M'CHii^ock, ia 
affiming, that ^'Franklin and his foilowerd secured 
the honor for which thej died— that of being the first 
discoverers of the North* West Paasage."t 

Again, when we turn finom the diiooveries of Frank 
lin.to those of M?Ointock, as mqiped in fed colors oa 
the g«2eral mapj^ on which is represented the amomxt 
of outline laid down by all other Arctic exph^ers feoai 
file dajs wh^ these modern researches originated with 
^^ .- : ^ ^ 

t See a most heart-stirriiig sketeh af the iMt TDjag* ttf Wat 
John Franklin, by Captain Sherard Osbom, in iha perio^oal 
Once a week, of the 22d and 29tlx Ootobejr and 5th NoTember 
last. Possessing a thorough acquaintance with the Arctic Be- 
l^fons, the distinguished seaman has shown more than his ordi>* 
VMifcy power of description, in placing before the pubUe his 
conoeption of what may hare been the chief ocourrenoes in th^ 
voyage of the *Brebus' and *7error,' and the last days of 
Franklin, as founded upon an acquaintance with the character 
of the chief and his associates, and the record and relics ob- 
tained by M'Clintook, This sketch is prefaced by a spirited 
and graceful outline of all preyious geographical' discoveries, 
from the day when they were originated by the father of all * 
modem Arctic enterprise, Sir -John Barrow, to whom, and to 
many other eminent persons, from Sir Bdward Parry downward, . 
I have in various Geographical Addresses offered the tribute 
of BiyiidiBircUon. 



8ir 3^im BaiTOW; we i>er<^Yie ihsA, in additioa to ibe 
discovery of the oourse followed by the 'Erebt»' and 
' Terror/ some noost important geographical data have 
"beea acexumJated by the last expedition of Lady 
Fraaklin. 

Thu^ M'Cliutock has proved that the strait named 
by Keuedy in an earlier private expedition of Lady 
Franklin after his companion the brave Lieutenant 
Bellot, and which has hitherto been regarded only as 
an impassable frozen chamiel, or ignored as a channel 
at idl| is a navigate strait, the south shore of which is 
tJuiS'Seen;tp be the northernmost h^ of the continent 
of America* 

If'Qintoek has also laid down the hitherto tmknown 
•ci^aet-line of Boothia^^ southward from Bellot Strait to 
the Magnetic Fole^ hi^ delineated the whole of King 
William's felaud, and opened a new and capacious, 
though ice-choked channel, suspected before^ but not 
prov^, to exist, extending from Victoria Strait in a 
northwest direction to Melville or Parry Sound. The 
latter discovery rewarded the individual exertions of 
Captain Allen Young, but will very properly, at Lady 
Franklin's request, bear the name of the leader of the 
' Fox' expedition, who had himself assigned to it the 
name of the widow of Franklin * 



* In I^is volume before cited, p. 12, Mr. John Brown gave 
strong reasons (whicli he had held for some time) for heliering 
in the existence of the very channel which now bears the name 
of M'Clintook. It is, however, tho, opinion both of that oi&cer 
and his associates, as also of Captain Bherard Osbom, that 
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• Neither has the expedition been unproductive of 
scientific 'results. For, whilst many persons will be 
interested in the popular descriptions of the native 
Esquimaux:, as well as of the lower animals, the man 
of science will hereafter be further gratified by having 
presented to him, in the form of an additional Ap- 
pendix,* most valuable details relating to the zoology, 
botany, meteorology, and especially to the terrestrial 
magnetism, of the region examined. 

Lastly, M^Clintock has convinced himself, that the 
best way of securing the passage of a ship from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, is by following, as ^ear as 
possible, the coast-line of North America : indeed, it 
is his opinion, founded upon a large experience, that 
no passage by a ship can ever be accomplished in a 
more northern direction. This, it is well known, was 
the favorite theory of Franklin, who had himself, 
along with Hichardson, Back, Beechey, Dease, Simp- 
son and Eae, surveyed the whole of that same North 
American coast from the Back or Great Fish Eiver 
to Behring Strait. Thus, when Franklin sailed in 
1845, the discovery of a North- West Passage was 
reduced to the finding a link between the latter sur- 
vey and the discoveries of Parry, who had already, 
to his great renown, opened the first half of a more 

northern course from east to west, when he was 

■ >ik 

Franklin could not have reacliod the spot where his ships were 
beset by proceediag down that ice-choked channel, but that he 
must have sailed down Peel Sound. 

* Much of this Appendix will be prepared by Dr. David 
Walker. ' . 
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nrresfed by the impenetrable ice-barrier at Melville 
Tslahd. 

And here it is to be remembered, that the tract 
in which -the record and the relics have been fotind, 
is just that to which Lady Franklin herself specially 
directed Kenedy, the commander of the ' Prince Al- 
bert/ in her second private expedition in 1852 ; and 
had that intrepid explorer not been induced to search 
northward of Bellot Strait, but had felt himself able 
to follow the course indicated by his sagacious em- 
ployej, there can be no doubt, that much more satis- 
feotory results would have been obtained than those 
which, after a lapse of seven years, have now been 
realized by the undaunted perseverance of Lady 

. Franklin, and the skill and courage of M'Clintook. 
The natural modesty of this commander has, I am 

• "bound to say, prevented his doing common justice, 
in the following journal, to his own conduct — con- 
duct which can be estimated by thosfe only who have 
listened to the testimony of the officers serving with 
and under the man, whose great qualities in moments 
of extreme peril elicited their heartiest admiration and 
ensured their perfect confidence. 

In writing this Preface (which I do at the request 
of the promoters of the last search), I may state that, 
having occupied the Chair of the Eoyal Geographic*! 
Society in 1845, when my cherished friend. Sir John 
Franklin, went forth for the third time to seek a 
North- West passage, it became my bound en duty, in 
subsequent years, when his absence created much 
anxiety, and when I reocempied the same positioB, 
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ardenitly to promote the employment of searching. ex< 
peditions, and warmly to sustain Lady Franklin's 
endeavors in this holy cause. 

Imbued wtb such feelings, I must be - permitted 
to say, that no event in my life gave me purer delight 
than wbjbxt Captain CoUinson, whose labors to support 
and csa^ry out this last search have, been signally ser- 
Tjoeable, forwarded to me a telegram to be communi- 
cated to the British Association eA Aberde^i an- 
aounoing the success of M'Cliatock. That document 
reached Balmoral on the 22d of September lasli^ when 
the men of soieftce were, invited thither by their 
Sovereign. . Great was the satisfaction caused by the 
diffusion of these good tidings among my associates 
(the distinguished Arctic exploreiB Admiral Sir James 
Boas and General Sabine being present) ; and it was 
SDQsl cheermg to us to know> that the Qiieen and our 
*Bayal President* took the deepest interest in this 
intelligence — such as, indeed, they have always evinced 
whenever the search* for the missing navigaiora has 
been brought under their consideration* The imme- 



* At the Aberdeen meeting the Prisee Coo &ort thus spoke : 
"The Aberdeen whaler braves the ioy regions of the Pol^r Sea 
16 Seek and to battle with the great monster of the deep ; he 
hM taaterSalljr assisted In opening these ieebonnd regions to the 
vesearohes o£ aoieiwe ; he fearlessly aidad in. the searoh after 
Bir John Firanklin and his gallant companions whom their 
country sent forth on this mission ; but to whom Providence 
alas ! has denied the reward of their labors, the return to their 
' )tomes, to the Affectionate embrace of their fSsmilies afid fHends, 
.«llA t(h# jacktiMieai^elifa i^a^iiifttefkil lUid«ft.'* 



t^TB and men of the 'Pox', is 4 pleaeing prdof-tiMi* 
this interest is well sustained. 

But. these few introductory sentences must tK>t be 
extended ; and I invite the reader at once to peruse 
the Journal of M'Clintock, which will gratify every 
lover of truthful and ardent research, though it will 
leave him impressed with the sad belief, that the end 
of the companions of Franklin has been truly re- 
corded by the native Esquimaux, who saw these no- 
ble fellows "fall down and die as they walked along 
the ice." 

Looking to the fact, that little or no fresh food 
could, have been obtained by the crews of the 'Ere- 
bus' and 'Terror' during their long imprisonment 
of twenty months, in so frightfully sterile a region as 
that in which the ships were abandoned — ^so sterile 
that it is even deserted by the Esquimaux — and also 
to the want of sustenance in spring at the mouth of 
the Back Biver, all the Arctic naval authorities with 
"wtom I have conversed, coincide with M'Clintock 
and his associates in the belief, that none of the miss- 
ing navigators can now be living. 

Painful as is the realization of this tragic event, let 
us now dwell only on the reflection that, while the 
North- West passage has .been solved by the heroic 
self-sacrifice of Franklin, Crozier, Fitzjam^, and their 
associates, the searches after them, which are now 
terminated, have, at a very small loss of life, not only 
added prodigiously to geographical knowledge, but 
have, in times of peace, been the best school for test- 



4og> by the severasir tJtiala, tbe skill and endarance.of 
SEUt&y a brave aeamaa. In her hoar of need — ^should 
heed arise — England knows that fiuch men will nobly 
•do th^ir duty. 

EODKMOK I. MUROHISON. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Canie of delay in equipment — Fittings of the ^Fox' — Vblnnteen fbr 
Arotie Berrioe — Assistanee from publio departments — Reflections npoil 
Um vadeitaking^^Iiif traeti^BS and departnre — Orkneys and Qi««ti« 
l«Dd^FiD« Arotie seeoery — ^Paai^h establteliineati {q Qre#bl|ui^^ 

Frejlevickshaaby in Daris' Straits^ 

It is now it matter of history how Government and pri- 
Tgte expeditions prosecute^i with unprecedented zeal and 
perseverance, the search for Sir John Franklin's ships, be- 
tween the years 1841-56 ; and that the only ray of infor- 
mation gleaned was that afforded by the inscriptions upon 
three tombstones at Beechey Island, briefly recording the 
names and dates of the deaths of those individuals of the 
lost expedition, who thus early fell in the cause of science 
and of their country. 

In this manner were we made aware of the locality where 
^the Franklin expeditioir passed its first Arctic winter. The 
traces assuring us of that fact, were discovered in August, 
1850, by Captain Oramanney, R. K, of H. M. *. 'As- 
sistance,' and by Captain Penny, of the * Lady Franklin.' 

In October, 1854, Dr. Rae brought home the only add*- 

(31) 
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tional information respecting them which has ever reached 
us. From the Esquimaux of Boothia Felix he learned that 
a party of about forty white men were met on the west coast 
of King William's Island, aud from tliepce traveled on to the 
mouth of the Great Fish River, where they all perished 
of starvation, and that this tragic event occurrefl apparently 
in the spring of 1850. "^ 

Some relics obtained from ti>ese natives, and brought home 
by Dr. Rae, were proved to have belonged to Sir John 
Franklin and several ol his associates. 

. The Government caused an exploring party to descend 
the Fish River in 1865 ; but, although sufficient traces were 
found to prove that some portion of the crews of the ' Ere- 
bus' and * Terror' had actually landed on the bank of that 
river, and traces existed of them up to Franklin Rapids, no 
j^dditional information was obtained either from the dis- 
covery of records, or through the Esquimaux. Mr. Ander- 
son, tfie Hudson Bay Company's officer in charge, and his 
small party, deserve credit for their perseverance and skill ; 
bpt they were not furnished with the necessary means of ac- 
complishing their mission. Mr. Anderson could not ob- 
tain an interpreter, and the two frail bark canoes in which' 
his. whole party embarked were jalmost worn out before they 
reached the locality to be searched. It is not surprising 
that such an expedition caused very considerable excitement 
at home. 

Lady Franklin, and the advocates for further search, now 
pressed upon Government the necessity of following up, 
in a more effectual manner, the traces accidentally found by 
Dr. Rae, and, in fact, of rendering the seach complete by 
one more effort, involving but little of hazard or expense. - 
It was not until April, 1857, that any decisive answer was 
given td^Lady Franklin's appeal. (See Appendix No. 1.) 

Sir Charles Wood then ^stated *' that the members of Her 
Majesty's Government, having come, with great regret, to 
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the conclasion that there was no prospect of saYiag life, 
would not be justified, for any objects which in theic 
opinion could be obtained by an expedition to the Arctic 
seas, in exposing the lives of ofiScers and men to the risk 
inseparable from such an enterprise." 

Lady Franklin, upon this final disappointment of her 
hopes, had no hesitation in immediately preparing to send 
out a searching expedition, equipped and stored at her own 
cost. But she was not left alone. Many friends of the 
cause — including some of the most distinguished scientific 
men in England,* and especially Sir Roderick Murchison, 
whose zeal was as practical as it was enlightened — hastened 
to tender their aid, and soon a very considerable sum was 
raised in furtherance of so truly noble an effort. 

On, the 18th of April, 1857, Lady Franklin did me tho 
honor to offer me the command of the proposed expedition; 
it was of course most cheerfully accepted. As a post of 
honor and some difficulty, it possessed quite sufficient 
charms for a naval officer who had already served in three 
consecutive expeditions from 1848 to 1854. I was thor- 
oughly conversant with all the details of this peculiar ser- 
vice^ and I confess, moreover, that my whole heart was in 
the cause. How could I do otherwise than devote myself 
to save at least the record of faithful service, even unto 
death, of my brother officers and seamen ? and, being one- 
of those by whose united efforts not only the Franklin 
search, but the Geography of Arctic America, has been 
brought so nearly to completion, I could not willingly re- 
sign to posterity the honor of filling up even the small re- 
- maining blank upon our maps. 

To leave these discoveries incomplete, more especially m 
a quarter th^jpugh which the tidal stream actually demon- 
strates the ex:i8tence of a channel — ^the only remafhing hope 

• A list of them and their aubscriptions to be given in Appendix. 
3 
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of a practicable north-west passage — would indeed be leav- 
ing strong inducements for future explorers to reap the 
rich reward of our long^continued exertions. 

I immediately applied to the Admiralty for leave of ab- 
sence to complete the Franklin search ; and on the 23d re- 
ceived at Dublin the telegraphic message from Lady Frank- 
lin : " Your leave is granted ; the * Fox* is mine ; the refit 
will commence immediately." She had already purchased 
the screw^yacht 'Fox^-^of 177 tons burthen, and now 
placed her, together with the necessary funds, at my 



Let me explain what is here implied by the simple word 
refit. The velvet hangings and splendid furniture of the 
yacht, and also everything not constituting a part of the 
vessel's strengthening, were to be removed ; the large sky- 
lights and capacious ladderways had to be reduced to limits 
more adapted to a polar clime ; the whole vessel to be ex- 
ternally sheathed with stout planking,, and internally fortified 
by strong cross-beams, longitndinal beams, iron stanchions, 
and diagonal fastenings; the false keel taken off, the slender 
brass propeller replaced by a massive iron one, the boiler 
taken out, altered and enlarged ; the sharp stem to be 
cased in iron until it resembled a ponderous chisel set up 
edgeways ; even the yacht's rig had to be altered. 

She was placed in the hands of her builders, Messrs. 
Hall & Co., of Aberdeen, who displayed even more than 
their usual activity in effecting these necessary alterations, ' 
for it was determined that the * Fox' should sail by the 
1st July. 

, Internally she was fitted up with the strictest economy 
in every sense, and the ofiBcers were crammed into pigeon- * 
holes, styled .cabins, in order to make room. for provisions 
and stofis; our mess-room, for five persons, measured 
eight feet square. The ordinary heating apparatus for 
winter use was dispensed with, and its place supplied by a 
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few rery small stoves. The *Fox' had been the property 
of the late Sir Richard Stratton, Bart, who made but one 
trip to Norway in her, and she was purchased by Lady 
Franklin from his executors for £2000. 

Having thus far comraeuced the refit of the vessel, I 
turned my attention to the selection of a crew, and to the 
requisite clothing and provisions for our voyage. 

Many worthy old shipmates, my companions in the pre 
vious Arctic voyages, most readily volunteered- their ser- 
vices, and they were as cheerfully accepted, for it was my 
anxious wish to gather round me well-tried men, who were 
aware of the duties expected of them, and accustomed to 
naval discipline. Hence, out of the twenty-five souls compos- 
ing our small company, seventeen had previously served ia 
the Arctic search. 

Expeditions of this kind are always popular with sea- • 
men, and innumerable were the applications sent to me ; 
but still more abundant were the offers to " serve in any 
capacity," which poured in from all parts of the country, 
from people of all classes, many of whom had never seen 
tKe sea. It was, of course, impossible to accede to any of 
these latter proposals, yet, for my own part, I could not 
but feel gratified at such convincing proofs that the spirit 
of the country was favorable to us, and that the ardent 
love of hardy enterprise still lives amongst Englishmen, as 
of old, to be cherished,'! trust, as the most valuable of our 
national characteristics — as that which has so largely con- 
tributed to make England what she is. 

My second in command was Lieutenant W. R. Hobson, 
R.N., an officer already distinguished in Arctic service. 
Captain Allen Young joined me as sailing-master, con- 
tributing not only his valuable . services but largely of his 
private funds to the expedition. This gentleman had pre- 
viously commanded some of our very finest merchant ships, 
the latest being the steam-transport " Adelaide" of 2500 
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tons : he had bnt recently returned, in ill health, from the 
Black Sea, where he was most actively employed daring 
. the greater part 6f the Crimean campaign. Nothing that 
I could say would add to the merit of such eingalarly gene- 
rous and disinterested conduct. David Walker, M.D., 
volunteered for the post of surgeon and naturalist; he also 
undertook the photographic department; and just before 
sailing, Carl Petersen, now so well known to Arctic readers 
as the Esquimaux interpreter in the expeditions of Captain 
Pennyand Dr. Kane, came to join me from Copenhagen, 
although landed there from Greenland only six days pre- 
viously^ after an absence of a year from his family : we were 
indebted to Sir Roderick Murchison and the electric tele- 
graph for securing his valuable services. 

Like the Paris omnibuses we were at length tout complet, 
and quite as anxious to make a start. 

Ample provisions for twenty-eight months were embarked, 
including preserved vegetables, lemon-juice, and pickles, 
for daily consumption, and preserved meats for every third 
day : also as much of Messrs. Allsopp's stoutest ale as we 
could find room for. The Government, although declining 
. to send out an expedition, yet now contributed liberally to 
our supplies. All our arms, powder, shot, powder for ice- 
blasting, rockets, maroons, and signal mortar, were fur- 
nished by the Board of Ordnance. The Admiralty caused 
6682 lbs. of pemmican to be prepared for our use. Not 
less than 85,000 lbs. of this invaluable food have been pre- 
pared since 1845 at the Royal Clarence Victualing Yard, 
Gosport, for the use of the Arctic Expeditions. It is coni- 
^ posed of prime beef cut into thin slices and dried over a 
wood fire; then pounded up and mixed with about an 
equal weight of melted beef fat. " The pemmican is then 
pressed into cases capable of containing 42 lbs. each. The 
Admiralty supplied us with all the requisite ice-gear, such 
as saws from ten to eighteen feet in length, ice-anchors, and 
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ice-claws: also with our winter housing, medicines, pure 
lemofi-juice, seamen's library, liydrographical instruments, 
charts, chronometers, and an ample supply of arctic clothing 
which had remained in store from former expeditions. The 
Board ot Trade contributed a variety of meteorological and 
nautical instruments and journals ; and I found that I had 
but to ask of these departments for what was required, a<id 
if in store it was at once granted. I asked, however, only 
for such. things as were indispensably necessary. 

The President and Council of the Royal Society voted 
the sum of 50Z. from their donation fund for the purchase 
of magnetic and other scientific instruments, in order that 
our anticipated approach to so interesting a locality as the 
Magnetic Pole might not be altogether barren of results. 

Being desirous to retain for my vessel the privileges she 
formerly enjoyed as a yacht, my wishes were very promptly 
gratified ; in the first instance by the Royal Harwich Yacht 
Club, of which my officers and myself were enrolled aa 
members — the Commodore, A. Arcedeckne, Esq., present- 
ing my vessel with the handsome ensign and burgee of the 
Club; and shortly afterwards by my being elected a member 
of the Royal Victoria Yacht Club for the period of my 
voyage- Lastly, upon the very day of sailing, I was pro- 
posed for the Royal Yacht Squadron, to which the yacht 
had previously belonged when the property of Sir Richard 
Stratton. 

Throughout the whole period required for our equipment, 
I constantly experienced the heartiest co-operation and 
earnest good will from all with whom my varied dutiei 
brought me in contact. Deep sympathy with Lady Frank- 
lin in her distress, her self-devotion and sacrifice of fortune, 
and an earnest desire to extend succor to any chance sur- 
vivors of the ill-fated expedition who might still exist, or 
at -least, to ascertain their fate, and rescue from oblivion 
their heroic deeds, seemed the natural promptings of every 
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Honest English heart. It is needless to add that this ex- 
perience of public opinion confirmed my own impression 
that the glorions mission intrusted to me was in reality a 
great national duty, I could not but feel that, if the 
gigantic and admirably equipped national expeditions sent 
out on precisely the same duty, and reflecting so much 
credit upon the Board of Admiralty, were ranked amongst 
the noblest efforts in the cause of humanity any nation ever 
engaged in, and that, if high honor was awarded to all com- 
posing those splendid expeditions, surely the effort became 
still more remarkable and worthy of approbation when its 
means were limited to one little vessel, containing but 
twenty-five souls, equipped and provisioned (although effi- 
ciently, yet) in a manner more according with the limited 
resources of a private individual than with those of the 
public purse. The less the means, the more arduous I felt 
was the achievement. The greater the risk — for the 'Fox' 
was to be launched alone into those turbulent seas from 
which every other vessel had long since been withdrawn — 
the more glorious would be the success, the more honorable 
even the defeat, if again defeat awaits us. 

Upon the last day of June, Lady Franklin, accompanied 
by her niece Miss Sophia Cracroft, and Capt. Maguire, 
R. N., came on board to bid us farewell, for we purposed 
sailing in the evening. Seeing how deeply agitated she. 
was on leaving the ship, P endeavored to repress the enthu- 
tnasm of my crew, but without avail ; it found vent in three 
prolonged, hearty cheers. The strong feeling which prompted 
them was truly sincere ; and this unbidden exhibition of it 
can hardly have gratified her for \yhom it was intended 
more than it did myself. 

I must here insert the only written instructions I could 
prevail upon Lady Franklin to give me ; they were not 
read until the ' Fox* was fairly in the Atlantic. 
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Aberdeen. June 2d, 1857. 
My dear Captain M'Clintock, 

Tou have kiodlj invited me to give you '* Instruc- 
tions," but I cannot bring myself to feel that it would be 
right in me in any way to influence your judgment in the 
conduct of your noble undertaking ; and indeed I have no 
temptation to do so, since it appears to me that your views 
are almost identical with those which I had independently 
formed before I had the advantage of being thoroughly 
possessed of yours. But had this been otherwise, I trust 
you would have found me ready to prove the implicit confi- 
dence I place in you by yielding my own views to your 
more enlightened judgment ; knowing too as I do that your 
whole heart also is in the cause, even as my own is. As to 
the objects of the expedition and their relative importance, 
I am sure you know that the rescue of any possible sur- 
vivor of the * Erebus' and * Terror' would be to me, as it 
would be to you, the noblest result of 'our. efforts. 

To this objectl wish every otker to be subordinate ; and. 
nexjt to it in importance is the recovery of the unspeakably . 
precious documents of the expedition, public and private, 
and the personal relics of my dear husband and his com- 
panions. 

And lastly, I trust it may be in your power to confirm, 
directly or inferentially, the claims of my husband's expedi- 
tion to the earliest discovery of the passage, which, if Dr. 
Bae's report be true (and the Government of our country 
has accepted and rewarded it^as such), these martyrs in a 
noble cause achieved at their last extremity, after five long 
* years of labor and suffering, if not at an earlier period. 

I am sure you will do all that man can do for the attain- 
ment of all these objects ; my only fear is that you may 
spend yourselves too much in the effort; and you mast, 
therefore let me tell you how much dearer to me even tbaa 
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any of them is the preservatioa of the valuable lives of the 
little band of heroes who are your companions and fol- 
lowers. 

May God in his great mercy preserve you all from harm 
amidst the labors and perils which await you, and restore 
yon to us in health and safety as well as honor ! As to the 
honor I can have no misgiving. It will be yours as much 
if you fail (since you may fail in spite of every effort) as if 
you succeed ; and be assured that, under any and all cir- 
cumstances whatever ^ such is my unbounded confidence in 
you, you will ever possess and be entitled to the enduring 
gratitude of your sincere and^ittached friend, 

Jane Franklin. 

We were not destined to get to sea that evening. The 
* Fox,' hitherto during her brief career, accustomed only to 
the restraint imposed upon a gilded pet in summer seas, 
seemed to have got an inkling that her duty henceforth was 
to combat with difficulties, and, entering fully into the 
spirit of the cruise, ans\^red her helm so much more 
readily than the pilot expected that she ranaground upon 
the bar. She was promptly shored up, and remained in that 
position until next morning, when she floated off unhurt at 
high water, and commenced her long and lonely voyage. 

Scarcely had we left the busy world behind us when we 
were actively engaged im making arrangements for present 
comfort and future exertion. How busy, how happy, and 
how full of hope we all were then ! - ' 

On the night of the 2d of July we passed through the 
Pentland Firth, where the tide rushing impetuously against 
a strong wind raised up a tremendous sea, amid which 
the little vessel struggled bravely under steam and canvas. 
The bleak wild shores of Orkney, the still wilder pilot's 
crew, and their hoarse screams and unintelligible dialect, 
the shrill cry of innumerable sea-birds, the howling breeze 
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and- angry sea, made as feel as if we had suddenly awoke in 
Greenland itself. The southern extremity of that ice^ocked 
continent became visible on the 12th. Jt is quaintly named 
Gape Farewell ; but whether by some sanguine outward- 
bound adventurer who fancied that in leaving Greenland 
behind him he had already secured his passage to Cathay; 
or whether by the wearied homesick mariner, feebly escaping 
from the grasp of winter in his shattered bark, and firmly 
purposing to bid a long farewell to this cheerless land, his- 
tory altogether fails to enlighten us. 

From January until July this coast is usually rendered 
unapproachable by a broad margin of heavy ice, which 
drifts there from the vicinity of Spitzbergen, and, lapping 
round the Cape, extends alongshore to the northward about 
as far as Baal's River, a distance of 250 miles. Although 
it effectually blockades the ports of South Greenland for 
the greater part^f the summer, and is justly dreaded by 
the captains of the Greenland traders, it confers important 
benefits upon the Greenlander by bearing to his shores im- 
mense numbers of seals and many bears. The same current 
which conveys hither all this ice is also freighted with a 
scarcely less valuable supply of driftwood from the Siberian 
rivers. 

About this time, one of my crew showing symptoms of 
diseased lungs, I determined to embrace the earliest oppor- 
tunity of sending him home out- of a climate so fatal to 
those who are thus affected ; and having learnt from Mr. 
Petersen, who had quitted Greenland only in April last, 
that a vessel would very soon leave Frederickshaab for Co- 
penhagen, I resolved to go to that place in order to catch 
this homeward-bound ship. 

It was necessary to push through the Spitzbergen- ice, and 
we fortunately succeeded in doing so after eighteen hours 
of buffeting with this formidable enemy ; at first we Ibtrnd 
ft tolerably loose, and the wind being strong and favdroblej 
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we thumped along pleasantly enough ; bat as we advanced, 
the ic^ecame rauch'more closely packed, a thick fog cam© 
on, and many bard knocks were exchanged ; at length oar 
steam carried us through into the broad belt of clear water 
between the ice and land, which Petersen assures me always 
exists here at this season. 

The dense fog now prevented further progress, and as 
evening closed in I gave up all hope of improvement for 
the night, when suddenly the tbg rolled back upon the 
land, disclosing some islets close to us, then the rugged 
points of mainland, and iit length, lifting altogether, the 
distant snowy mountain-peaks against a deep blue sky. 

The evening became bright and delightful; the whole 
extent of coast was fringed with innumerable islets, backed 
by lofty mountains, and, being richly tinted by a glorious 
western sun, formed an unusually splendid sight. Green- 
land unveiled to our anxious gaze that memorable evening, 
all the magnificence of her natural beauty. Was it to wel- 
come us that she thus cast off her dingy outer mantle, and 
shone forth radiant with smiles ? — such winning smiles ! 

A faint streak, of mi^, which we could not account for, 
appeared to float across a low, wide interval in the mountain 
range ; the telescope revealed its true character, — it was 
a portion of the distant glacier. We found ourselves upon 
the Tallard Bank, 30 miles north of our port, having been 
rapidly carried northwards by the Spitzbergen current. 

July 20th. — This morning the chief trader of the settle- 
ment, or, as he is more usually styled by the English, the 
Governor, came off to us, and his pilj)t soon conducted us 
into the safe little harbor of Frederickshaab. I was much 
gratified to learn that we were just in time to secure a pas- 
sage home for our ailing shipmate. 

For trading purposes Greenland is monopolized by the 
Danish Government ; its Esquimaux and mixed population 
amount to aborftt 000, souls. About 1000 Danes reside 
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constantly there for the purpose of condticting tbe trade, 
which consists almost exclusively in the exchange of Euro- 
pean goods for oil and the skins of seals, reindeer, and a 
few other animals. 

The Esquimaux are not shbject to Danish laws, bat 
although proud of their nominal independence they are 
sincerely attached to the Danes, and with abundant reason ; 
a Lutheran clergyman, a doctor, and a schoolmaster, whose 
duty it is to give gratuitous instruction and relief, are pafd 
by the Government, and attached to each district; and 
when these improvident people are in distress, which not 
unfrequently happens during the long winters, provisions 
are issued to them free of cost ; spirits are strictly pro- 
hibited. All of them ht^ve become Christians, and many 
can read and write. 

Have we English dgne more, or as much, for the abo- 
rigines in any of our numerous colonies, and especially for 
the Esquimaux within our own territories of Labrador and 
Hudson's Bay ? 

Greenland is divided into two inspectorates, the northern 
and southern ; the inspector of the latter division. Dr. Rink, 
had arrived at Frederickshaab upon his summer round of 
visits only the day previous to ourselves. He came 'on 
board to call upon me, and after Divine service I landed, 
and enjoyed a ramble with him over the moss-clad hills. 
Our first meeting was in North Greenland, in 1848 ;, we 
had not seen one another since, so we had much to talk 
about. ~ Dr. Rink is a gentleman of acknowledged talent, a 
distinguished traveler, and is thoroughly conversant with the 
sciences of geology and botany. 

Unfortunately for me his excellent work on Greenland 
has not been translated into English. 

We were kindly permitted to purchase eight tons of coals, 
and such small things as were required ; the only fresh sup- 
plies to be obtained beside codfish^ which* was abundant, 
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consisted of a yery few ptarmigan and hares, and a couple 
of kids ; these last are Scarce. Some goats exist, bnt for 
eight months out of the year they are shut up in a boase, 
and even now — in midsummer — are only let oat in the 
daytime. We also purchased of the Esquimaux some speci- 
mens of Esquimaux workmanship, such as models of the 
native dresses, kayaks, et<c., also birds' skins and eggs. I 
saw fine specimens of a white swan, and of a bird said to 
be extremely rare in Greenland — it was a species of grebe, 
Fodiceps cristatus, I imagine. Frederickshaab is just now- 
well supplied with wood : besides an unseaworthy brig, the 
wreck of a large timber-ship lay on the beach, and an 
abandoned timber- vessel, which was met with between Ice- 
land' and Greenland in July by Prince Napoleon, drifted 
upon the coast 30 miles to the northward in the following 
September. 



J 
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CHAPTER II. 

Piskernaes and Esquimaux — The * Fox ' reaches Disco — Disco Fiord — 
Summer soenery — Waigat Strait — Coaling from the mine — Purchas- 
ing Esquimaux dogs — Heavy gale oflf Upemivik — Melville Buy — 
The middle ice — The great glacier 'of Greenland — Reindeer cross 
the glacier. 

2Zd July. — Sailed the day before yesterday for Godhaab, 
The fog was thick, and wind strong and contrary, but the 
cnrrent being favorable we found ourselves oflF the small 
out-station of Fiskernaes, when early this morning our fore 
topmast was carried away ; this accident induced me to run 
in and anchor for the purpose of repairing the damage. 

After passing within the outer islets, the Moravian settle- 
ment of Lichtenfels came in view upon the right hand ; it 
consists of a large, sombre-looking wcToden house, over 
wjbich is a belfry, a* smaller wooden house, and about a 
dozen native huts, roofed with sods, and scarcely distinguish- 
able from the ground they stand on, even at a very short 
distance. The land immediately behind is a barren rocky 
steep, now just sufficiently denuded of snow to look deso- 
late in the extreme. A strong tide was setting out of the 
fiord as we approached, and anchored in the rocky little 
cove of Fiskernaes ; here we were not only sheltered from 
the wind,. but the steep dark rocks within a ship's length on 
each side of us, reflected a strong heat, whilst large mosqui- 
toes lost no time in paying us their annoying visits. This 
remote spot has been visited by the Arctic voyagers, Cap- 
tain Inglefield, R.N., and Dr. Kane, U.S.N., and still 
more recently by Prince Napoleon: Dr. Kane's account 
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of his Tl3it is full and very interesting. God-fishing was 
now in full activity, and the few men not so toployed had 
^one up the fiord to hunt reindeer. 

The solitary dwelling-house belongs, of course, to the 
chief trader, and is a model of cleanliness and order; built 
of wood, it exhibits all the resources of the painter's art ; 
the exterior is a dull red, the window-frames are white, 
floors yellow, wooden partitions and low ceiliogs pale blue. 
The lady of the house had resided here for about eight 
years, and appeared to us to be, and acknowledged she 
was, heartily tired of ^he solitude. She gave me coffee, 
and some seeds for cultivation at our winter quarters; these 
were lettuce, spinach, turnips, carraway and peas, the latter 
being the common kind used on board ship ; usually they 
have only produced leaves on this spot, but once the young 
peas grew large enough for the table. I expressed a wish 
to see the interior of an Esquimaux tent Petersen pulled 
aside the thin membrane of some animal which hung across 
the doorway, and served to exclude the wind, but admitted 
light, for, although past midnight, the sun was up. Some 
seven or eight individuals lay within, closely packed upon 
the ground ; the heads of old and young, males and females, 
being just visible above the common covering. Going to 
bed here, only means lying down with your clothes/on, upon 
a reindeer skin, wherever you can find room, and pulling 
another fur-robe.over you. 

Fiskernaes appeared_to be a sunny little nook, yet all the 
people we saw there were suffering from colds and coughs, 
and many deaths had occurred during the spring. The 
boys brought us handfuls of rough garnets, some of them 
as large as walnuts, receiving with evident satisfaction bis- 
cuits in exchange. 

By next morning we were able to put to sea, and early 
on the day following arrived off the large settlement of 
Godhaab; it is in the "Gilbert Sound'' of Davis, and 
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appears in many old charts as BaaUd Rirer . Almost ad- . 
joining Godhaab is the Moravian settlement of New Herrn- 
hut. Here it was that Hans Egede, the missionary father^ 
of Greenland, established himself in lt21, and thus re- 
opened the coramunieia.tion between Europe and Greenland, 
which had ceased upon the extinction of its early Scandi- 
navian settlers, in the 14th century, 

A few years after Egede's successful beginning, the Mo- 
ravian mission still existing under the name of New Herrn- 
hut was established. At present the Moravians support 
four missions in Greenland; they are not subject to the 
Danish authorities, but are not permitted in any way to 
trade. 

As we were about to enter the harbor, the Danish vessel 
— the sole object of our visit — came out, so not a moment 
was lost in sending on board our invalid and our letter-bag, 
and in landing ofr coasting pilot. This man had brought 
us up from Frederickshaab for the' very moderate sum of 
three pounds ; he was an Esquimaux, and, as the brother 
of poor Hans, Dr. Kane's unhappy dog-driver, was received 
with favor amongst us, and soon won onr esteem bv his 
quiet, obliging disposition, as also by his abiMty in the dis- 
charge of his duty ; he was so keensighted, and so vigilant, 
it was quite a comfort to have him ou board during the 
foggy weather, for he could recognise, on the instant, every 
rock or point, even when dimly looming through the mist 
We were not long in discovering that his absence was a 
loss to us. 

. When passing out to the north of the Kookornen Islands, 
the wind suddenly failed, and at the same time a swell from 
to seaward reached us; we therefore had;,considerable diflEh- 
culty in towing the ship clear of the rocks ; for nearly half 
an hour our position was most critical. 

July 8l8<. — Anchored at Godhaven -(or Lievely), in 
Disco, for a few hours. I presented a letter from the Di- 
4 
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Bhore, in which horizontal seams of eoal were seen. Here 
we anchored, and immediately commenced coaling. It was 
forttfnate we did so, for soon it began to blow hard ; and 
ere noon to-day w^ were obliged, for the safi^^ of the 
ship, to leave oar exposed anchorage, having however 
secured* eight or nine tons of tolerable coal. Formerly 
these coal seams were worked for the supply of the neigh- 
boring settlements, but for several years past it has beea 
found more profitable and convenierit to send out coals 
from Denmark, and thus permit the natives to devote their 
whole time to the seal-fishery. 

The Waigat scenery is unusually grand ; the strait varies 
from 3 to 5 leagues in width ; on each sidfe are mountains 
of 3000 fe^ in height. The Disco side, upon which we 
landed, is composed of trap, sandstone appearing only at 
the beach, and occasionally* rising in cliffs to about IQO 
feet. Upon the moss-clad slopes many fragments of quartz 
and zeolite were met with. The north end of Disco is 
almost a precipice to its snow-capped summit, which is 4000 
feet high. 

5th. — A pleasant fair wind carries us rapidly northward, 
passing many icebergs. Our rigging is richly garnished 
with split codfish, which we hoped would dry and keep ; 
but a warm day in Disco Fiord, and much rain with a south- 
erly gale in the Wftigat, have destroyed it for our own use. 
It is however still valuable as food for our dogs. I am very 
anxious to complete my stock of these bnr native auxilia- 
ries, as without them we cannot hope to explore all the 
lands which it is the object of our voyage to search. We 
could only obtain ten at Godhaven, and require twenty 
more. 

Qth.—By Petersen's intimate knowledge of the coast we 
were « enabled to run close into the little settlement of 
Proven during the night, and obtain a few dogs and 
dogs' food. This morning we reached the extreme sta^ 
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tion of Upemivik, the last trace of civiiization we ghall 
< meet with for some time. It is in lat. T2J K Here Petei*- 
sen resided for twelve of the eighteen years he has spent in 
Greenland, and his unlooked-for re-appearance astonished 
. and delighted the small commuliity, more especially Gover- 
nor Fleischer and his household, who received us with a 
most hearty welcome. 

*ltk — Yesterday, when we hove to off IJpernivik, the 
weather was very bad and rapidly growing worse, therefore 
our stay was limited to a couple of hours. The last letters 
for home were landed, fourteen dogs and a quantity of 
seal's flesh for them embarked, and the ship's htad was 
turned seaward. ^ 

It was then blowing a southerly gale, with overcast, 
murky* sky, and a heavy sea running. When four miles t)ut- 
side the outer island, breakers were suddenly discovered. 
ahead, only jnst in time to avoid the ledge of sunken rocks 
upon which the sea was beating most violently. Many 
such rocks lie at considerable distances beyond the islands 
which border this coast, and greatly add to the dangers 
of its navigation. Being now fairly at sea, and the ship under 
easy sail for the night, I went early to bed in the hope of 
sleeping. I had been up all the previous night, naturally 
anxious about the ship threading her way through so many 
dangers, uncertain about being able to complete the number 
of our'sledge-dogs, and much occupied in closing my cor- 
respondence, toHvhich there would be an end for at least a 
year. All this over, the uncertain future loomed ominously 
before me. The great responsibilities I had undertaken 
Beemed now and at once to fall with all their weight upon me. 
A mental whirlpool was the consequence, which, backed 
by the material storm, and the howling of the wretched 
dogs in concert on deck, together with the tumbling about 
. of every thing below, lonjg kept sleep in abeyance. 

. One thought and feeling predominated : it was gratitude,' 
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deep and humble, far the sqcceaB which had hilhcrto Jit- 
tended. us, and for some narrow escapee which I mast eT«r 
regard as proyidential. 

Yesterday's gale haa given place to calm, foggy weather. 
An occasional iceberg is seen. The officers amose them- . 
selves in trying new gans, and shooting fiea-birds for oar 
dogs. 

Governor Fliescher told me yesterday that for the last 
four weeks southerly winds prevailed, and that oalj a forW 
night ago his boat was unable to> reach the Loom Cliffs al 
Gape Shackleton, 50 miles north of XJpernivtk, in couceqnenca 
of the ice being pressed in against the land. I fear these 
same winds have closed together the ice which .oceiipies the 
middle of Davis' Strait (hence called the middle ice), so 
that we shall not be able to penetrate it. However, we are 
standing ont to make the attempt ' 

To the uninitiated it may be as well to observe that each. 
winter the sea called Baffin's Bay freezes over ; in fpring 
this vast body of ice breaks up, and drifting southward in 
a mass-— called the main-pack, or the middle, ice — obstructa 
the passage across from east to. west. 

The "North Passage'' is made by sailing round tho 
north end of this pack ; the *' Middle Passage^" by pushing 
through it; and the *' Southern Passage," by passing round 
its southern extreme ; but seasons do occur when none of 
these routes are practicable. 

It is very remarkable that southward of 4)isco northerly 
winds have prevailed. They greatly impeded our progress 
Dp Davis' Strait, but we cheered ourselves with the hope 
that they would effectually clear a path for us across the 
northern part of Baffin's Bay. 

8^.-^Last night we reached the edge of the middle ice, 
about to miles to the west of Upernivik, aud ran southward 
along its edge all night. This morning, in thick fog, tho 
ship was caught in its margin of loose, ice. The fog soon 
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^er cleared oft, and w^ saw the clear sea about two mikB 
to the eastward, whilst all to the west was impenetrabU 
dosely^packed floe-pieces. After steaming oat of our pre^ 
dicament (a matter which we could not accomplish under 
sail) we ran on to th^ southward until eveniag, but found 
the pack edge still composed of light ice Tery closely 
pKssed together. 

Haying now closely examined it for an extent of 40 
railfes, I was satisfied that we could not force « passage 
through it across Baffin's Bay, as is frequently done in or- 
dinaiy seasons ; therefore, taking advantage of a fair wind, 
we steered to the northward, in order to seek an opening in 
that direction. 

12ih. — We are in Melville Bay ; made fast this afternoon 
to an iceberg, which lies aground in 58 fathonis water, 
about two miles from Browne's Islands, and between them 
and the great glacier which here takes the place of the 
coast-line. 

Wjb have got thus far without any difRculty, sailing along 
the edge of the middle ice ; but here we find it pressing in 
against Browne's Islands, and covering the whole bay to 
the northward, quite in the steep face of the glacier. This 
is evidently the result of long-continued southerly winds ; 
but as the ice is very much broken up, we may expeci it to 
move off rapidly before the autumnal northerly winds now 
due, and these winds invariably remove the previous season^s 
ice. All that we know of Melville Bay navigation in Au- 
gust, is derived from the experience of Government and 
private searching expeditions during eight or nine seasons. 
My own three previous trapsits across it were made in this 
month. The whalers either get through in June or July, 
or give up the attempt as being too late for their fishing. 
It frequently happens that they get round the south end of 
the middle ice, between latitudes 66° and 69^ N., and up 
the west coast of Baffin's Bay late in the season ; but wb 
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have no accounts of these vojageg, nor ahoald I be JQstiied, * 
at this late period of the season, in abandoning the prospect 
before me, in order to attempt a route which, even if stio«- 
cessful, wonld lengthen our voyage to Barrow Strait by 100 
or ^00 miles. We have already passed what is usually the 
most difficult and dangerous part of the Melville Bay 
transit. 

There is much to excite intense admiration and wonder 
arouod os ; one cannot at once appreciate the grandeur'of 
this mighty glacier, extending nnbroken for 40 or 50 miles. 
Its sea-cliffs, about 5 or 6 miles from us, appear eompara^ 
tively low, yet the icebergs detached from it are of the 
loftiest description. Here, on the spot, it does not seem 
incorrect to compare the icebergs to mere chippings off its 
edge, and the fioe-ice to the ^thinnest shavings. 

The far-off outline of glacier, seen against the eastern 
sky, has a faint tinge of yellow ; -it is almost horizontal, and 
of unknown distance and elevation. 

There is an unusual dearth of birds and seals ; everything 
around us is painfully still, excepting when an occasional 
iceberg splits off from the parent glacier ; then we hear a 
rumbling crash like distant thunder, and the wave occasioned 
by the launch reaches us in six or seven minutes, and makes 
the j?hip roll lazily for a similar period. I cannot imagine 
that within the whale compass of nature's varied aspects, 
there is presented to the human eye a scene so well adapted 
for promoting deep and serious reflection, for lifting the 
thoughts from trivial things of every day life to others of 
the highest import. 

The glacier serves to remind one at once of Time and 
of Eternity — of time, since we 'see portions of it break off 
to drift and melt away; and of eternity, since its downward 
march is so extremely slow, and its augmentations behind 
80 regular, that no change in its appearance is perceptible 
from age to age. If even the untaught savages of luxuriant 
tropyal regions regard the earth merely as a temporary 
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' abede, surely all who gaze npon this ice-overwhelmed re- 
gion, this wide expanse of ** terrestrial wreck," must be 
similarly assured that here " we have no abiding place." 

During daytime the strong glare is very distressing, 
hence the subdued light of midnight, when- the sun just 
skims along the northern horizon, is much the most agree- 
able part of the twenty-four hours ; the temperature varies 
between 30° and 40** of Fahrenheit. 

The drift-ice of various descriptions about lis is con- 
stantly in motion under the influence of mysterious surface 
and under currents (according to their relative depths of 
floatation), wjiich whirl them about in every possible di- 
rection. 

To the S. B, are two small islands, almost enveloped in 
the glacier, and far within it an occasional mountain-peak 
protrudes from beneath. 

From observing closely the variations in the glacier sur- 
face, I think we may safely infer that where it lies unbroken 
and smooth, the supporting land is level ; and where much 
crevassed, the land beneath is uneven. The crevassed parts 
are of course impassable, but, by following the windings of 
the smooth surface, I think the interior could be reached. 
Some attempts to cross the glacier in South Greenland 
have failed, yet, by studying its character and attending to 
this remark, I think places might be found where an attempt 
would succeed. Mr, Petersen tells me that the Esquimaux 
of TJpernivik are unable to account for occasional disap- 
pearances and reappearances of immense herds of reindeer, 
except by assuming that they migrate at intervals to feed- 
ing-grounds beyond the glacier, the surface of which he 
also says is smooth enough in many places even for dog- 
sledges to travel upon. As there is much uninhabited land,^ 
both to the northward and southward of TJpernivik, I do 
not see the necessity for this supposition. The habits of 
the Esquimaux "confine them almost exclusively to the 
islands and sea-coasts. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Melville Bay— Beset in Melville Bay— Signs of Winter— The coming 
Btorni — Drifting in the pock — Canine appetite — Besigned to % winter 
in the pack— Dinner stolen bjr aharics— The Arotio shark— WMto 
Whales and Ktliers. 

15^^ August. — Three days of the most perfect calm 
have sadly taxed our patience. Lovely bright weather; 
but scarcely a living creature seen. This afternoon the 
anxiously-looked- for north wind sprang up, and immedi- 
ately the light ice began to drift away before !t, but it is not 
strong enough to influence the icebergs, and they greatly 
retard the clearing out of the bay. We have noticed a con- 
stant wind oflf the glacier, probably the result of its cooling 
effect upon the atmosphere ; this wind does not extend 
more than 3 or 4 miles out from it. 

IQth. — One of the loveliest mornings imaginable: the 
icebergs sp^kled in the sun, and the breeze was just suffi- 
ciently strong to ripple the patches of dark blue sea; be- 
yond this, there'was nothing to ch\jer one in the prospect 
from the Crow's-nest at Epur o'clock ; but little change had 

. *taken -place in the ice ; I therefore determined to run back 
along the pack-edge to the southwestward, in the- hope that 
some favorable change might have taken place further off 
shore. The barometer was unusually low, yet no indication 

' of any change of weather. A seaman's chest was picked 
up ; it contained only a spoon, a fork, and some tin can- 
isters, and probably drifted here from the southward, where- 
the two whale-ships were crashed in June, affording another 
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IKTOof of the preTaleace of soatherlj winds. As we st^med 
on, the ice was fofiBd to have opened considerably ; it fell 
calBi, «wd noist was observed tdiiing %]ong the glacier from 
the southward. By noon a S. Et wind readied ns ; all sail 
was ^t, the leads or lanes of water became wider, and onr 
'hopes of speedily crossing Melville Bay rose in proportion 
astifir speed increased. We are pursaing onr course with- 
out let or hindrance. 

11th. — The fog overtook us. yesterday evening, and at 
length, onable to see our way, we made fast at eleven 
o'clock to the ice. The wind had freshened,, it was evi«> 
dentljr blowing a gale outside the' ice. During the night 
we drifted rapidly together with the ice, and this morning, 
on the clearing off of the fog, we steamed and sailed on 
-agaib, threading obt way between the floes, which are larger 
fund much covered with dry snow. This evening we again 
made fast, the fioes hsAng closed together, cutting off ad* 
Tance and retreat. A wintry nighty much wind and snow. 

l^th. — Continued strong S. E. winds, pressing the ice 
closely together, dark sky a*>d snow ; everything wears a 
-wintry and threatening aspect ; we are cloeely hemmed in, 
and have "onr rndder and screw unshipped. This reeom- 
UMAcement of 8. E. winds and rapid ebbing of the small 
Temaining portion of summer makes' me more anxious about 
the future than the present. Yesterday the weather im- 
proved, and by working for thirteen lionrs we got the ship 
ont of her small ice-creek is^to a larger. space of water, and 
in so doing advanced a mile and 'a half. It is now calm, 
but the ice still drifts, as we would wish it, to the N.W. 
Yesterday vt were within 12 miles of the position of the 
' Enterprise' upon the same day in 1848, and under veiy 
^Bimilsir conditions of weather and ice also. 

2Qih. — No favorable ice-drift : this detention has become 
most painful. The 'Enterprise' reached the open water 
upon this day in 1848, within 50 miles of our present posi- 
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tion ; niifortnnately our prospects are not .so cheering. 
There is no relative motion in tlie floes of ice, except a 
gradual closing together, the small spcLces and streaks of 
water being still farther diminished. The temperature has 
fallen, and is usually below the freeziag-poiut. I feel most 
keenly the difilcnlty of my position ; we caunot afford to 
lose many more days. Of all the voyages -to Barrow 
Strait, there are but two which were delayed beyond thi« 
date, viz., Parry's in i824, and the 'Prince Albert^s' in 
1851. Should we not be released, and therefore be compelled 
to winter in this pack, notwithstanding all our efforts, I 
shall repeat this trial next year, and in the end, with God's 
aid, perform my sacred duty. 

The men enjoy a game of rounders on the ice every 
evening; Petersen and Christian are constantly on the look- 
out for seals, as well as Hobson and Young occasionally; 
if in good condition and killed iiUkantaneously, the seals 
float ; several have already been shot ; the liycr fried with 
bacon is excellent. 

Birds have become scarce, — the few we see are returning 
southward. How anxiously I watch the. ice, weather, baro- 
meter, and thermometer I Wind from any other quarter 
than S. E. would oblige, the floe-pieces to arrange them« 
selves, in doing which they would become loose, and then 
would, be our opportunity to proceed. 

Mih. — Fine weather with very light northerly winds. 
We have drifted 7 miles to the west in the last two days. 
The ice is now a close pack, so close that one may walk for 
many miles over it in any direction, by merely turning a 
little to the right or left to avoid the small water spaces. 
My frequent visits to the crow's-nest are not inspiriting: 
how absolutely distressing this imprisonment is to me, no* 
one without similar experience can form any idea. As yet 
the crew have but little suspicion how blighted our pros- 
pects are. 
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. %*Jth. — ^We daily make attempts to pash ob, and some* 
times get a ship's length, bnt yesterday erening we made a 
mile and a half 1 the ice then closed against the ship^ sides and 
lifted her about a foot. We haye had a fresh east wind for 
two days, but no corresponding ice-drift to the west ; this 
is most discouraging, and can only be accounted for by sup- 
posing the existence of much ice or gronnded icebergs in 
that direction. 

The dreaded reality of wintering in the pack is gradually 
forcing itself upon ray mind, — but I must not write on this 
sabject, it is bad enough to brood over it unceasingly. We 
can see the land all round Melville Bay, from Cape Walker 
nearly to Cape York. Petersen is indefatigable at seal- 
shooting, he is so anxious to secure them for our dogs ; he 
says they mnst be hit in the head ; " if you hit him in the beef 
that is.not good," meaning that a flesh-wound does not pre- 
vent their escaping ^n^r the ice. Petersen and Christian 
practice an Esquimaux mode of aty^acting the. seals ; they 
scrape the ice, thus making a noise like that produced by a 
seal in making a hole with its flippers, and then place one 
end of a pole in the water and put their mouths close to 
the other end, making noises in imitation of the snorts and 
grnnts of their intended victims ; whether the device is suc- 
cessful or not I do not know, but it looks laughable enough. 

Christian came back a few days ago, like a true seat- 
hunter, carrying his kayak on his head, and dragging a seal 
behind him. Only two years ago Petersen returned across 
this bay with Dr. Kane's retreating party ; he shot a seal, 
which they devoured raw, and which, under Providence, 
saved their lives. Petersen is a good ice-pilot, knows all 
these coasts as well or better than any man living, and 
from long experience and habits of observation, is almost 
unerring in his prognostications of the weather. Besides his 
great value to us as interpreter, few men are better adapted 
for Arctic work, — an ardent sportsman, an agreeable com- 
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pBMon, never at » lose for oeenpatloii or tt wu^ me iit^ and 
always eontented aod sangaine. Boi we have bappUf 
nuMj socb dUporitiona in the ' Fojl' 

80lh The whole distance across Melville Baj is 170 

miles : of this we hate performed about 130, 40 of which 
ve have drifted in the last fonrteea daye. The 'Isabel/ 
sailed freely orer this spot <m the 20ih Angnst^ 1853; and 
<he ' North Star' was beset ou the 30th Jaly, 1841^, to the 
southward of Md?ille Bay, and carried in the ice across it 
and some TO or 80 miles beyond, when she was set free on the 
26th September, and went into Winter qnarters in WoU 
stenhoime Sonnd. What a precedent for as 1 

Yesterday we set to work as usual to warp the ^p: 
along, and moved her ten feet : an insignificant hnmmn^ 
then blocked up the narrow passage ; as we could not push 
it before us, a two-pound blasting charge Was exploded, 
and the surface ice was Bhattered,%bnt sach an imtnewso' 
quantity of broken Ice^me up from beneath, that tfoe dif- 
ficulty was greatly increased instead of being removed. Tbis 
is one of the many instances in which onr small vessel 
labors under very great disadvantages ip ice-navigation — 
we have neither sufficient manual pow^^r, steam power, nor 
impetus to force the floes asunder. I am convinced that a 
steamer of moderate size and- power, with a crew of foi1;y 
or fifty men, wonld have got through a hundred miles of 
such ice in less time than we have been beset. 

The temperature fell to 25^ last night, and the pools are 
strongly frozen over. I now look matters steadily and 
calmly iu the face j whilst reasonable ground for hope re- 
mained I was anxious iu the extreme. The dismal prospect 
of a " winter in the pack " had scarcely begun to dawn upon 
the crew ; however I do not think they will be much npset 
by it. They had some exciting foot-races on the ice yester- 
day evening. 

1st Sept. — The indication of an approachuig S. £. gale 
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are at all times sofiSciieDtty t)ipparent here, aiid fortunately^ 
so, as it is the most daogerous wind in MelviJle Bay. It 
was on the morning of the 30th, before churgh-tiine, that 
they attracted our attention : the wind was very light, but 
barometer low and falling ; very threatening appearances in 
the S. B. quarter, dark-blue sky, and grey detached clouds 
slowly rising; when the wind commenced the barometer 
began to rise. This gale lasted forty-eight hours, and 
oloi^d tip eveiy little spaee of water ; at firet all the ice 
drifted before the wind, but latterly remained -stationary. 
Twenty seals have been shot up to. this time. 

On comparing Petersen's experience with my awn and 
that of the 'North Star' in 1849, it seems probable that the 
ice ajong tha shores of Melville Bay, at this season, will 
drift northward close along the land as far as Cape Parry^ 
where, meetiivg with a SrW. current out of Whale or 
Smith's Sound, it will be carried away into the middle of - 
Baffin's Bay^ and thence during the winter down Davis' 
Strait into the Atlantic. From Gape Dudley Digges to 
Cape Parry,* including Wolstenholme Sounds open water 
remains until October. It is strange that we hare ceased to 
drift lately to the westward. 

Qtk. — Daring the last week we hare only drifted 9 miles 
to the west. Obtained soundings in 88 fathoms ; this is » 
discovery, and not an agreeable one. Of the six or seven 
icebergs in sight, the nearest are to the west of us ; they are 
very large, and appear to be aground ; we approach them 
i^owly. Pleasant weather, but the winds are much too gen- 
tle to be of service to ns ; although the nights are cold, yet 
during the day our men occasionally do their sewing on 
deck. Onr companions the seals are larger and fatter than 
formerly, therefore they float when shot; we are disposed 
to attribute their improved condition to the better feeding 
npon this^ bank. The dredge brought up some few shell- 
fiafa, Btar-fisb, stones and miielt soft mud. 



04 CANINE APPBTITE.. Clue. ISL 

^ 9ih.~0n this day, in 1 834, fillr" Edward Patry got oul of 
the middle ice, and sncceeded in reaching Port Bowen. To 
continue hoping for release in time to reach Bellot Strait 
would be absurd ; yet to employ the men we continue o«r- 
preparations of tents, sledges, and gear for traveling. Two 
days ago the ice became more slack than usual, and a long 
lane opened ; its western termjuation could uot be seea 
from aloft. Every effort was made to get into this water, 
and by the aid of steam and blasting powder we advanced 
100 yards out of tjhe intervening 170 yards of ice, when 
the floes began to close together, a S. E. wind having sprung 
up. Had we succeeded in reachjng the water, I think we 
should have extricated ourselve^/ completely, and perhaps 
ere this have reached Barrow Strait, but S. B. and S. W. 
gales succeeded, and it now blows a S.S.E. gale, with sleet. 

10^^. — ^Young went to the large icebergs' to-day; the 
nearest of them js 250 feet high, and in 8S fathon» water ; 
it is therefore probably aground, except at spring tide ; th» 
floe-ice was drifting past it to the westward, and was crush- 
ing up against its side to a height of 50 feet. ^ 

13<A.-7-Thermometer has fallen to ll^^at noon. We have 
drifted 18 miles to the W. in the .last week; therefore our 
neighbors, the icebergs, are not always aground, but even 
when afloat drift more slowly tbau the light ice. . There is 
a water-sky to the W. and N. W. ; it is nearest to us in tlio 
direction of Cape York ; could we only advance 12 or l^ 
miles in that direction ^ I am convinced we should be free 
to steer for Barrow Strait, Forty -three seals have beea 
secured for the dogs; one dog is missing, the remaining 
twenty-nine devoured their two days' allowance of seal's 
flesh (60 or 65 lbs.) in forty-two. seconds I it contained no 
bone, and had been cut np into small pieces, and spread out 
upon the snow, before they were permitted to rush to din- 
ner; in this way the weak enjoy a fair chance, and there is 
no time for fighting. We do not allow them on board. 
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le^. — ^Jli la^iftb we t ftVe ^fted pMt the l«*ge iceberga^ 
^btaiiaitig scmadings ia 69 filth^ais withm « ffiile of tbem ; 
tbey mflfi^ now i^e aground, aod have fk^qnootly been so 
daring tbe last three weeks; and being direct/j upon, our 
line of drift, are probably tbe immediate cause of our sitiU 
Femaining in Melrttle Bay. The ice is slack everywhere, 
Bat the temperatare having fallen to -3°, new ice rapidly 
forms, so that the change comes too late. The western 
limit, of the day — Oape York — is very distinct^ and no$ 
more than 25 miles from ns. 

1 8^^. — ^Lanes of water in ail directions ; bat the nearest 
is half a mile from ns. They come {bo late, as do^also the 
N. W. winds which have now saccee4ed ihe fatal soatb- 
easters. The temperature fell to 2^ below zero last night. 
We are now at length in ^e "North Wajier ;" the old ice^ 
has spread^oat iii all directions, so that it is only the young 
ice — ^formed witliui the last fortnight**— which def^s a« 
prisonefs here. . 

The icebergs, the chief canse of our unfortunate deten- 
tion, uid which for more than three weeks were in advance 
of as to the westward, are now« in the short 9pace of two 
days, nearly out of sight to the eastward. 

The preparations, for wintering and sledge-ttayellng go 
OB with unabated alacrity ; the latter will be useful shoold 
It become necessary to abandc^ the ship. 

Notwithstanding such a withering bligbt to my dearest 
hopes, yet I cannot overlook the many soorce9 of gratifica- 
tion which do ^st; we have not only the necessaries, but 
also a fair portion of the luxuries, of ordinary sea-life ; our 
pirovisions and doCffing are abundant and well suited to the 
eiimate. Our whole equipment, though upon so small a 
scale, is perfect in its way. We all eiyoy perfect healtl^, 
and the men are most cheerful, willing, and quiet. 

Our "native auxiliaries,'' consisting of Christian and his 
twenty-nine dogs, are capable of performing imnaense sqc- 
^5 



Tiee ; whilst Mr. Petemen, from hit groat AjroUolsxpeiisniBey 
» of much use to rae» besidet beittg all that I could wish a« 
an interpreter. Humatolj spaakiog, we ara not tmreascHia- 
ble in confidently looking forward to a sncoessfol issne of 
this season's operations, and T greatly feu: that poor Lady 
Franklin's disappointment will cooseqnently be the more 
severely felt. * • 

WeSre doomed to pegs' a long winter of absolute inatilityy 
if not of idleness, in comparative peril and privation ; nev* 
ertheless the men seem very happv — ^thoaghtless, of coarse, 
as true sailors always are. 

We have drifted off the bank into much deeper wnter, 
and suppose this is the reason that seals have bec.ome move 
scarce. 

2^nd, — Constant N. W. winds continue to drift ns slowly 
southward. Strong indications of water in the N. W., W.» 
and S. B. ; its vicinity may aceoant fbr a rise in the, tem* ' 
peratnre, without apparent cause, to 2T^ at noon to-day. 

The newly formed ice affords us delightful wa&ing ; the 
old ice on the contrary is covered with a foot of soft snow* 
We have no shooting ; scarcely a living creature has been 
seen for a week. 

24(h. — Yesterday I thought I saw two of our men walk- 
ing at a distance, and beyond some nnaafe ice, bnt oa 
inquiry found that all were on board : Petersen and I set 
off' to reconnoitre the strangers ; they proved to be bears, 
but much too wary to let ns come within shot. It was dark 
when we returned on board after a brisk walk dfver the new 
ice. The calm air felt agreeably mild. We were without 
mittens ; and bnt that the breath froze upon mustaohioa and 
beard, one could have readily imagined the night was con^ 
fortably warm. The thermometer stood at-f-5^. • 

To-day when walking in a fresh breeze the wind felt very 
cold, and kept one on the look-out for frost-bites, although 
the thermometer was up to 10^. Games upon the ice and 
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^Vftting Are- oar afternoon ftmnaementsi^ bot .i^o al^o^ hiiY^i 
some, few lovers of musio, who embrace the opportanitj Ion 
Tigoroas execatioD, without fear of being reminded that 
others may have ears more sensitive and discriminating thaa 
their own. 

2Qth, — The mountain to the North of Melville Bay, 
known as the 'Snowy Pe^/ was visible yesterday, al-. 
though 90 miles distant ; I have calculated its height to be 
6000 feet. A raven w%s shot to-day. 

2'Jth. — Our salt meat is usually soaked for some days be- 
fore being ^sed ; for this purpose it is put into a net, and 
lowered through a hole in the- ice; this morning the net had 
been torn, and only a fragment of it remained. We sop-^ 
pose our twenty-two pounds of salt meat had been devoured 

' by a shark ; it would be curious to. know how such fare, 
agrees with him, as a full meal of salted provision will kill, 
an Esquimaux dog, which thrives on almost any thing,. I. 
used to remonstrate upon the skins of sea-birds being ^rtn 
to our dogs, but was told the feathers were good, for them I 
Here all sea-birds are skinned before being cooked, other* 
vise our ducks, divers, and looms .would be uneatably fishy. 
A well-baited shark-hook has been substituted for the net of 
salt meat', I much wish to capture one of the monsters, as 
wonderful stories are told us of their doings in G-reenland : 

-whether they are the white shark or the. basking shark of 
natural history I cannot find out It is only of lata y«ars 
that the shark fishery has been carried on to any extent in 
Greenland ; they are captured for the sake of their livers, 
which yield a considerale quantity of oil. It has very re- 
cently been ascertained that a valuable substance resembling 
spermaceti may be expressed from the carcase, and for this 
purpose powerful screw JJresses are now employed. In 
early winter the sharks are caught with hook and line 
through holes in the ice. 

Thfi Esqaimaux assert that they are insensible to paiaj 
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und Petersen assures tne he has plunged a long knife several 
times into the head of one whilst it continued to feed upon 
a white whale entangled in his net II It is not sufficient to 
driTe them away with sundry thrusts of spears or knives, 
but they must be towed away to some distance from the 
nets, otherwise they will return to feed. It*aust be remem- 
bered that the brain of a shaff is extremely small in pro- 
portion to the size of its huge head. I have seen bullets 
fired through them with very little apparent effect ; but if 
these creatures can feel, the devices practiced upon them by 
the Esquim&ux must be cruel indeed. 

It is only in certain localities that sharks are found^ and 
in these places they are often attracted to th^ nets by the 
animals entangled in them. The dogs are not suffered to 
eat either the skin or the head, the former in consequence 
of its extreme roughness, and the latter because it causes 
giddiness and makes them sick. 

The nets alladed to are set for the white whale or the 
seal ; if for the former, they are attached to the shore and 
extended off at right angles so as to intercept them in their 
autumnal southern migration, when they swim close along 
the rocks to avoid their direst foe, the grampus, or killer, 
of sailors, the JDelphinus orca of naturalists. When the 
white whale is stopped by the net it often appears at first 
to be unconscious of the fact, and continues to swim against 
it, affording time for the approach. of the boat and deadly 
harpoon from behind. If entangled in the net a very short 
•time suffices to drown them, as, like all the whale tribe, 

they are obliged to come to the surface to breathe. 
, The killer is also a cetacean of considerable size, 15 to 
20 feet in length, but of very different habits; it is very 
swift, is armed with powerful teeth, and is gregarious. 
When in sufficient numbers they even attack the whale, 
impeding his progress by fastening on his fins and tail. In 
sammer they appear in the Greenland seas; and the seals 
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instantly seek refage from thenv in the various creeks and 
inner harbors ; and the Esqnimanx hunter in his frail kayak, 
when he sees the huge pointed dorsal fin swiftly cleaving 
the surface of the sea, is scarcely less anxious to shun such 
dangerous company. With such stories as these Petersen 
beguiles the time ; I never ti!:e of listening to them, and 
now amuse myself in jotting scraps of them down. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Snow crystals — Dog will not eat raven — An Arctic school — The doga 
invade ys — Bear-hunting by night — Ice-artillery — Arctic palates — 
Sadden rise of ^temperature — Harvey's idea of a sortie. 

3(2 Oct. — September has passed at^ay and left as as a 
legacy to the pack ; what a month have we had of anxious 
hopes and fears ! ^ 

Up to the 17th S. E. winds prevailed, forcing the ice into 
a compact body, and urging it north-westward; subse- 
quently N. W. winds set in, drifting it southward, and 
separating the floe-pieces ; but the change of wind being 
accompanied by a considerable fall of temperature, they 
were either quickly cemented together again, or young ice 
formed over the newly opened lanes of water, almost as 
rapidly as the surface of the sea became exposed. Daring 
the month the thermometer ranged between -[-36° and -2° 
Two more bears ^nd a raven have been seen. A wearied 
ptarmigan alighted near the ship, but before it could take 
wing again the dogs caught it, and scarcely a feather re- 
mained by the time I could rush on deck. 
•* (jur beautiful little organ was taken out of its case to- 
day, and put np on the lower tleck ; the men enjoy its 
pleasing tones, whilst Christian unceasingly turps the handle 
in a state of intense delight ; he regards it with such awe 
and admiration, and is so entranced, that one cannot help 
envying him ; of course he never saw one before. The 
instrument was pre^nted by the Prince Consort to the 
seai^ching vessel bearing his name which was sent out by 
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toi^j Franklin in 19M ; it Is now about to pass iti Child 
jnnter in the frozen Regions. 

Two dogs ran off yesterday, in the vain hope, I euppofife, 
of bettering their condition, — we only feed them three 
time's a week at present; they retnrned this morning. ' 

Seals iare daily seen upon the new ice, bnt in this donbt- 
fal sort of light they are extremely timid, therefore our 
sportsmen cannot get within shot. The bears scent or hear 
onr 3og8, and so keep aloof; even the shark has deserted 
US, the bait remains intact. ' The snow crystals of last night 
are extremely beantiful; the largest kind is an inch hi 
length; its forni exactly resembles the end of a pointed' 
feather. Stellar crystals two-tenths of an inch in diameter 
have also fallen ; these have six points, >nd are the most 
exqntsite things when seen under a microscope. I reniem- 
b^noticing them at Melville Island in March,. 1853, when 
the temperatiire rose to +8^; as these were formed last 
tiight between the temperatures of +6° and +12®, it 
would appear that the form is due to a certain fixed tem- 
perature. In the sun, or even in moonlight, all these crys- 
tals glisten most brilliantly ; and as onr masts and rigging 
are abundantly covered with them, the ' Fox' was never so 
gorgeously arrayed as she now appears. 

IBth. — One day is very like another; we have to battle 
stoutly with monotony ; and but that eaeh tweoty-^foor hours 
brings with it necessary though trivial duties, it would be 
difficult to remember the date. We take our guns and 
walk long distances, bnt see nothing. Two of the dogs go 
hunting on their Q3rn account, sometimes remaining abseat 
all night. What they find or do is a mystery. 'The weather 
is generally calm and cold— very fiavorable for freezing pur- 
poses at all events — for theiiee of only three weeks' growth 
is two feet thick. 

I hardly expect any considerable disruption of the ke 
t>efore the general break-up in th^spring, yet we do nf»t 
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troit wy of oor promloDB apoQ it^ iii^r is it suffioirMitl j ttiU 
to set up a magnetic obseryator/, for which pcurpose the in* 
straiiiQnts have been supplied to us. 

Petersen still hopes we may escape' and get into Uper- 
nivilr, as the sea is not permanently frozen over there before 
December. I am 6urpri3eH to hear that eagles have been 
seen so £ar north as Upernivik, although it is but twice in 
twenty-four years that specimens have been noticed there. 
In Richardson's 'Fauna Boreal! Amerlcatia ' the extreme 
northern limit of these birds is given as 66° ; but Upemivik 
i«in12io. 

A few bear and. fox tracks have been seen, but no living 
creatures for several days, except a flock of dueks hastening - 
southward, and a solitary raven. • 

It is said that Esquimaux dogs will eat evefjrthing except 
fox and raven. There are exceptions^ however; oneflbf 
ours, old " Harness Jack," devoured a ra/en with much 
gusto some days ago. All the other dogs allowed their 
harness to be taken off when they were brought on board ; 
but. old Jaci will not permit himself to be unrobed; when 
attempted, he very plainly threatens to use his teeth. This 
canine oddity suddenly became immensely popular, by con- 
stituting himself protecting head oi the establishment when ^ 
one of his tribe Uttered ; he took up a most uncomfortable 
position on top of the family cask (our impromptu kennel), 
and prevented the approach of all the other dog»; but for 
his timely interference on behalf of the poor little puppies, 
I verily believe they would all have been stolen and de- 
Youred 1 Dogs may do even wor^e than eat raven. 

I have attempted some experiments for the purpose of 
determining the mean hourly change of oscillation of a pen- 
dulum due to the earth^s diurnal motion ; but as mine was 
only 11^ feet in length, I failed of any approach to accu- 
racy. The mean of several observations gave 11° 47', 
whereas the change ^ to-our latitude i^ about li° 30'. A . 
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single ezperuaeDt fave 14*^ 10' aod this was the kmgfisi in 
paint of time of uny. of tkem, the pendalnm hafisg swnng^ 
for thirty-six minutes. 

24</i..^Furious N. W. and S. E. gales have alternated of 
late 5 the ship is housed over, to keep out the driving snow ; 
80 high is the snow carried in the air that a little box per- 
forated with small boles and triced up 50 feet high is soon 
filled up ; this box is supplied morning and evenmg with a 
piece of prepared paper to detect the presence and amount 
of ozone in the atmosphere ; it is a pcfculiaF pet of the 
Doctor's. . 

At eight o'clock this evening I noticed the falling of a 
very brilliant meteor; it passed through the constellation of 
Cassiopoeia in a N. N. E^ direction before terminating ita 
visible existence, which it did very mach like a huge rocket ; 
thB flash was so brilliant that a man whose back was toriied 
to it mistook the illumination .for lightning. « 

2^h. — Our school opened this evening, under the auspi- 
ces of Dr. Walker He reports eight or nine pupils, and 
is much gratified by their zeaK At present their studies 
Are limited to the three R's — reading, 'riting, and 'rithme- 
tic. They have asked him to read and expl^ ^something 
instmctiTe, so he intends to make them aeqoainted with the 
^de- winds and atmosphere. Tbis subject affords an oppor- 
tunity of explaining the uses of our thermometer, barome- 
t&r, Q2Sonometer, and electrometer, whieh they see ns take 
msch interest ^^- ^^ ^ delightful to find a spirit of inquiry 
amongst them. . Apart from scholastic occupation, I give 
them healthful exercise in spreading a thick layer of snow 
over the deck, and encasing the ship all round with a bank 
of the same material. 

28^^ — ^Midnight. This evening, to our great astonish- 
ment, there occurred a disruption and movement of the ice 
within 260 yards of the ship. The night was calm; the 
reflection of a bright moon, aided by the more than ordinary 
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britliaticj of the stars upon thte snowy expAn^e, raarde ft 
appear to oa almost daylight. As I stt now in my eabin I 
can distinctly hear the ice crushing ; it resembles the con- 
tinued roar of distant surf, and there are many other occa- 
sional sounds ! some of them remind one of the low moan- 
ing of the wind, others are lotid and harsh", as if trains of 
Jieavy wa^ns with un greased axles were slowly laboring 
along. Upon a less-favored night these sounds might be 
appalling ; even as it is,, they are sufficiently ominous to in- 
vite reflection. Cape York has been in sight for some dayS/ 
past. 

29<ft; — Another heavenly night, and still greater ice dis- 
turbance ; some of the crushed-up pieces are nearly four 
feet thick. The currents, icebergs, and changes of tempera- 
tare, may contribute to this ice action ; but I think the 
tides are thie chief canse, and' for these reasons: that it 
wants but two days to the full moon, and that the ice- 
movements are almost confined to the night, and change 
their direction morning and evening. - Now we know that 
the night tides in Greenland greatly exceed tfe^ day-tides. 
One thing is evident — the weather continues calm, there- 
fore the winds are not concerned in the matter. 

2nd Nov. — 'Having observed some days ago that a few 
of the dogs, were telling away — from some canse oT other 
not having pot on their winter clothing before the recent 
cold weather set in — ^they were all allowed on board, and 
given a good extra meal. Since then we, can searoeiy 
keep them out. One calm night they made a charge, and 
boarded the ship so suddenly that several of the men rushed 
up very scantily clothed, to see what w^s the matter. Vig- 
orous measures were adopted to expel the intruders, and 
there was desperate chasing round the deck with .broom- 
sticks, &c. Many of them retreated into hole?* and eor* 
ners; and 4 wo hoars elapsed before they were aH driven o^^ 
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but though the chase was hot, It was cold * enotigfe^ w<Jrk for 
the half-clad men. 

Sailors nse quaint expressiohB. The nightly, foraging 
expeditions are called " sorties ;" they point oat to me the 
various corners between decks where the ''Mce corrodes/' 
t. €,y the moisture conden'ses and forms frost; a ramble 
over the ice is called "a bit of a peruse." I presume this 
indignity, is offered to the word perambulation. 

There was a very sudden ca-ll " to arms'' to-night Whe- 
ther sleeping, prosing, or schooling, every one flew out upon 
the ice on the instant, as if the magazine or the boiler 
was on the point of explosion. The alarm of " A hear 
close-to, fighting with the dogs," was the cause. The luck- 
less beast had approached within 35 yards of the ship ere 
the quartermaster's eye detected his indistlBCt outline against 
the snow; so silently had he crept up that he was within 

, 10 yards of some of the dogs. A shout started them up, 
and they at once flew round the bear and embarrassed his 
retreat. In crossing some v^ry thin ice he broke throttgh, 
and there I found him surrounded by yelping dogs. Poor 
feilow 1 Hobson, Young, and Petersen had each lodged a 
ballet in him ; but these only fecemed to Increase his rage. 
He succeeded in getting ont of the water, when, fearing 

.harm to ihe numerous by-standers «tid dogs, or that he 
might escape, I fired, and luckily the bullet passed through 
bis brain. - He proved to be a full-grown mSte, 1 feet 3 
iqches in length. As we all aided in the capture , it was 
decided that the skin should be orfered to Lady Franklin. 

The carcase will feed o~nr dogs for. nearly a month ; they 
were, rewarded on the spot with the. offal. AH of them, 

• however, bad not shown equal pluck ; sorais ran off in-evi- 
dent fright, but others showed no symptom of fear, plung- 
ing or falling into tj^ water with Bruin. Poor old Sophy 
was amongst the latter, and received % deep cut in the 
fiditmlder from one of his claws. The authorities havei pi«- 
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scribed doable allowance of food for her, and say sbe ^ill 
soon recover. 

For t^B few moments of its duration the chase and death 
was exciting. And how strange and novel the scene ! A 
misty moon affording but scanty light— dark figures gliding 
singly about, not daring to a{>proach each other, for the 
ice trembled under their feet — the enraged bear, the wolfish 
howling dogs, and the bright flashes of the deadly rifles. 

3rd.— -I remained up the greater part of last night tak- 
-ing observations, for the evening mists had passed away, 
and a lovely moon reigned over a calm enchanting night ; 
through a powerful telescope she resembled a huge frosted- 
silver melon, the large crater-like depression answering to 
that part from which the footstalk had been detached. Not 
a sound to break the stillness around, excepting ti'hen some 
hungry dogf would return to the battlefield to gnaw into the 
blood-stained ice. 

On the 1st the sun paid us his last visit for the year, 
and DOW we take all our meals by lamp-Hght. 

^th, — In order to vary our monotonous routioe, we deter- 
mined to celebrate the day ; extra grog was issued to the 
crew, and also for the first time a proportion of preserved 
plum-pudding. Lady Franklin most thoughtfully and 
kindly sent it on board for occasional use. It is excellent. 

This evening a well-got-up procession sallied forth, 
marched Tonnd the ship with drum, gong, and discord, and 
then proceeded to burn the effigy of Guy Fawkes. Their 
blackened faces, extrava'gant costumes, flaring torches, and 
savage yells, frightened away alt the dogs ; nor was it nntil 
after the fireworks were set off and the traitor consumed 
that they crept back again. It was school-night, but the 
men were up for fun, so gave the Doctor a holiday. 

13/A. — Yesterday I had*Jthe goo4 fortune to shoot two 
seals ; they were^ very fat, and their stomachs were filled 
with shrimps. To-day Young and Petersen shot three 
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more, fSo&tnvLny (Ahem have be«ti seen. TMft is obeerifig, 

and entices people ont for hours daily. There is ja8t> 
enoQgh motement in the ice to keep a few narrow lanes and 
small pools of water open ; the floes er fields of ice are 
more inclined to spread out from each other than to dose. 
We haire latterly been drifting before northerly winds. 

l^h. — A renewal of ice-cmshing within a few hundreds 
yards of ns. I can hear it in mj bed. The ordinary sound 
resembles the roar of distant surf breaking heavily and con- 
tinuously ; but when heavy mass^ come in collision with 
much impetus, it fully realizes the justness of Dr. Kane's 
deserlptire epithet, " ice-artillery." Fortnnatel-y for us, our 
poor Tittle * Fox' is well within the margin of a stout old 
fioe ; we are therefore undisturbed spectators of tceconflicta 
which would be irresistible to anything of human consCmc* 
tion. luNnediately about the ship all is still, and as fiar as 
appearances go she is precisely as she would be in a secure 
harbor — housed all over, banked up with snow to her gun- 
wales. ^In fact, her winter plumage is so complete that 
the masts alone are visible. The deck and the now useless 
sky-lights are covered with hard snoV Below hatches we 
are warm and dry ; all are in excellent health and spirit«, 
looking forward to an active campaign next winter. God 
grant it may be realized ! 

Yesterday Young shot the fiftieth seal, ^n event duly 
celebrated by our drinking the bottle of champftgne whiefa 
had been set apart in moi'e hopeful times to be drunk ou 
reaching the North Water — that unhappy failure, the more 
keenly felt from being being so very unexpected. 

Ee^ersen saw and fired a shot into a narwhal, which 
brought the blubber out. When most Arctic creatures are 
wounded in the water, blubber more frequently than blood 
appears, particularly if" the wound is superficial — it spreads 
over the sdrface of the water like orl. Bills of fare vary 
mncfa, even in Greenland. I have inquired of Petersen, and 
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he teilo m& that the Gfeeolaad BsiiaiaiMix (ther^^ ure maojffr 
Oreenkndere of Danish origin) are not agreed a« to which 
of their animals afford^; the most delicioos food ) some of 
them prefer reiudeer venisoo, others think more faTorably 
of yoang dog, the flesh of which, he asserts, is /'just like 
the beef of sheep." He says a Daaish captain, who had 
acquired the taste, provided some for his guests, and they 
praised his muUon ! after dinner he sent for the skin of the 
animal, which was no other than a large red dog I This, 
occnrred in Greenland, where his Danisii gaesta had resided 
for many yearvS, far removed, from European muMon. Baked 
puppy is a real delicacy all over Polynesia: at the. Sand- 
wich Islands I was once invited to a feast, and had to feign 
disappointment as well as I coold on being told Uiat puppy 
was so extremely scarce it could not be procured in time, 
and therefore sucking pig was substituted 1 

l^th, — ^A heavy southerly gale- has increased the ice. 
movements ; happily we are undisturbed. As Young was 
seated under the lee of a humn^oek, watching for seals to- 
pop up to breathe, the strong ice under him suddenly crackei^ 
and separated I He escaped with a dueking, and was ju^s^ 
able to reach his gun from the bank ere ft «ank tlUiOugh th§^ 
mixture of snow 'and water. ; 

Yesterday we were all out; I saw only one seal,- but waa 
refreshed by tl|e sight of a' dozen narwhals... It is a pj^sitive 
treat to see a living creature of any kind. The onl/ birds 
that remain are dovekies, but they are ^arce, and, being 
white, are rery rarely visible. 

The dogs are fed every second day, when 2 lbs. of seaPs 
flesh— previously thawed when possible — is giveji to ea^h ; 
the weaker ones get additional food, and they all pick up 
whatever scraps are thrown out; this is .enough to sustain, 
but not to satisfy them, so they are continually on the look-oat 
for anything eatable. Hobson made one very happy with-i 
out inteniling it ; he meant only to give him a ki^k, but hi^ 
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dl|)per, l>eiiig down at heel, flew off, and away went the 
iQckydog in triamph with the prize, which of course was no^ 
more seen. 

Two large icebergs drifted in company with us ; onr rela- 
tive positions have remained pretty nearly the same for the 
last month. 

2Srd. — A heavy gale commenced at N. E. on the 21st, 
and continued for thirty-six hours unabated in force, but 
changed in direction to S. S. W. ^ appears to have been 
a revolving storm, moving to the J^". W. Yesterday as the 
wind approached S. E., the temperature rose to -|-32^ ; the 
deck sloppy *, the lower deck temperature during Divine 
Service was 16° 1 1 As the wind veered round to S. S. W., 
the wind moderated, and temperature fell j this evening it 
is — 1^. How is it that the &. E. wind has hronght U8 
such a very high temperature ? Even if it trai^ersed an nn* 
frozen sea it could not have derived from thence a higher 
temperature than 2^°. Has it swept across Greenland—- 
that vast superficies partly enveloped in glacier, partly in " 
snow ? No; it must have been borne in the higher regions 
of the atmosphere from the far south, in order to mitigate 
the severity of the northern climate. 

Petersen tells me the same warm S. E. wind suddenly 
sweeps over Upernivik in midwinter, bringing with it abun* 
dance of rain ; and that it always shifts to the S. W., and 
then the temperature rapidly falls: this is precisely the 
change we have experienced in lat. 16°. I believe a some- 
what similar, but less remarkable, chajsge of temperature 
was noticed in Smith's Sound, lat. 18P N. 

2bfk' — Mild " Madeira weather," as Hobson calls it, 
temperature up to +1°. By my desire Dr. Walker is occu- 
pied in making every possible experiment upon the freezing 
of salt water ; the first crop of ice is salt, the second less 
so, the third produces drinkable water, and the fourth is 
fresh. . Frosty efflorescence appears upon ice formed at low 
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tempemtarai ia ealm irealh^-^U fs brine etpresaed by the 
ftot of freesiag. We need ^ot wonder that dogs, when driren 
hard over this ice, which soon cuts their feet, suffer intense 
pain, and often fall down in gts ; nor that somir, failing 
from young (se^ ice, wholly or partially thaws, even when 
the temperature- is but little above zero; when near the.^ 
freezing point the yonng ice thus coated over become sladgy 
and unsafe. 

22th, — ^Keen, biting, ¥. W, winds. No cracks in the ice, 
therefore no seals. Grey dav^n at ten o'clock, and dark at. 
two. The moon is everywhere the sailor's friend, she is i^ 
source of comfort to ns here. Nothing to excite conver*. 
eation, except an occasional inroad of the dogs in search 
of food; this generally occurs- at night. Whenever the 
deck-light, which burns. under the housing happens to go 
out, they scale the steep sn<^w banking and rush round the 
deck like wolves. "Why, bless you. Sir, the werry moment 
that there light goes out, and the quartermaster tarns his 
back, they makes a regular sort^^, and in they .all comes.'' 
*'But where c?o Tliey come in, Harvey?" "Where, Sir? 
why everywheres ; they makes no more to do, but in they 
comes, clean over all." Not long ago old Harvey was 
chief quartermaster in a liue-of-battle ship, and a regal ar 
magnet to 'all the younger midshipmen. He would spin 
them yarns by the hour daring the night-watcbes about the 
wonders of the sea, and of the Arctic regions in particu- 
lar — its bears, its icebergs, and still more terrific "auroras, 
roaring and flashii^ about the ship enough to frighten a 
fellow 1" 

ZOth. — Severe co^d has arrived with the full moon ; eight 
days ago the thermometer stood at the freezing-point, it is 
now 64° below it 1 So dark is it now that I was able to 
observe an eclipse of Jupiter's first satellite before three 
o'clock to-day. For the last two months we have drifted 
reely backwards and forwards before N. W. and S. B. winds ;. 
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each time we have gained a more off-shore position, being 
gradaaiij separated farther and further from the land by 
fresh growths of ice, which invariably follow up everj ice- 
movement In this manner we have been thrust out to the 
S.W. 80 miles from the nearest land, and into that free 
^ace which in autumn was open water, and which we then 
Tainlj straggled to reach. 

That the ice has been most free to move in this direction 
is additional evidence of the recent prozimitj of an open 
fi^a, and shows that in all probability — I had almost said 
eertainty — we should have sailed, or at least drifted into it, 
had it not been for those enemies to all progross^ the 
grounded bergs. 
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CHAPTER V. _ 

. \ ■ ',. 

Burial ift th? pack^-M.usk oxen in lat. HQ^ nortli— Thrift of tho Aretio 
foj^ — Tho aurora affects the electrometer— An Arctic Christmas — 
Sufferings of Dr. Kane's deserters— Ice acted on by wind only— :How 
the sun ought to be wclcomied — Constant action of tlie io«:;-IUtnfa 
• of the seote — Rovolviftg stoniu 

4th Dec. — I HAVE just returned on board from the per- 
formance of the most solemn duty a commander can be 
called upoi\ to fulfil. A funeral at.s^ is always peculiarly 
inlpressive ; but this evening at seven o'clock, as we gath- 
ered arounii the sad remains of poor Scott, reposing under 
an Union Jack, and l*ead the Burial Service by tha light 
of lanterns, the effect could not fail to awaken very serious 
emotions. 

The greater part of the Church Service was read oa 
board, under shelter of the housing; the body was then 
placed upon a sledge, and drawn by the messmates of the 
deceased to a short distance from the ship, where a hole 
through the ice bad been cut: it was then '^ committed to 
the deep," and the Service completed. What a scene it 
was I I shall never forget it. " The lonely * Fox,' almost 
buned in.snow, completely isolated from the habitable world, 
her colors,.half-mast high, and bell mournfully tolling ; -our 
little procession slowly marching over the rough surface of 
the frozen sea, guided by lanterns and direction -posts, amid 
the dark and dreary depth of Arctic winter ; the deathlike 
stillness, the intense cold, and threatening aspect of a murky, 
overcast sky ; and all this heightened by one of those strange 
lunar phenomena which are but seldom seen even here^ a 
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eomplete bftla eneirolfng tbe moon, through whttih passed a 
horizontal band of pale light that encompassed the heavens ; 
above the moon, appeared the segments of two other halos, 
and there were also mock moons or paraselenae to the nuoN 
ber of six. The misty atmosphere lent a very ghastly hue 
to this singular display, which lasted for rather more than 
an hour. 

Poor Scott fell down a hatchway two days only before 
hia death, which was occasioned by the internal injuries theri 
received ; he was a steady, serious man ; a widow and family 
will mourn his loss. He was our engine-driver ; we cannot 
replace him, therefore the whole duty of working the en- 
gines will devolve upon the engineer, Mr. Brand. 

llth, — Calm, clear weather, pleasant for exercise, but 
steacliiy cold ; 'thermometer varies between -20*^ and -30*^. 
At nO(to the blush of dawn tints the southern horizon, to 
the north the sky remains inky blue, whilst overhead it is 
bright and clear, the stars shining, aini^^e pole-star near 
the zenith very distinct. Although there is a light north 
wind, thin mackerel-clouds are pasaing from south to north, 
and the temperature has risen 10°. 

I have" been questioning Petersen about the bones of the 
musk oxen found in Smithes Sound ; he says the decayed 
Bkalls of about twenty were found, all of them to the north' 
of the 79ih parallel. As they were all without lower jaws, 
he says they were killed by Esquimaux, who leave upon the 
gpdt the skulls of large animals, but the weight of the lower 
jaw being so trifling it is allowed to remain attached to the 
flesh and tongue. The skull of a musk ox with its massive 
horns cannot weigh less than 30 lbs. 

Although it has been abundantly proved by the existence 
of raised beaches and fossils, that the shores of Smith's 
Sound have been elevated within a comparatively necent 
geological period, yet Petersen tells me that there exist 
numerous ruins of Esquimaux buildings, probably one or 
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two e«&tctrie8 old, all of whieb Ufa aitnated apoa very knr 
poinU, onlj just saffioieotly rai&ecl above the reach of the 
Nsea ; such sites, in fact, as \iroald at presenjb be sel^ted bj 
the natives. These ruins shoiy that no perceptible change 
has taken place in ttie relative level of sea and land since 
they were originally constructed. At Petersen's Greenland 
.home, Upernivik, the land has sunk, as is plainly shown by 
similar ruins over which the tides now flow. 

Any thing which illustrates the habits of animals in such 
extremely high latitudes I think is most interesting ; their 
instincts must be quickened in proportion as the difficulty 
of subsisting increases. Foxes, white and blue, are very 
numerous ; all the birds are .merely summer yisitora, there- 
fore the hare is the only creature remaining upon which 
foxes ean prey ; bnt the hares are comparatively scarce i 
bow then do the foxes live for eight months of eachr year 1 
Petersen thinks they store up provisions during the sommer 
in various holes «.nd crevices, and thus n)anage to eke oal 
an existence during the dairk winter season ; he once saw a 
fox carry off eggs in his mouth from an eider-duck's nest^ 
"one at a time, until the whole were removed ; and in winter 
he has observed a fox scratch a hole down tbrou^ very 
deep snow, to a cache of eggs beneath. ^ 

The men are , exercised at building snow huts ; for winter 
or early spring traveling, this knowledge is almost indtspeo- 
sable. Upon a calm day the temperature of t^e external 
air being -^3^, within a snow hut the tliermometer stood 
IT^ higher, this important difference being doe to the trans- 
mission of heat through the ice from., the sea beneath* 

Evaporation goes on through ice from the water under- 
neath it. The interior of each snow hut is coated with 
crystals, and the ice upon v^hich the huts are built is four 
feet thick, but when no longer in contact with water I can- 
not discover any evaporation from ice. For instance, a 



'iMhnui screeb on deck vhicb liecame wet by the iadden 
thaw last motitfa still Temains frozen stiff. 

14tih. — Of late there has been much damp upon the lower 
deck. This has now been remedied by enclosing the hatcfa- 
waj within a comraodioas enow-porch, which serves as i& 
condenser for the steam and vapor from the inhabited deck 
fe^ow. 

19^. — Light N. W. winds, with occasional mists; the 
temperature is oompamtively mild : -12^ to -25°. 

It is now the time of spring-tides ; they cause nameroas 
tsracks in the lee ; but why so, at such a great distance from 
the land, I cannot explain. The three nearest points of 
land are respectively 110, 1*40, and 180 miles distant from 
ns. 

Much anrora dining the last two days. Yesterday morn- 
ing it was visible nntil eclipsed by the day-dawn at 10 
o'clock. Although we could no longer see it, I do not 
think it ceased : very thiA clouds occupied its place, 
through which, as through ^the anrora, stars appeared 
scarcely dimmed in fustre. I do not imagine that anrora is 
ever visible in a perfectly clear atmosphere. I often ob- 
serve it just silvering or rendering luminous the npperedge 
of low fog or cloud banks, and with a few vertical rays 
feebly vibrating. 

Last evening Dr. Walker called me to witness his snccefls 
with tlie electrometer. The electric current was so very 
weak that the gold-leaves diverged at regular intervals of 
fo«r or five seconds. Some hours afterward it was strong 
enough to keep them dif^erge^. 

2lst — ^Midwinttcr day. .- Out of the Arctic regions it is 
better -known aadthe ^or<(sMay. At noon we conld just 
read type similar to tfee leading article of the * Times." 
Few people could read more than two or three Wnes without 
their eyes aching. 

2W.' — Oar Chrp^mas was a very cheefful, merry ob«. 
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The men were supplied with several additional articlefr, i 
as hams, plum-paddings, preserred gooseberries and apples, 
nnts, sweetmeats, and Burton ale. After Diyine Service* 
they decorated the lower deck with flags, iind made an im- 
mense display of food. The officers came down with me to 
see their preparations. We were really astonished 1 The 
mess-tables were laid out like the counters in d. confec- 
tioner's shop, with apple and gooseberry tarts, plum and 
sponge-cakes in pyramids, besides Tarions other unknown 
pufifs, cakes, and loaves of all sizes and shapes. We bake 
all our own bread, and excellent it is. In the backgronnd 
were nicely-browned hams, meat-pies, cheeses, and oilier 
substantial articles. Kum and water in wine-glaAses, and 
plum-cake, were handed to us : we wished them a chappy 
Christmas, and complimented them on their taste and spirit 
in getting up such a display. Our silken sledge-banners 
had been borrowed /or the occasion, and were regarded with 
deference and peculiar pride. 

In the evening the officers were enticed down amongst the 
men again, and at a late hour I was requested, as a great 
favor, to come down and see how much they were enjoying 
themselves. I found them in the highest good humor witli 
themselves and all the world. They were perfectly sober, 
and singing songs, each in his turn. I expressed great 
satisfaction at having seen them enjoying themselves so 
much and so rationally. I conld therefore the better de- 
scribe it to Lady Franklin, who was so deeply interested in 
every thing relating to them. I drank their healths, and 
hoped our position next yei^r wojSU be more suitable for - 
our purpose. We all join&i in drinking the healths of 
Lady Franklin and Miss .Cmci»ft, j^d nmiA the acclama- 
tions which followed I retorned to my cabin, immensely 
gratified by such an exhibition of genuine good feeling, 
such veneration for Lady Franklin, and such loyalty to the 
canse^ of the expedition. It was very pleasant also that 
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they had taken the most cheering view of our Aiture pros- 
pects. I verily believe I was the happiest individual on 
board, that happy evening* 

Our Christmas-box has come in the shape of northerly 
winds, which bid fair to drift us southward toward those 
latitudes wherein we hope for liberation next spring from 
this icy bondage. 

28^ — We huve been in expectation of a gale all day. 
This evening there is still a doubtful sort of truce amongst 
the elements. Barometer down to 28.83; thermometer up 
to +5° although the wind has been strong and steady from 
the N. for twenty-four hours, low scud flying from the E., 
snow constantly falling. An hour ago the wind suddenly 
changed to^g. S. E. ; the snowing has ceased ; thermometer 
falls «id barometer rises. 

- 2nd Jan. 1858. New-Year's day was a second edition 
of Christmas, and quite as pleasantry spent. We dwelt 
much upon the anticipations of the future, being a more 
agreeable theme than the failure of the past. I con- 
fess to a hearty welcome for the new year — anxious, of 
course, that we may escape uninjured, and sufficiently early 
to pursue the object of our voyage. 

Exactly at midnight, on the 31st December, the arrival 
of the new year was announced to me by our band — two 
flutes and an accordion — striking up at my door. There 
was also a procession, or perhaps I should say a continua- 
tion of the band ; these performers were grotesquely attired, 
and armed with frying pans, gridirons, kettles, pots, and 
pans, with which to join in and add to the eflFect of the other 
. music I 

.We have a very level hard walk alongside 4ihe ship ; it is 
narrowed to two or three yards in width by a snow-bank 
four feet high. In the face of this bank some twenty-five 
holes have be^u excavated for the dogs and in them they 
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•peod most of tbeir time. It looks t^rjr fonnidiibfe in ^ 
moonlight, being a good imitation of a casemated batterj. 

After our mbber of whist on New Year's night, Petersen 
related to us some of bis dreadful sufferings when with the 
party of deserters from Dr. Kane. They spent the months 
of October and November in Booth Sound, lat. *11^ ; all 
that time upon the rerge of starvation, unable to advance 
or retreat. For these two months they, had no other fuel 
than their small cedar boat, the smoke of which was not en- 
durable in their wretched but, Itnd without light, for the sun 
left tbem in October, unless we except one inch-and-a-half 
of taper daily, which they made out of a lump of bees'-wax 
that accidentally found its way into their boat before leav- 
ing the ship. In December they regained thtfir reasel. I 
am surprised that no account of the eictreme hardships of 
this party — so far exceeding that of their shipmates on 
board — ^bas ever appeared •, and I I'egret it; as I belieie 
they owed their lives to the experience and fidelity of their 
interpreter Petersen.* At first the Esquimaux assisted 
them ; latterly they were quite unable to do so, and became 
anxious to get rid of their visitors- Observing how weak- 
ened they had become, the Esquimaux endeavored to Se- 
parate them from their guns and fi-omeach other, and even 
used threatening language. 

During December we drifted 67 miles, directly down 
BaflBn's Bay toward the Atlantic, aiid are now in lat. Ti^. 
Although ij; is quite impossible to discriminate between the 
several influences which probably govern our movements, or 
to ascertain how much is due to each of them — such as the 
relative positions of ice, land, and open ymteVf winds, cur- 
rents and earth^s rotation — yet it appears in the present 
instance that the wind is almost the sole agent in hastening 
this vast continent of ice toward the latitudes of its disso- 
lution. We move before the wind in proportion to Its 
strength : we remain stationary in calm weather. Neither 

* Tor a thrilling account of the safferingg of this party, see ''God- 
frey'tf Narrative of the Kane Arctic Exploring Expedition." 
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^Sitffticfe nor'Stibiriarfffe entrant has been deteteted ; lire la'r^e 
icebergs obey the same influences as tbe stirface ice. We 
haye noticed a. slight set to the westward — it is not likelj 
to be produced bj cnrrent, and may be the resolt of the 
earth*s iiiotion from west to east. 

6^A.— T-Many lanes of water. A seal has been seen, the 
only one for six weeks. Of the old ice which so closely 
hemmed as iti tip to the middle of September, ther* is 
hardly any within several miles of us except the large ffoe- 
piece we are frozen to. Every ci'ack or lane which opens 
is quickly covered with yottng ice, so that it cannot clo^e 
again ; and. in this manner the old ice has been spread out. 
I rejoice in its dispersion . 

To-day I put a tumblerful of. our strong ale (Alsopp's) 
on deck to freeze : this was soon effected, the temperature 
being -36^. After bringing it below, and when its temper- 
ature had risen to IT^, it was almost all thawed — at 22^ it 
was completely so : it looked muddy, but settled after 
standing for a couple of hours, whien I drank it off, in 
every way satisfied with my experiment and my bee^; it 
seemed none the worse for its freezing,- but rather fiat from 
its long exposure in a tumbler, 

l*Jth. — Northerly winds blow almost constantly. "We 
have drifted 60 miles since the 1st, and are only 115 miles 
firom TTpernivik, — once more upon confines of the habitable 
world I good light for three hours daily ; all this is cheer- 
ing. We continue our snow-hut practice, and can bolld 
one in three-quarters of an hour. 

^^h. — The upper edge of the sun appeared above the 
horizon to-day^ after an absence of eighty-nine days ; it was 
a gladdening siglit. I sent for the ship's steward, and asked 
what was the custom on such occasions ? " To hoist the 
colors, and serve out an extra hailf-gill, sir," was the ready 
reply : accordingly, the Harwich lion soon fluttered in a 
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breeze caol •aaagh to stiffen the limbs of ordinary liota, 
and in the eyenipg the grog was issued. 

30^^. — Oar messmate Passj is unwell, and won't eat ; in 
vain has Hobson tempted her with raw seal's flesh, pre- 
served* salmon, preserved milk,, etc. ; at length castor-oil 
. was forcibly administered. Puss is a great favorite. Our 
finest dog, Sultan, is also sick,«nd his coat is in bad order ; 
blubber has been prescribed for him ; — and poor old Mary 
has fits, not uncommon after the long winter. Petersen im- 
mediately ordered her to be bled by slitting her ear ; but 
Christian, in his fright and haste, cropped the tip of it off. 
These comprise our only medical cases. A dovekie, in its 
white winter plumage, and two seals have been seen lately. 

15^ Feb. — The returning daylight cheers us up wonder- 
fully — not that we were suffering, either mentally or bodily, 
but the change is most agreeable; we can take much longer 
walks than were possible during the dark period. The men 
have been supplied with muskets, and go out sporting as 
ardently as schoolboys. I took a long walk towards one of 
ottf iceberg companions, but could not <|uite reach it, as 
weak ice intervened, each step producing an undulation. 
Finding the point of my knife went through it with but 
very slight resistance, I gave up the attempt and turned 
back. The ship's masts were scarcely visible in the dis- 
tance ; almost the whole of the intervening ice was of this 
winter's growth, and in many places much crushed up. 
- Daylight reveals to us evidences of vast ice movements 
having taken place during the dark months when we fancied 
all was still and quiet; and we now see how greatly we have 
been favored, what innumerable chances o^ destruction we 
have unconsciously escaped I A few days ago the ice sud- 
denly cracked within ten yards of the ship, and gave her 
such a smart shock that every one rushed on deck with 
astonishing alacrity. One of these sudden disruptions oc* 
Gurred between me and the ship when I was returning from 
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tiM iceberg ; the Boa wis just setting as ifrfoiind iDyself eat 
off. Hftd I be<$n on the other «ide I woald have loitered to 
enjoy a refreshini^ gaze upon this dark streak of w&er ; but 
after a smart ron of about a mile along its edge, and finding 
no place to crOSB, yisions of a patrol on the floe for the 
long night of fifteen hoars began to obtrude themselves I 
At length I reached a place where the jagged edges of the 
floes met, so crossed and got safelj on board. Nothiog 
was seen daring this walk of nearly 25 miles- e2:oept one 
seal. Recent gales have drifted us rapidly sonthward i 
eracks and lanes are very unmerous. 

On the Ist a blue (or sooty) fox was shot. Although 
130 geographical miles from the nearest land he wi^ very 
fat^ hence we argue dovekies were much more numerous 
during winter than we supposed. We have often noticed 
the tracks of foxes following up those of the bears, pro- 
bably for discarded scraps of the seals upon which they prey. 
Hobson's favorite dog " Chummie" has returned, after an ab- 
sence of six days, decidedly hungry, but he can hardly have 
been without food all that time; some fox may have lured 
him off. He evinced great delight in getting back, devoted 
his first attentions to a hearty meal, then rubbed himself up 
against his own particular associates, after which he sought 
out and attacked the weakest of his enemies, and, soothed 
by their bowlings, coiled himself up for a long sleep. 

Is^ JforcA.— February has been a remarkably mild, 
doady, windy month : the winter temperature may be said 
to have passed away by the 10th, the average temperature 
for the first ten days being -25°, whilst for the remainder 
of -the month «it was -11°. Hdd one fallen asleep for a 
month at least, he could not reasonably have expected to 
find a greater change on awaking. Our drift has been also 
great, — 166 miles. We are south of the^ TOth parallel, and 
may soon be expelled from our icy home. 

On the 24th there was a fearful gale of wind. Had not 
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^t lid!»lig iNKen iery w«11 Mcftveid, it iA«»t liftvs timi Uamt 
Awfty. We ftre prepuring for sea, fM&OTiisg the mi^vr fmm 
off the deck aod round the ship ; otir s^lights hare been 
dug oat (in winter they are always corered with a thick 
layer of sttow), and the fiood of light whidi beams do|Rm 
Hirongh them is quite oharming. How intolerably «oo*ty 
arid smoke-dried eYerythfng looks. ^ 

On the 2Yth the first seal of t^ls year was fl^ot ; it eanie 
in good time, for the fifty^onie seals ^ot in autamn wer^ 
finished on^ly two days b^ore : our iinglish supply of dogs' 
food therefore remains almost untouched. Snow was Ob- 
seared to melt against the ship's side exposed to the sun, 
the tiiermometer in the shade standing at --2^^ ! A vei^ 
fine dog has died from eating a quantity of salt fish, Whieh 
he managed to get at, although it was supposed to be quite 
out of his reach. 

One of the two large icebergs Which commenced tfeis 
voyage with us last October, in T5}° Ni, has drifted out of 
eight to the BE., the other one is far off in the N:W. I 
attribute the{H8 increased distances solely to the spreading 
abroad of the interrening ice. 

When we w^re fttr north, and probably drifting mofe 
slowly than the ice in l^e stream of Lancaster Sound to the 
westward of us, the ship's head turned very gradually from 
right to left, from N .N. W. to W. ; when about the paralM . 
df 72® N., we supposed ourselves to be drifting fester than 
the western ioe ; in this, as ifl the previous case, comparing 
our drift with that of Lieutenant De Haven, the ship's head 
slowly shifted back to the right as far as W. N. W. ; latterly 
it has not changed at all: we are in a narrower part i^ 
Davis' Strait, where the winds probably blow with equal 
force from shore to shore and drift the whole pack at a 
unifbrm rate. 

bth, — On the 2nd four fat seals And some dovekfes were 
allot ^« the largest seal weighed ItO lbs., the smallest 150 



lbs. ; tfaej were males of the species Phoca Iiespida, or 
Phoea foetida, the latter eptithet being by far the most ap* 
propriate at this season ; the disagreeable odor resembles 
garlic, and taints the whole anfmal so strongly that even 
Bsquimaax are nearly overpowered by it : this is almost 
the only descriptioti of seal we have obtained, but the 
females are at all seasons free from fetor. Several long 
lanes of water extend at right An gits to the straits. 

The Doctor has taken a photograph of the ship by the 
albumen process on glass ; the temperature at the time was 
loj/ejio-vf zero. Upon the 3rd and 4th a well-remarked revolv-. 
^pg storm passed nearly over us to the W. N. W. ; itHi e;^- 
treme diameter was 30 hours, that of the strength of the 
l^le 18 hours; \\» oeutre probably pass^ abpat oii^-te^th 
of its. diiaweter to th^ 8. W. The barpoieter waS; ratbpr./ 
high, haTiirg rise^ j;i)3t before thei wiqd commenced at N. £. ; 
bat it 90 w fell half aQ inch in ten hours, and continued to. 
fall uatil the wind shifted — almost suddeuly-r-througlt ^. & 
to^ S. S- W. ; imwediaAely the barooaet^r got up Tajadly,. 
As the barome^r fell> th^ t^Mopcimt^r^ rose frpm i^ero tp. 
+ 18°, aud fell agaiu ^ftfor tfee el^^ng^ of wi^^d. Ti4». 
Yiolent fitoffEQ brought wUb it a u^ftrt ^^iL-sbow«r. 

The d^ressioo of. th« i»% i^bofjt thi9 bow^ k^ copii^qj^i^^uc/ef 
of a vast accumulation of snow-drift up^in it, broftghA th^^ 
. ghip down by the hoa4 cpnslderably ; tp-day thig ice eijd- 
denly detached itself, aud t^e^fore part pf th^ ¥es{i^]l spr;aQg| 
up; she still remains frozen ai^d held down ab^ Thei 
snowi-banking looks very woe-begone after this iperquake ; 
it incliues out from the ship, and \fi many placea has bjsea 
prostrated by the shock. 

Early on the moruipg of the ttl^ the high laud of Pisco 
was seen ; ita distanpe V4^ upwards of 90 luUes. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

A bear-figlit — An ice-nip — Strong guXee, rapid drift — The 'Fox' breaki 
oat of the pack — Hanging on to floe-edge — The Arctic bear — An ioe 
tournament — The 'Fox* in peril — A storm in the pack — Escape from 
the pack. ^ 

^ih March. — A bear was seen this tnormng; but as he 
was going away from us, the dogs were brought out in the* 
hope that they might keep him at bay until the sportsmen 
<?ame up. It was very pretty to see them take up th^ soent^ 
th« moment they caught sigjit of him they set off at fo>I 
speed. Bruin had seen them first/ and increased his pace 
to ^ clunisy gallop, yet the dogs were soon around him; he 
seemed to care but little about them, steadily making oiT 
and following the trending of a recently frozen crack in 
Inarch of clear water, evidently aware that his persecutors 
would not follow him there. ♦ 

After five hours all returned on board again ; out of the 
ten dogs four were wounded by his claws, — skin deep only, 
1)ut one of the wounds was seven inches inches in length, 
as if made with a sharp knife I this was sewed up, the 
others were merely trimmed, and nature, I am informed, 
will do all the rest. It is really wonderful what cures 
nature and instinct effect: notwithstanding the extreme 
cold, no external dressings are applied, because the animal 
must not be prevented from licking its wound. Petersen 
says this bear must be very thin, else he could not run so 
fast. I think it very probable that he has been hanted 
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before, and that fear lent him wings. A black whale hlfei 
been seen. 

llth, — Two small seals free-from taint were shot yester- 
day, so we bad fried liver and steaks for breakfast this 
morning ; both were good, but the steaks w#re preferred ; 
they were very dark and very tender, bad been cut thin, de- 
prived of ail fat, and washed in two or three waters to get 
rid of the blubber. 

IQth. — Several long lanes of water have again opened,' 
but now all of them extend parallel to the direction of the 
straits; one lane passed within 120 yards of the ship; its 
extremes are not visible even from aloft ; the ice upon its 
east siSe has a more rapid southerly motion than that upon 
its west side.' 

V ISth, — Last night the ice closed, shutting up our lane,, 
but its opposite sides continued for several hours to move 
past each other, rubbing off all projections, crushing and 
forcing put of water masses four feet thick : although- 120'- 
yards distant, this pressure shook the ship and cracked the 
intervening ice. 

I went out with a lantern to see the nip, — it certainly wa« 
awe-inspiring ; no one in his senses could avoid reflecting 
upon the inevitable fate of a ship if exposed to such fearful 
pressure. It is now spring tides. 

i9ih. — All yesterday the lane remained open ; in the 
evening it closed with but slight pressure ; yet as the op- 
posing fields of ice continued to move in opposite directions, 
all jagged points were brushed off, and the debris thus 
f5rmed betwieen their edges presented a heaving surface of 
ice-masses, — an ice river. On the separation of the floes, 
mass after mass forced itself up to the surface, until at 
length all the submerged ice had risen, except such as had 
been forced quite under their edges. One sefldom meets 
with a cleanly fractured floe-edge, they are usually firinged' 
with crushed-up ice or newly formed sludge. * 



4i8r<{. — Seals tnd dorekie^ a,re now coninvoiv; tbe latter 
have already made considerable advances toward their sum- 
mer plumage. « 

Yesterday there wa^a very heayy S. E. gale ; it blew so 
furiously, and 4'he sno^-drlft was so dense, that we could 
neither hear nor see what was going on H;wenty yar4s off ; 
at night the ship^ becoming suddenly detached from the ice, 
heeled over to the storm ; until the cause was ascertained 
we thought the ice had Jbroken up and pressed against the 
ship. It was not so ; but when the weather moderated we 
found that there had been heavy pressure upon tbe edge of 
tjbe floes, — 90 iwuch, indeed, that the lane of wat^r was now 
within 70 yarda of tbe ' Fox ;' and that ice 4^ feet thick had 
been crushed during the storm for a distance of about 5Q* 
yards. 

^d/ftp-r-Strongp If. W' winds li^tely, the ship rocking to 
t^f^ br^eeze, and nibbing her poor sides against the ice, pro- 
4ocing. «, creaking e^ound which is far from pleasant. More 
iee squi^es^ing, apd a further inroad, upon our barrier ^ It has 
yielded slightly, nipping the ship, inclining her to port, and 
IjifUag her at^ru about a foot. OcQciisipiial |^roaningE| within, 
a^d Kn^ini;^ of the ic^ witjiout. 

Our boat^a pcoyi&Loos, sl^dj^es, knapsacks, i^nd equipment, 
are ready for a hasty departure, — beyond this we can do 
nothtog ; as ^ong as our friendly barrier lasts we need not 
(^, bat who can teU,tb€i moinentit may be demolished, and 
the ship exposed to diostruction ? I aip scribbling within a 
£»ot of the sternpostr-*ia ff^ct, there is a notch in my table 
to receive it ; and I sympathize with i<;s constant groauing8«; 
tbe ice allows it 1^0 rest. 

27^.-^troQg 1$. W, gal0 with a return of cold weather. 
We have drifted 39 miles ij^ the last forty-eight hours! 
Tha lane is ope^f the whole paek%ppear8 to hieive plenty 
9f room to drift, and, I am happy to add, is.taking advant- 
age of it, — 80 much so that the smaller pieces floeitinij^ freelj 
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wint» ooiBi!{mi}idi3, th^ icbtersp, wm va ^i^tJk f^w dsjB aguy, - 
far away to the N. W. ; it mayiie stiH visible^ from aioft, 
but tl»se Mai%l» gti^cs^ cat sa keeolyi ^tkat^ tiie evoir's-nest is 
but sdckxm' nsitoii; 

. 33{s&*f-AQbdKr ISi. W. -gii^s ;< it is aito- sfMn^ tides, aad 
tkis fsdnjkiiietiOii nmbes oie fewgftl of ioe iBovcaHeiit sad 
pF^flSinse; but it seems «b if t^ paek bad mora roost to 
iiie^e id, as it 6xm hot dliwe mireb. Ssais »re often shot, 
btaif tracks afe cotntamii abdnarwhais are freqa^Dtfyseeti- 
iQiUnLtiiiii;'' nortfainird; Th& bears must prefcr ttie nlgbt* 
time for wandering abont, else w^e <s6Qld irot help seeiag^ 
tWn ^ we oftaii fi»d th^r tracks within a; f^w hundred jftrds 
qI tb«8Wp. 

jOtfacHi|;& ih0 last, yet this is tfae coldest day of tbe 
month — ^the thermometer down to -2^^. The mean tom^- 
prirfatorei fofr Mvreh has been nnnsoally bigb, ^S^.; wlrilst 
Ejtutelaaiit De Havmi's was -1T°. Notwithstandlag' that 
failtfvy S. E. faUs haTe three times df ivie» us backwmitl, yMT 
we lurni adyaneed 100 miles Airiher down Da? is' Straits. 

6^^ AprU.'^TO'^Aj we enjoy ftrie weather, the more j«>' 
sifliee it eomes after a tremendoos* northerly gale of ft^ty* 
ei|^ hourss' dnttttion. Two days ago the frkmdlj old floo^ 
m loajg onr bolwi^rk of defence, was craek^; the lane of: 
waiter thus formed soon widened to 60 yards, passed wiihiir 
d0 yards. of the 'Pox,* and cut oflF three of our boats. 
Testerday morning another craek detiaobed the remaining' 
3^ yards ft<om as, and: as it widened the ship swung across^ 
the opening; as qniokly as we could effect it the ship was 
Again placed alongside the ice and within a pn^eeting 
poiat; bad it closed only: a few feet whilst she fakyaoross 
the lane, the consequences mast hare been Ter^ seriutaL 
Syeii to effect this sligfK change of positioa we were^ fblly 
oce»pied fav Iter bonrs ; for tfae gale btew fqriosfsiy^ endi 
tlraraottietev sioed at 13^ below m&, mi the coId:Wi^snii|R 
1 
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iiiiicli Mt ; oar h*wMrs vtte ftofeeft so ttiff m ta he quite 
mimeimgeable, and we were obliged to luse the ebaki cabte 
to warp the ship into safety. 

Throagbovt yesterday the wind cootinmed extremely 
strong and. keen, — ^fortnnately the ice remained perfectly 
still': onr futtiiels refused to draw np the smoke ; so that 
between the suffocation, the coid» and anzietjr lest the ice 
should nkore, oar Easter Monday was snflh^iently miserable. 
The half of oar poor dogs were cot off from the ship bj 
the lane, and continued to howl dismally nntil late, when 
the new ice over the lane was strong enough to bear them, 
and they came across to as. 

To«day we hare recovered the boats, Aoi foor seals, seen 
two whales, and much water to the eastward ; we are in 
latitnde et^ 18' N., and highly delighted with Uie rapi£tj 
^oi oar soathem drift. ^ 

li^h. — Yesterday evening the setting san rendered ridfaie 
-the western land, probably Cape Dyer. We have drifted. 
)iO miles in the last week, ond ate only IS miles from De 
Haven's position, of escape ; bat as we are two months 
earlier, we must expect to be carried farther south. 

12IA-. — This morning we drifted inglorionsly oat of the 
Arctic regions, and with what very different feelings firom 
those with which we crossed the Arctic circle eight Bioiiths 
ago 1 However, we have not done with it yet; directly the 
ice lets as go, we will (D.Y.) re*enter the frigid zone, and 
" try again,'' with, I trast, better snccess. 
• A gull and a few terns- appeared tO'^ay ; these are th^ 
first of our snmmer visitors. The temperatare im proses ; 
yesterday at one o'clock it was +19^ in the shade, +1^^ 
in the crow's nest 70 feet high, and +51^ a^inst a biack 
sarfhce exposed to the sun. 

10^;t.-- -Last night a bear came t^he ship, was wonnded 
bat escaped ; to-day the tracks were folio w# ap for three 
miles, the bear founds and again wonnded— finally tiie .ini; 



Itkkj beliflt was shot ift ihe water seTea milefl from the 
the ship ; it was lost in conseqnencd of t^ rapid driftiiig 
of the ice, which ran over the fioatiogji^arease. 

ToHiight a ^ense fog-bank rests upon the wmter to th« 
sonthward ; its apper edge is iUmntBaied by aonxa, show- 
ing a faint tremalons light.^ 

17^;ii._Another northerly gale; holding fast to^theio* 
with three hawsers ; snow-drift limits the vfew to a coapla 
of miles, so all to the eairtward appears water, and to the 
Westward iee. 

Last night the iee opened considerably : to secare the 
ship occupied us for six hours ; several of the dogs were 
again cut off; as the ice they were on was rapidly drifting 
away, I sent a boat to recover them ; it was a diffieul^and 
hazardous business, bnt at length the boat and dogs re- 
tnrned in safety, to my great relief, for it was both dark and 
late. 

ISth. — Yesterday morning when I wrote ^p my journal, . 
I was hoping to hold on quietly to the floe-edge until the 
wind moderated, when with clear weather we could take 
advantage of the openings and make some progress towards 
ttie clear sea. We were unable to hold . on, for the floe- 
edge broke away, setting us adrift ; some time was occupied 
in fetching off the boats and dogs, — five of the latter unfor- 
tunately would not allow thepiselves to be caught. As speed- 
ily as possible the rudder was shipped and sail set, and be- 
fore three o^clock the ship was running fast to the eastward ! 
During the night the ice closed, and at daylight scarcely 
any water was visible ; with the exception of a couple of 
icebergs, all the ice in sight was not more than two dayd 
old ; it mainly owes its origin and rapid growth to the 
immense quantities ^f snow blown off the pack. 

It still blows hard, and the thermometer stands at 11®. 
A sudden opening of the ice this forenoon allowed us to 
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vttiL &4ew Bicliefl io«nhw«rd» and jtbieti it elosed ftgaio ; 1^0 
ve now BDrEoaiided: bj yooQg iee. 

20^. — W& have J;{eeii eairried rapidiy past the positioa 
whero^tbe Arctic discotery ship ' Reao^iife©' was picbed v^. 

Ytoteniay three beavs^a filittar petrel^ and a Baow-bant- 
ing were seen ; to-day a fine beac <n|ib9 willm Ii5^<yard8|, 
flod WB9 sfa^Btbjr bar flpi^ftavieil} raa th«y w^^ standing 
nH|od iti flfterwardal npoa^ IhA I ite^ft am^Uradal^ .th97Qp}}y 4m% 
wen for MTepal d[ay8, popp^ ii|» it» bea4 as i^ to m^% 
over its fallen enemy — it -was of course ins.tiMJtIy sJioVf 
we have learnt. td isclttem iseal'a liver: fi^rbrf^fiastTfry 

It sfewB.bwdiy right to call poiar b^iawf ZcM apao^la ;. 
tfbey 4bot|iid berfr,^l l-O geographwi^l wil^ fJKNsa-tbe iiewas^ 
laftd,-*ftp4MiE very loo$e ;broMn-^p:i€!e, whicfi 'is ^^leadilj: 
driftiiig lulo the Atlantic ^tt: the vate of; 12 or ):4 m^es 
daily; to remain upon it would insure their destruction j( 
W'e!re::th0y not ueitfly amph^ious ;. they hciivt bjTfBcenti and 
are c^nsHjantly mmtiiQ^ across and agt^insl the wind, whkhf 
pr$»vai}s: from t)ie northward, so thatr ther sacae instjiA^tr 
wWehdii^ctjj their search for prey^ also serves; the iiapar^. 
aatpan|0fi6of gi)idi|ig them iu^ the direq^tionof ^:)aQ#r 
ffud mor» solid ice. : * 

.. I r^^ouirked that the upper part of bpth Bruin's foreps^igi 
wirre riibbed quite bare ', Petersen explains thjEit to siirprisi^* 
the seal a bear crouches down with his.forepawa doubled- 
qqderneath, and pushes himself noiselessly forward w4th ^9, 
hinder legs until within a few yards, when he* springs upon 
the unsuspecting victim^ whether in the water or iipoa the 
ice. The Greenlandersare foudof bear's flesh, but never 
eat either the heaart or Ijver, and say that the^e parts cause 
sickness. No instance is knowr^ of Greenland- bears attkck* 
ing men^ e;rcept when wounded or fyrovoked j they never 
disturb the Esquimaux graves, although they teldoiu fail ta 



Q 

n 
as 

>■ 
a; 



i I 

n 38 



5 3 
sC O 

^ 3 



feO 




THEN' ^^■ YORK , 
PUBUi ' ^mRY 



TILDE N r Nf..> !«<»«», 



wihittitBfA943i e«a?B 6m^, iMth k a wvUm* ddDstraetfon 
of loose stones abore ground. 

A native of Upwrniyik, one dark winter's flay, was out 
Tisitiiig hh seal-nctft. He found a seal entani^ed, and, 
whijst kneeling down over it upon the ice to get it clear, be 
•r^ceired a elapon the back^— from hia companioo as fee sup- 
posed; hut a aeeoffd aad faeaTter blow nidd« him look 
smart^ roiittd. S^was hofror-^trickea to see a pecblf^rfy 
grim old bear instead of his comrade I without deigning 
fnither notice of tije man, Brain tore tiie 6eal-oat of the net 
.^Biid commenced bis sapper. He wns not iniernipled ; noir 
did the man wait to see the meal finished. 

I had long ago resolved, if we ^scaped before the 15«h, 
«(r>the 20Ui jii»*il at the latest, to go tq NewfotondlaDd to 
ftfreah the*cfiew and to refits evea If no damagie from the ioe 
9h(^iiiid Ibe eastainyed. In ordet'j:<^p 6o it woaid have %een 
ii0ci$sear^ for od^^to visjt^ OreavTand port for a sappty of 
|rater« We coiild aot have calcblated upon much assistaoee 
from our engibes npon sach a voyage, MK Brand alone 
*Mng (»pabie <$ working the engines,.' so ithat f«fn m twelve 
ll^VB daily is %\l the steaming < that s^odld have been ex- 
pelled; 

But we .sxB still ice-locked, so I p«iTpose going to«Hol- 
$i»i4b^ig in pre&sende to a more southern port, astliere 
tre n]»^.espeet to getreffudeer and a small (Supply of stbiieil 
8ailfd)le to oar wahts/ Tbe wbalers somelimes rea^ Mnis6 
in March, Upernivik in May, and the North Water early Iq 
l^ae. ITnless wh shoald bent onee set free, we woald not 
kaye tiopre to spate for a ITeiRfouudland voyage. 

^4^»^Another anjKions week, has passed. Latterly we 
have eiopei^eneed southwesterly currents wstmttar to those 
which .JPwry d^erihes when beset here in Jntte, 181$. To* 
day we have had a strong S. B. bre<fese, witb enow and dark' 
HFe^er.:; Tto^Nmd ted greatly Moderated wlo^atltesweir 
rsMito^ liil':i^K»t eightr'o'olQbk thia evening. It i0 oO^.tM 
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o'c^lock ; the loii^ oceaa sirell «1rt«tdy Uha it* cnst lli« fcflSl 

above the hollow of the sea, caoBing its thick covering of 
icy fragments to dash against each other and against ns 
with unpleasant violence. It is however very beaotifnl to 
look upon, the dear old familiar ocean-swell I it has long 
been, a stranger to us, and is welcome in oar solitade. If 
the ' Fox' was as solid as her.neiglibors, I am quite sure she 
would enter into this ice-toiimament wttb all their apparent 
heartiness, instead of audibly making known her sufferings 
to us. Every considerable scrrfhce of ice has been broken 
into many smaller ones ; with feelings of exultation I watched 
the process from aloft. A ioe-piece n«ar us, of 100 yards 
in diameter, was speedily cracked so as to resemble a sort 
of labyrinth, or, {»till more, a fieldi-spider's web. In tbe 
course of half an houe the &mi]y resemblanoe was totilfy 
lost; they had so batlerej^ ejich other, and .sUtiggled out of 
their original regularity. The rolUng seat^n no longer be 
cheeked; "the pack has taken upon itself the fknctiona-of 
an oeean," as Dr. Kane graphically expresses it. 

2^A. — ^At sea 1 How am I to describe the events of the 
last two days ? It has pleased God to accord to us a d^ 
liverance in which His merciful protection contrasts^-^hoir 
strongly I — with our own utter helplessiess ; as if the suc- 
cessive mercies vouchsafed to us during our long, long 
winter and myeterions ice-drift had been coneentrated and 
repeated in a single act Thus forcibly does His great 
goodness come home to the mind I 

I am in no humor for writiirg, being stili tired, seedy, afnd 
perhaps a little seasick ; at least I have a headaebe, caQsed 
by t-be rolling of the ship and rattling ooise of everything. 

On Saturday uight, the 24th, I went on deck to spend 
the greater part of it in watching, and to determine what 
to do. The swell greatly increased.; it had evidently been 
approaching for hours before it reached us, sinee it rose in 
FQportiod fw the ice was broken up into smftller p!eee&-' 



ht ^ Adrt ^me bat f&w 4( tbem w«r^ 64(ad ia sm CH the 
ediip's 4eek ; most of them not half so large. I knew that 
near the pack*edge the sea wouki be ?ery heAvy and dan- 
gerons; bat the wind was bow fair, and haTtng aaxiiiarj 
steam-power, I reserved to push oat of the ice if possible. 

Shortly after midnight the ship waa under sail, ^owly 
boring her way to the «&stward ; at two o'olook on Sunday 
m<Nmipg oommenced^lteaming, the wind havi^ fSailed. > By 
eight o'clock we had adfa&ced ccNisideRibiy to tiie east- 
ward, and the swell had beeome dangeroosiy high, Uie 
waves rising ten feet above the trongh of the sea« The 
shocd&aof the iqe against the ship wece aiarm^ly heavy; 
it became neeessary to steer exactly head-on. to swell We 
slowly passed a small iceberg fiO or 70 feet high; the swell 
forced it cradling tbroogh the padc, leeiYing a stacdl vAter- 
apaee in its wake, bat safficient to allow the seas to break 
a^inst its diffs, and throw the spray in heaiFy showers 
quite over its summit. 

The day wore on without change, except that the saov 
and miets cleared off. Gradually the swell increased, and 
rolled along more swiftly, becoming in fact a very heav^y 
regular sea, rather than a swell. The ice often Imj so 
closely packed that .we could hardly force ahead, althoogh 

. the fair wind had again freshened np. Much heavy hnm- 
moeky ice and. lajrge bei^-pieces lay dispersed through the 
pack ; a single thump fVom any of them would have been 

instant d^trucUon. By five o'clock the iee becane more 
loose, and clear spaces of water could be sees ahead. We 
went fister, received fewer though still move ^seTcfre ^loclcs, 
until at length we had room to steer clear of tho heaviest 
pieces; aijid at eight o'cloA we emerged from the vitianous 
"pack," and were running fast through straggling pieces 
into a dear sea. The engines were stopped, and Mr. Brand 
permitted to rest after eighteen hoars' daty, for we now 
hacia DO. one else citable of driTis^ the engkiev. 
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niMngMot A« dttj I trBmbled'for lb« iMlGKy of tli# r^- 
der, and screw; deprived of the one or the otber, eTen f<Dr 
half an hour, I tbitib oar late would have been sealed ; to 
bare steered in anj other di^eetion than a-gaind the ew;$]l 
wonld hjare expoeed, aad protial>l7 eaeri6<ied <botb. 

Oar bow .18 varj%trot)f^lf ft>itifi«d, wetl plated exteraalljr 
witb ireia, 4Uid so wwy ib^DP' ithat^fhe iibe-iii|ieee% vepeal^y 
hurled agaiiMt the ah^p b^y .|he>aiirelh*8 sherotre'ta meet It, 
werejtbus ro^ibfd -of- tb«rir do«trn«lRve lioree ; ^t^y stroek as 
obliqaefy, jet oao^edtbe yeesel to shtke vioiently, the bells 
to rinf^and almost knocked as olT oor lega. On maay oc-. 
eaiioDS tbe eog^ines wens stopped dead bj ice choking the 
screw; onoaitwas aon^e miaates before it -co^ld be^^otto 
revoire uguia. Anxious momeats thone \ 

After yasteisdaj^ expenenee loan andevstaad h^w asen's 
hair has«tnmed gray in a few hoara. Had self-reliance -b^a 
mjaaij sapport and hope, it is not impossible that I Blight 
have illastrated the fact. Under the circaaistaaees i^ipd 
mjr:bert to insure oor safety, looked as stoical as possible, 
and iftwardly tniated thiit God would favor our exertions. 
Whata rekase.ours has-been, not only from eight months' 
imprisoBment, but from the perils of that one dayl Had 
oar littJe vessel been destroyed after the iccibroke up, there 
Tamained no hope for us. Bat we have beea broaght sakAj 
tbroDgb, and are all traly grateful, I hope^ and :belieye. 

I grieve to think of poor Lady Fraaklhi aad onrfilieii^s 
at home. Severely as we have felt the failure .of oor first 
season's operations, yei the iHrdeal is now over with ns : not . 
so with her and lhBni,<-r*tbey have still to experience that 
bitter disappointment. 

Oar difltanise within the paek-edge, where we first ma^e 
sail y^terday, was 22 miles, before we got clear of the 
ice the height of the waf ea was 18^ feet ; after passing 
through .the last of it therewas no inonease,.bot tha aea:waa 
more confoiMl;; Ja fsot^withta theifieaU iBiiior>d]itiwbaiiot8 



were quelled or merged into ooe regular fast-followiog swell. 
The ship and her machinery behaved most admirably in the 
straggle ; shonld \ ever hare to pass through such an ice- 
covered, heaving ocean^again, let me secure a passage in the 

Daring oar 24^ days in the packed-ite of Baffin's Bay 

and Davis' Straitis ;iwe ¥Eere drttbod 1194 geographical or 

1385 statute miles ; it is the longest drift I know of, and our 

^ winter, as a wbole^ may h^ ooaeidere^ as Mving been nafiM, 

but very windy. 

We are steering now for HQl8tein1;)prg» where I intend to 
refit and refresh the crew ; it is reputed to be the best place 
fbr]rei;gidj^r apc« tl|ie coa«^. . 
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CHAPTER yii. 

A kolidfty in Or««Bl«&d»iL Udy blue with tht eold— TbeAovw of Qrecii* 

]anders — Close shaving — Meet the whalers — iDformatlon of whalers- 
Disco — Danish hospitality — Sail from Disco — Kindness of the whalerg 
— I^anish establishments in Greenland. 

Wednesday nighty April ^^h. — Baitelt anchored at 
Holstelnborg, and moored to the rocks*; a charming change, 
after oar position only a few days back. We have been 
visited by the Danish residents — the chief trader or gover- 
nor, the priest, and two others : their latest European in- 
telligence is not more recent than oar own, bat the Danish 
' ship is hourly expected ; she usually leaves Copenhagen 
abont the middle of March. 

The winter here has been just the reverse of our own ex- 
perience ; it has ^een severe in point of temperature, but 
with very little wind ; the land lies buried in snow, and as 
yet there is no thaw ; it is too early for the codfishery, and 
not a single reindeer has been killed throughout the winter I 
Eider-ducks, looms and dovekies are abundant, as well as 
hares and ptarmigan. 

29</». — A bright and lovely day. Our poor, half-famished 
dogs have been landed near the carcases of four whales, so 
they must be supremely happy. I visited the Governor to- 
day, and found his little wooden house as scrupulously' 
clean and neat as the houses of the Danish residents in 
Greenland invariably are. The only ornaments about the 
room were portraits of his unfortunate wife and two chil- 
dren : they embarked at Copenhagen last year to rejoin him. 



and tli« lll^fe^d Te^el has nerei^ siflce been heard of. Pocn* 
Governor Elberg is in ill health, and talkg of retarning 
home — by home be means Denmark, the land of his birth, 
-a-nd where once he had a home. ^ 

SO^. — ^This is a grand Danish holiday : the inhabitaats 
«re all dressed in their Sunday elotbes^^at least, all who 
have got a change of garmetits^^and there is both morning 
•and evening service in the amM wooden church. As the 
Governor conld not be persaaded to nnlock the door of the 
dance-honse, onr men tetanied on board early; yesterday 
evening they were all on sh#re, and, with the JBsqaimanZ) 
•were sqaeexed into this one large room : to be squeezed in a 
<^rowd of human beings is positive enjoyment after a win- 
ler^s iselatioB Bsch as oiirs has been* Old Harray coast*- 
tated himself master of the cei^monies, and with hn flute 
led the orchestra ; it consisted of one other fiateand a fiddle ; 
tie managed to perch himself above all the rest, at one end 
-di the room, ajid played with snch vigor that our l)laejaefe- 
^s and the Esqnimaux ladies danced away mcM^ furicHisly 
for hoars/ These ladies can dan^e in the least .possible 
apace, their costnme being particularly well adapted for the 
parpose, partaking as it does much more of the ** Blooiiier^ 
than the " crinoline. " 

' Christian looks immensely happy : his conn try men regard 
him as a man whose fortune is made, and the wofiien gaie 
^Hh admiration upon his neat saflot's dress, and his good- 
natured, full, round face, and.huge foX shinit^ cheeks ; Mr. 
Petersen is in great request to interpret between the En- 
gli^b,. Danes, and Esquimaux. 

*ltk May, — 1 intended sailing fi>r Disco tbfe morning, bat 
wind and weather were adverse. We have obtained but 
little here except water, a tolerable supply of roek cod, . 
some ptarmfgat), harei^wildfowl, and a few kerns of stores. 
IPhc GovftnKyr'yibw thinks the Danish ship mast ha^ bpea 
instrncted to visit Godhaab before coming here. We \wA 
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-Mt letters to go kotee in litr, ftnd :tb^'Ottghtto:H')Pl6te- 
gland by the end of June. 

I visited to*day a small ledie at the foot of Meant OttOr 
ningham ; it is said to occupy >the centre of an ex^iaot toI- 
caao : but I saiv notluog to bear out tbe ass^rifciou. This 
is the only pturt of Greeuiaud wiiere «av).hqaakeB aire £^ts> 
The Governor told me of aa vMnsfitilly 8e?er^ fhock- wl;iic)i 
oocaited a wiuteror two ago. Ue was sittiog \a .his xdOflji 
reading at the time, when he heard a loud noise like the 
discharge of a.oannon; imjiiediately afterwards a tremulona 
.moti<m was felt, some giasses^pou the tfiUe beg^n to danc^ 
Abo«t, and papers lying on tho window*siU fell down: Miter 
« fow seooada it ceased. He thiiiks the motion oci^M^^ 
4Lt t^ lake, as it was not felt hf 8^i»e people beyiond it, t^ 
that i4 passed from N. £. to S. W. 

. This moantain scenery is really cbarming 4 bfik a li^^p- 
more aiiimai ltfe---reindeer, for instanc^r-would mak^4l 6^ 
^ttore phTafiiog in oar eyes. The k^ twelv^mon^'s pro4P|i<p 
of thk distrtet amounta only to 500 reindeer skin^ iBi8!tef4 
of aOOO, as in ordinary years. The clergyman ofHolstej^ - 
burg was bora in this colony, i^nd has succeeded h|f Ufji^ 
in the pries^y office ; bis wife is th« oi^ly florapcian,. f^§)p 
in the colony. Beiilg told that fael wa^ ^j^trisi»ely s<^fp 
in.thfi Banish houses, ^nd tbftt ** the priest's wife was l)lae 
vtth tbeieoid," I sent om sbore a pr^ent of son^ ^^is., 

Qu Bandny Aftemdon, hearing the church bell riiiigiiig^ J. 
w&at on shiore. It proved to b^ only a christ^tng^ fj^ 
Ut^e dusky iofbnt reoeived ^i long string of Surope^ 
names. There was a small deseription of barrel pi)g£^^; fgf 
tke sound of which theeongregp^tion joined iii, keepiag %]oud 
monotonous chant* Most of the young people had hgrio^r 
books in their hands, printed in the Esquimaux langqage. 

Barens see9 very abui^dant^ also ^^^rgo -grey falcons ; f&vr 
knpg tbe. dead wbalies m^j. biave attracjtje^ Afi ijinAs^^l »U0n* ' 
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PodrCSbfifllmii bis Mt dul^^lc^* d^pttiuly ifr l^e;' 
bat iMte 'eo^a^sd bamMlf to the oksftct of. hia aidotioDS, a> 
pretty Esquimaax girL Be aaked gu« tcMbiy to' giv& faei* 
a pacsft^ up to QodhAvn^ a8< he wkhed to leave- herai^ 
charigie of his. mother a&tU his retara there with us n^t . 
jNor, when, his ebg^sgefneat for thtt vc^ag e would be faifiiled. 
Haijag^heavdca mmor.of a j&amg iromaa awtiititig hh rt* 
t«fa t<y Oodhi^h, 1 taxed fain irltb it, bot be replied witb 
great aiaipiieilbj; thai '^he had oe^er prdmlsed her^aad 
wottld-^iioi marry ber^ a» hia ff iends objected to the mateb^ V.^- 
'WhMaredmgood.GDeenianders'cottiiogto? I peoommeiMfed 
tfaatbaTsbattld leave his betrothed iaherowa bome^ witb> 
faer^tncEtber and fiimilf. His askaog a pasMiga^ fer^ier, itr 
oad^r to leaneeha* with his motber^ ia stroag^ proof of thiv 
sfaeeritj of hia engagemaat, not only to hia lady love, bat 
te the ' *ox' atoo-- . 

I have: written to the Admindtj to aoeoant formy pro- 
Icttged ai^seitoe from England ; and to Dr. E*tiik<to iequaiai 
him with the- cause of my second visit to his iospeetopate. - 

GoTefinor RIberg faaa promised to get ma socaefossi) fish, 
to befoand dniy in Nortb Strom Fiord : they loa iateeeib^ 
ing^ aa b^g of naknown geoiogieai date. 

IQUJ^^^^a the morning of the 8th wo left HolsteiabOrg' 
With ft pleasant land wind aad tright weal^er. When W 
miles off ehore we were stopped by ice formed daiiag thekMl^ 
two nights, the thermometer having fallen to IS^; oat ia> 
the of&tg the wither wae gloomy and cold, and stnaag 
northerly winds were blowing. On closing liie laad agaloy 
we regained the oikhore wind and bright weather. 

Keepftig close along shore, and direadiag oar way throagh 
a vast deal of ''pack'' and namerons icebergs, wS gained 
sight of iJIfeco about noon to-day, and by the evening were 
withia an hoar's sail of Godh&vn, when we ivere again 
stopped by a broad belt of ice t^tehiag atong the coafttt* 
this was a Mtter disappoiBtment, oiore partscalarfyaa a^galaq 
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of wind with )ie*Tj ae* itm U^ rinmg, and foow begiming 
to fall tbieUj; tbtra was nothing for it, hoirever, hot to 
stand off nnder oaaj aail for the n^ht. 

I2ih.—Ai anchor at the Whalefish Islands. On tka even- 
ing of the 10th w^ stood off from the inhoapitable barrier 
of ice, prepared to neet tho stonn; anow fisU so thickly th*l 
we coald hardily see the ietberga in time to j^fold tbeas. 
We supposed oarseives.to be weU to leeward of the Whala- 
Q^b . IsUtads, bat were deceired by the tides ; suddenly 
a Ismail, low islet was seen on the lee bow ; not being able 
to pass to windward, we were obliged to wear ship, and, in 
doipg so, passed within the ship's length of destroetion — ton 
we were certainly within that distance* of the rocks 1 The 
isliet was covered with snow, and bnt for .B<Mne very few 
dSiTk points showing through, it could not he dis^gnid»«i 
from ice. On the 11th the weather impcoTed, and in the 
evening we cafne to onr present anchorage. From a bill we 
can wateh an opportonityto enter Godharn. Notwithstand* 
ing the blowing weather, some natives came about five 
miles off to us ; the water washed over their little kayabs, 
and kept the ocenpants' sealskin dresses streaming with wet 
np to their shoulders ; this part of their dress seems rather 
part of the kayak, as it is attached to it roond the hole in 
which the kayaker sits, so that no water can enter. It is 
wonderful to see how closely a man can assimilate his habits 
to those of a fish. '^>— 

The Danish cooper in charge of this ont-statlon tells w^ 
there are thirteen English whalers already oht, and some of 
them have been up to the north end of Disco ; two vesaelB 
are in sight The world, it appears, is at peace. Petersen 
was at on"^. time in charge of this station ; he is now seeking 
out his old acquaintances. ^ 

14^ — Summer has suddenly burst iipon us — ^thermome- 
t^np to 40°; moreover, we are enjoying English newspa- 
pets, and have dmed off roast beef and vegotables I 



Two days ago I sent A nete otf to a trhalor by a kayak, 
reqtiestiDg her ef4>tahi to lofid me soine newfipapers; the 
ntfte reached Captain J. Walker, of the 'Jane,' and jester* 
day his ship, aceofiipanied by the * Heroine,' Captain J.^ 
Simpson, Ifcpproached us, and they both, eame in to call 
upon mo, each of them bringing the retj aceeptal^e present 
of some newsri5apers, besides a quarter of beef, with voge*- 
tabl^. Notiiing conki exceed* thdr siaoere good tiling 
and kindness; they offered to snpply me with any tbtng 
tbeir ships could afford. The account they gave ctf last 
sieason is as follows: the whalers reached Devil's Point, 
uiear MelTille Bay, as early as the 21st of May: 8<>utherly 
lirlnds set in, and bl^w incessantly for six weeks, during ail 
which time they were closely beset, and the shipa "Sipsej^ 
alfd ' Undaunted' were crushed. WBen able to move, the 
fleet returned southward along the ^^padc^edge^" which waa 
-everywhere found to be impenetrable; they sailed south* 
ward ef Disco, and about the middle of July the earliest 
ships ^rounded the southern extremity of middle ice in }at«. 
62^, and found no dl£Sculty in their further passage to 
Pond's Bay. Oaptdiif Walicer says ships. 49onid not hare 
fsaehed Lancaster Sound, as there was mach lea north, of 
Pond's Bay which he thought extended quite across to MeW 
titie Bay. 

Hie position of the ice last season was eonsidwed to be 
most unusual ; the long prevalence of southerly winds ap« 
peared to have separated the tail of the pack frtm the ma» 
body, the former lying against the west land abont Cape 
Searle, whilst the latter was forced northward and presse^j^ 
olosely into Melville Bay ; the ships sailed freely between 
tiiese two great divisions, and found the west water tmnso' 
iiially extensive. 

Had I been able to collect a sufficient number of sledge* 
doga at Oodhavn last year, it was my intention to have 
saiied across t» 4he west side if possible, instead of piir^ 



itidfig tke. tisiiil fovto tkrongk ICaMtlf rlUy; bot^/^ 
OfiiDioita of tlra csfMbMos of the lovt wlMlersw^rd ia &Tor 
of * ''M^fille Bbj'^ pauage, and tbe adeeasky for obtain* 
ing dogt-teftme no ebok4 aa to whetbw I lihould propceed 
vast, -or north to. FraTon and UfiarniTik; I have already 
90orded wkat were my o|^nioaa 04 the Ume^ so need only 
ohaeire no«a that^ aHhovgh I laiied, I beUeve ay deciaioii 
was j«Btified by all for»ieii? ezpenene6> erea indc^ndently 
of the etreuttfitancea which obligad me to adopt it. NeTer- 
tfaekSB it is mortifying to find Hiat ships had reached aafar 
as Pond's Bay, end with bflt little diffiooltj. Sir Kdward 
Parry, npoa hts third voyage, did not reach the west water 
ttttil rery late in tbe season, althongh aeixie of the whalera 
aset with better success by following np another ronte. 

Thera is nothing oibre uncertain than ice*narlgftti<»), da* 
pendent as it is upon winds^ tetnperatores, and eorreota; 
one can. calculate Q|pon '^the chances," and how nearly we 
ncoeeded we have already seen. In tiiie pretcedii^ yea* 
(li856) s(Mne of the whalers got throogh MeMUe Bay aa 
early as the 15th Jane, only a few days afteif the commence^ 
ment ol \hb snramer's thaw. Gai))tain Wiklker teUa nsar 
theve are BMsy years in whkh the wbalera eaa paft «ipjtii<a< 
western shorclate in the season, but not sl^tays^ soi to M 
Pond's Bay; of Melville Bay after the lOth or l&th J^y* 
they IcBow nothing,, bat the voyages of discav^ry afford tts 
asiple dJBtails ; whilst of the soutlicm route almost B«thln|p 
has been made pablicTy known. 

There are many intelligent whaling esf>t'aiiie who posacM 
mnch valuable knowledge of these kmds and seas, and e?ei^ 
in the term incognita of Frobisher's Straits, whalers hnvn^ 
wintered, whilst our charts scarcely afford even a vagne 
Idea of the confignration of these extensive islands. The 
so-called^' Home Bay^ has been penetrated for fifty milesy 
and is supposed to be a strait leading to Fox's F«rthe»ti;i 
aoott'alnlet is also said to be a strait Icfading into>n:i 
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urn urtn of the sftme sea. A sonr^ifig^ Vessel wovM lie 
-Qgefally ecnf^loyed for A couple of suimiiers in tr»eiiig the 
goBeral ootline of ^se posseftsions of 9«r Majesty, more 
pftrtiealarly as they are rather thickly Inhabited by Esqul- 
maax most eager to barter tbeir produce for rifles, saws, 
'files; knives, needles, and each like articles. Qo<A coal has . 
been found npon Darbin Island (near Cape Searle), in a 
oonve|iieRt little cove npon its sbathem side ^ and as the old 
sailing whalers are fast being replaced by steamers, tbis 
place may become of great importance to them. 

We are refitting, shooting, and devouring quantities of 
excellent mussels ; eider ducks are very abundant, bot ex- 
tlremely shy. Poor Puss has been killed ; tempted on deck 
by the unusually warm weather, she was pounced upon by 
the dogs. 

It^. — Yesterday our attempt to enter the port of God* 
barein filled, it is still filled with ice. This evening Young 
•and I examined a narrow rocky cove — UpemiviE' Bay of 
the natives; fibding it suitable for our purpose, the ship 
was brought in an<f moored to the rocks. We were received 
with much kindness by our friends Mr. and Mrs. Ohrtk, and 
wetfe presented with a file of late English papers. A con- 
siderable supply of beer was ordered to be brewed for us. 

I found Mrs. Olrik without a fire in her sitting room ; it 
was annecessary ; the windows looked to the south, and the 
fttn shone brighdy in npon a profusion of geraniums and 
European flowers, at once reminding one of home, and re* 
fp^fng the senses by their perfume and beauty^ the merry 
voices of the j^hildren were also a most pleasing novelty. 
Mc Olrik says the past winter has not been in any way re- 
markable, exeept for Hie prevalence t>f strong winds ; April 
and the early part of May have been nn usually cold. 

84/^. — We did honor to Her Majesty's birth-day by 
dresBhig the 'Fox' in all her flags, and regaling her crew 
with plom-poddiog and grog. The ice having moved of; 
8 ^ 
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we h»vd cone^ into the harbor of Godliftvo, as bebg more 
conT€^i«at aod safe. The day Uaa been a busy one : we 
ha?e completed oor small pui-chases and closed onr letter^ ; 
I bave added another Esquimaux lad to our crew, taking 
with him his riiie, kayak, and sledge. This evening there 
has been a biisk interchange of presents between us and our 
Danish friends. I have been given an eider-down coverlet 
by the Governor, Mr. Andersen ; and, by Mrs. Olrik, some 
delicioQS preserve of Greenland cranberries, a tin of pre- 
served ptarmigan, aad a jar of pickled whale-skin ; my 
table is decked with European flowers, including roses, mig- 
Bonnette, and violets. 

With good reason shall we remember Godhavn; we 
have certainly been treated as especial favorites. 

2Uh. — Left Godhavn early yesterday morning, and an- 
•chored this afternoon in our old position off the Coal Clififs 
in the Waigat ; a party of seal hunters from Ataaekerdluk 
-came off to as, and their punting having terminated success- 
fully, they will assist us in coaling. From these men 1 ob- 
tained mnch information about this part of the coast; witkin 
a range of twenty miles upon the Disco shore there are four 
distinct coaling places ; but at this early season* two of them 
are deeply covered \\ith snow. There is also very good 
coal at the S. E. end of Hare Island, where it can be easily 
obtained. The ice in this strait broke up as long ago as 
the 3d April ; it has all drifted out to the northward, oiaif 
a few icebergs now remain. 

28^^. — Again hastening northward ; the business of coaI- 
itig was very speedily and satisfactorily completed, bat the 
quality of the coals is very inferior. Upon the green 
slopes our sportsmen found nothing but a few ptarmigan 
and a hare. 

Shortly after running close past the deserted settlement 
of Nonrsak, we arrived off a small bay, and were startiad 
by inding the water had suddenly changed from transparent 
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- blue to a thick muddy color, bnt there was no change in its 
. depth ; we were crossing the stream of " Makkaks Elvin," 
or Clay River, which empties itself into the bay after run- 
ning through a broad ancf extensive valley, said to abound 
with reindeer ; this river has its origin in lakes and glaciers 
in the interior, and the discoloration of the water is proba- 
bly the chief cause of success in white-whale fishing, which 
is carried on here in The autumn^ as those timid animals 
will not permit boats to approach them in clear water. 

This evening^ we are crossing Omenak's iPiord, and the 
land-wind, which here and all along the coast northwards 
blows from the N. E., has come off to us. 

3l8^. — Lying fast to an iceberg off XJpernivik. 

The whalers are all within a dozen miles of us, unable to 
penetrate further north. The season appears forward, and 
the ice much decayed ; but southerly winds prevail, retard- 
ing its disruption and removal. Captain Parker, of the 
* Emma,' tells me he does not expect to make a north pas- 
sage this year, and as his experience extends over a period 
of at least thirty years, I give his reason ; it is simply this, 
— that as during the months of February, March, and April 
northerly winds prevailed to an unusual degree, therefore 
southerly winds may now be expected to continue ; if he 
prove a prophet, it will be to our serious hinderance at this 
critical season. Governor Fliescher says the winter has 
been mild ; there has been but little wind, and that chiefly 
from the southward. 

Uh «7w«e.— We have received much kindness from our 
friends Captains Parker and J. Simpson, as well as from 
others of the whaling fleet ; the former has generously sup- 
plied us with many things we were rather short of, not only 
in ship's stores, but provisions and coals, and in return I 
have of course furnished him with a receipt for his owners. 
Captain Simpson has most handsomely presented the ' Pox' 
with a sail and yards, which, after some slight alterations, 
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will enable us to add a main topsail to oar spread of can- 
vas. For the two days we lay at the kebcrg, alongside of 
th« 'Emiaa,' I made furioiH attacks upon Captaiii Parker's * 
beefsteaks and porter; we amply availed ourselves of his 
hearty welcome. By the arrival of the fine steam whaler, 
'Tay,' from Scotland, we have received papers up to Itth 
April. • • 

This morning we slowly steamed away from XJpemivik, 
threading our way betwTxt islands, and ice, for about 30 
miles, and now await farther ice movement before it will be 
possible to proceed. 

These are called the Woman Islands, so named by the 
celebrated Arctic explorer John Davis, who visited them in 
Queen Elisabeth's reign ; he found here only a few old 
women, their frightened lords and more aictive juniors hav- 
ing effected their escape. ^ 

XJp»n one of these islands a^tone was picked up some 80 
. years ago, bearing a Ruuic inscription ; it was sent home to 
Copenhagen as a most interesting relic of the early Scfuidi- 
navian voyagers j but nothing was on it except the names 
of those men ** who cleared this place" (or formed a settle- 
ment), and the date, 1185, In all probability their sojourn 
was extremely short, perhaps only for a single summer. 
The Esquimaux did not make their appearance for i>earl7 
,t'wo centuries later. 

After Bgede's settlement At Godhaab in 1721, the Dan- 
ish trading establishments gradually extended along the 
Qoast^ and "Cpernivlk was one of them; but it appears to 
have been soon abandoned. During Kapoleon's wars all 
the Danish posts ^ere. witljdrawn, as the British fleet effect- 
ually cut off cdmmanication with Europe ; but after peace 
was restored in 1815, the trading posts were again resorted 
tO| and a new settlement formed near the ruins of the old 
one at Upernivik; it enjoys pre*eminence as the moftt 
aortiharn abode of civilized mati. 
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CHATTER Till. 

Fox' nearly wrecked — Afloat, and pnsli ahead — Arctie hairbre^tii es- 
MfMa--*Nearly oaagbt ia the pack — Shooting little auka — The Arctic 
liigblanders — Cape York — Crimson snow — Struggling to the westward 
— Reach the West-land— Ofif the entrance of Lancaster Sound. 

June Wu — ^Yestsbday morning we passed close outside 
Booban Inland ^ it is small bat lofty, its north side is al- 
most precipitous, yet notwithstanding this strong indication 
of deep water, a reef of rocks lies about a mile 0S it. I 
hftppened to be aloft with the ]ook*oat-man at half-past 
eight o^elock as we were steanxing through a narrow lead in 
the tee, when I saw a rock clo&e ahead ; ft was capped with 
ice, therefore nas hardly distinguishable from the floating 
masses around ; the engines were stopped and reversed, but 
there was neither time nor room to avoid the reef, which 
now extended on each side of |is, and nppu which the ship's < 
how stuck fast whilst her stern remained in 86 feet water; 
the .tide had just commenced to fall, and all our efforts to 
baal off from the rocks were ineffectual. The floes lay 
within d# yards of as upon each side. I feared their drift- 
ing down upon the slup and turning, her over; but fortu- 
nately it was perfectly cnlm, and as the tide fell, points of 
the reef held them fast. The ship continued to fall over to 
starboard ; at dead low water her inclination was 35^, the 
water covered the starboard -gun wale from the mainmast aft, 
and reached almost ap to the after hatchway ; at this time 
tl^e slightest shake must have caused her to fall over upon 
her side, wlMn she woidd have instantly filled and saals.>. 
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The dogs, after repeated ineffectual attempts to He opoa 
the deck, quietly coiled themselres up upon such parts of 
the lee gunwale as -remained above water aod^went to sleep. 

To me the moments seem lengthened out^ beyond anything 
I could have imagined ; but at length the water began to 
rise, antl the ship to resume her upright position. Boats, 
anchors, hawsers, etc., were got on •board again with the 
utmost alacrity, and the ship floated off unhurt after having 
been eleven hours upon the reef. We had grounaed during 
the day tide and were floated off by the night tide, which upoa 
this coast occasions a much greater rise and fall, — so far we 
were favored, but Vhe poor little * Fox' had a very narrow- 
escape ; as for ourselves, there was not the slightest cause 
for apprehension, three steam whalers being withia signal 
'distance. 

To-da^ we are steaming along after the three^yessels 
which passed us last evening and disappeared round Cape 
Shackleton during the night. The contrast between oar 
prospects yesterday and to-day fills one with delight,— to 
be afloat and advancing nnobstructedly. once more is indeed 
charming. 

1 Ith. — On the afternoon of the 8th we joined the steamers 
^* Tay,' Captain Deuchars ; ' Chose,' Captain Gravill, sen.; 
and * Diana,' Gravill, jun. After repeated ice-detentioos, 
we have reached Dnck Island. Captain Deuchars says 
there is every prospect of an ear*y north passage ; we have 
had several conversations about the Pond's Bay^oatives, 
and their reports of ships, wrecks, and Europeans. 'There 
appears to be not only great difficulty, but also uncertainty, 
in arriving at their meaning ; to form an idea of the time 
elapsed since an event, or the distance to the spot where it 
occurred, is a still harder task. I look forward to our 
visit at Pond's Bay with greatly increased interest. 
■ In August, 1855, when Captain Deuchars was crossing 
through the middle ice, in latitude ?0<^, he found part of a 
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fltasmer's topmast imbedded in Ifeavy ice; he algo sikw tte 
isODlded form of a ship'8 side, and thinks the latter^mast 
have sunk ; the. portion of the topmast visible was sawed 
'off and taken to England. It m most probable that the 
9%ssel was eitiier H, M. S. 'Intrepid' or 'Pioneer/ as two 
months later, and 250 miles further south, the * Resolute^ 
•wis picked up. Abonf two or three years ago, Captain 
Denchars lost his ship 'Princess Charlotte,' in Melville 
•Bay. It was a beautiful morning ; they had almost reached 
the North Water, and were anticipating a very soccessfnl 
yoyage; the steward had just reported breakfast ready, 
•when Captain Deuchars, seeing the floes closing together 
ahead of the ship, remained on deck to see her pass safely 
between them, but they closed too quickly ; the vessel was' 
^most through, when the points of ice caught her sides 
abreast of the mizenmast, and, passing through, held the 
wreck up for a few minutes, barely long enough for the 
crew to escape and save their boats ! Poor Deuchars thus 
mzddenly lost his breakfast and his ship ; within ten minutes 
her royal yards disappeared beneath the surface. How 
closely danger besets the Arctic cruiser, yet how insidi- 
ously ; everything looks so bright, so calm, so still, that it 
• requires positive experience to convince one that ice only ft: 
very few inches, perhaps only three or four inches, ahom 
water^ perfectly level, and moving extremely slow, could 
possibly endanger a strong vessel I The ' Princess Char- 
lotte' was a very, fine, strong ship, and her captain one of 
the most experienced Arctic seamen. He now commands 
the finest whaler in the fleet. 

• 14^/1. — ^^We have only advanced a few miles to the north- 
ward. The steamer ' Innuit' has joined our small steam 
squadron. Captain Sutter left Scotland only a month ago ; 
he has very kindly and promptly sent us a present of news- 
papers and potatoes. Captain Deuchars has also been 
gsttod ttioogh to supply irs with some potatoes and porter, 



UD fiUPKT QV PBrOYiaXOKB. Our. ^PXL 

pnrluips the moQt serrieeikbto preaont he cobU hare made 
Hi after our loog sabsisieoce apoQ aalt aad preserred 
meals. 

18^^.— Once more alone Id MeWille Bajr. Tbe ' lani^' 
and ' CbaM' steamed mnoh too fast for as, and the boAf^ 
the four Teasels, the * Taj,' parted from en m a thick fog 
yesterday. We baye come close 'along the edge of {he 
fixed . ice, passing about six miles out»de of the Babii» 
Islands, and (ire advtiuiQifig as opportunities offer. This 
morning tbe man who was stationed to. watch a nip about 
a quarter of a mi]e ahead of the ship, came. niaDiag bads^ 
pursued by three bears — a mother with hef halS-growa 
cubs. I suppose they followed him chiefly because he ran 
Trom them ; and i^t all cTents they were very ciose up before 
he reached the ship. Another besur was sees ^ont th« 
same time, but none of them camA within shot Botebiet 
(or little auks) are yery abundant. Seals are occasionally 
shot. I ate some boiled seal to-day, and found it good: 
this is the first time I haye eat€»i positiye blubber; att 
acrjpiples.respectiQg it henceforth yauish. 

^bih, — The laud-iee broke away iushoreof the 'Fox' on 
the I9tb or 30th, and we found ourselyes drtfdng 9oiitii^ 
^ard amongst eztensire fields of ice. Sad ezperietice baa * 
already shown us how absolutely powerless our small craft 
is under such circumstances. But after many attempts wb 
regained the edge of the fast ice this morning, and steamed 
merrily along it towards.Bushoan Island. Wlien within a 
few miles a nip brought us to a standstlU : here fiye or six 
icebergs lie encompassed by land-ice, and apparently aground; 
one s>f them juts oat and has caught the point of an im- 
mense field of ice< There is aome sligbtr moyement in the 
latter, but not enough to let us pass through; 

Twelve or eighteen miles to the south there is a cluster 
of bfergs, in all probability ^ag:rou.nd upon our " 70 fathom 
biiiM^" ojf last September. OEiie ieerfi^ appieiMM to rwl 
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agpaust tbem, ta botk to the e^ aod west there is nock 
dear water. Sxaetly at this spot Gaptaia Pennj was simi*. 
larlj detained b; a nip ia Augagt, 1850. Altboagh pro- 
gress is denied to iia at present, yet it is an unspeakable 
relief to hare got ool of the drifUng ice. 

I hare passed very many anxious days in Melville Bayj 
but hardly any of them weij^hed so heavily upon me aa 
yesterday. There was the broad, dear land-water within % 
third of a mile of me, clear weather, and a fair breeze 
blowing. The intervening nip worked sufficiently with 
wind and tide, to keep one in suspense ; it nearly opened at 
high water, but closed again with the ebb tide. I thought 
of the week already speQt in struggling anrongst drifting 
ftoes, and was haunted by visions of everything horrible- 
gales, ice-tsrnshing, etc. Nor was it consoling to reflect 
that all the sailing ships as well as the steamers might have 
actually slipped past us. In fact, I 6ia&t acknowledge that 
anxiety and weariness had worked me up into a state of 
burning impatience and of bitter chagrin at being so re- 
peatedly baffled in all my efforts by the varying yet eon* 
Unaal perplexities of ouur position. The only difference in 
hvca of om* prospects over those of the past year consisted 
in onr having arrived here two months earlier f but the itt- 
portance of this difference is incalculable. 

Tlie opportunities afforded by the delays to which we 
have been subjected were turned, however, to some account. 
Nearly one thousand rotehes were shot ; they are excellent 
Vatiug ; their average weight as four ounces and a half, but 
when prepared for the table they probably do not yield more 
than three ounces each. A young bear imprudently swam 
up t9 the ship, and was shot, — his skin fell to the sports- 
man, and carcase to the dogs. Several others have been 
seen : we watched one fellow surprise a* seal upon the ice, 
and carry it-^about in hi_s mouth as a cat does a mouse. 

VHh.-^Jjjing faat to the m off .the Crimson Cliffs of 
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Sir John Ross. Yesterday we sticceed<id in passing throi^l] 
tlie nip, end by evening reached Cape York. Seeing na» 
tlvcs running out upon the land-ice, the ship vros made fast 
for an honr in order to commnnicate with them. A party 
of eight men came on board : they immediately recognised 
Petersen, for tliey lived atEtah in Smith's Sound when. he 
was there in the American expedition. They asked for 
Dr. Kane, and told us Hans was married and lived in Whale 
Sound. They all said he was most anxious to return to 
Greenland, but had neither sledge-dogs nor kayak ; hnnger 
had compelled him to eat the sealskin which covered the 
framework of the latter. Petersen gave them messages foB 
Hans from hisTSreenland friends, and advice that he should 
fix his residence here, where be might see the whalers and 
perhaps be taken back to Greenland. The natives did not 
seem to be badly oflf for anything except dogs, some dis- 
temper having carried off most of Ihese indisp^sable 
animals. I was therefore unable to procure any from them. 
These people spent the winter here ; they seen^ed healthy, 
well-clad, and happy little fellows. - One of t^em is brother* 
in-law to Erasmus York^ who voluntarily came to England 
in the 'Assistance' in 1851. This man is an angekok^ or 
ilRigician ; he has a still flatter face than the rest of his 
countrymen, but appears more thoughtful and intelligent. 

Petersen pointed out to me a stoat old fellow, with a 
tolerable sprinkling of beard and moustache. This worthy 
perpetrated the only murder which has taken place for seve- 
ral years inr the tribe : he disliked his victim and stood in' 
need of his dogs, therefore he killed the owner and appro- 
priated his property 1 Such motives and passions usually 
govern the "unsophisticated children of nature ;''.3'et, as 
savages, the Esquimanx may be considered exceedkgiy 
harmless. . 

' Of late years these Arctic Highlanders have become 
alarmed by the rapid 'diminution of their numbers through 
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■famine and disease, and have been less violent towards each 
^tfeer in their feads and qaarrels. 

The appearance of these men as they danced and rolled 
aboat in frantic delight at onr approach, was wUd and 
Btrange, and their\?ostume uniform and pictdresqae. Their 
long, coarse, black hair hung loosely over the seal-skin 
frock which in its turn overlapped their loose shaggy bear- 
skin breeches, and these again came down over the tops of 
their seal-skin boots. Most of them carried a spear formed 
oat of the horn of a narwhal; 

Having distributed presents of knives ajid needles, and 
'€Xp)Ained to them that we did so because they had behaved 
well to the white people, (as we learned from Dr. ETane's 
narrative of their treatment of him and his cr«v), we pur^ 
«ued our rdyage, not doubting but that we should soon reach 
the Norih Water, an extensive sea through which we eonid 
sail uninterruptedly to Pond^s Bay. 

- During the night we advanced- through loose ice ; but 
fog and a rising S. E. gale delayed us, and to-day the pack 
has pressed in against the land, so that our wings are most 
unexpectedly clipped. A walrus was shot through theliead 
by a Minie bullet ; none other will penetrate such a massive 
Bkull : unfortunately for my collection of specimens, #3d 
for the dogs, the animal sank. 

2d July. — Fcu" five days we have been almost beset 
amongst loose ice and grounded bergs; the winds were 
generally from the 8. B, and accompanied by fog. To 
avoid being squeezed we had constantly to shift our posi- 
tion ; once we were caught and rather severely nipped ; the 
ship was heeled over about ten degrees and lifted a couple 
of feet: the ice was three feet thick, but broke readily 
under her weight. Unfortunately there was not time to 
unship the rudder, so it suffered very severely. Upon a 
previous occasion the screw-^haft was bent and a portion 
of the screw broken off. 
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Landed to obtain a good view of the sea in the oSag ; 
from the hills we could see nothing but pack to seaward. 
There was ao land-iee ; we stepped oat of the boat apon a 
narrow icefoot which fringed the coast ; immediatelj aboFe 
it w.e trod over a Te)?et sward of soft bright green mos^ ; 
the turf beneath was of considerable depth. Here and 
there under this noble range of oii£^ which ara co^poaad 
of primary rocks, there exists much Tcgetfition for so high a 
latitude. From the fact of thick layers of turf descending 
quite down to the sea, it is evident that the land has been 
gradually sinking. Steep slopes of rocky deiria, wltich 
screen the bases of tbe most precipitous cliffs/ form B«pi|n»* 
nnrs^es for the little auk ; these localities were literally 
a)ire with 4jtem ; they popped in and oat of ey;efy Cf0Ti0^ 
or sat in groups of d,o;(ens upon erery large roeli. I h«ra 
nowhere seen such countless myriads of birds. The roich^ 
or little auk, lays its single egg upon tbe hBfe ro^k, Ux 
withia a crerice beyond the r^acb of fox, ow}, or bargo- 
master gull. We' shot a coopte of hondred darings oar 
short stay on shore, and, by rewoving the stones, gaithered 
several doaen of their eggs. 

The hiige predatory gaJla, long ago named "BnrgoaBaa* 
teS".by Dutch seamen (becanae they lord, it over Oieir 
neighbors, and appropriate everything good to theftiselvea), 
have established themselves in the c]i&, where thdr nests 
are generally ioaceessible : we were a month too late foj< 
their eggs ; tbe young birds were aa -large as spnng ohick- 
en^ Of coarse we obtained specimens of the red snow, 
but bad to seek rather diligently for it ; its color was a dirty 
red, very like the stain of port wine : very few patches of 
it were found. 

Last night a westerly wind blew freshly and dispersed the 
ice oatside of ns, so much so that this evening wo have got 
out into almost clear water. Farewell Greenland I— hurrah 
for the west I 
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btJu — After getting free frain' the ice off the Crimron 

Clifi^, we soon lost sight of the last fragment, aod steered 

far Pond's Bay. And now we aW set to work in zealous 

-- haste to write onr last letters for England, by the whalers, 

which we hoped soon to meet there. 

After running 60 nailes the ice reappeared, and we sailed 
thcoagh a vast deal of it, bat it became more closely packed, . 
and a thick fog detained ns for a day. 

When the weather became clear, the main pack was seen 
to the W., S., and S. E.; in the hope of rounding its northera 
extreme we ran along it to the N. W. To-day it has led ns 
to the N. afed N. B., so that this evening Wolstenholme 
8onnd is in sight. To the N. the pack appears impenetra- 
ble, and there is a strong ice-blink over it. All the ice we 
have lately sailed through is loose, and ranch de<;ayed ; it 
seems but recently to have broken awoy from the land, is 
not water- washed, neither has it been [exposed to a swelli 
the fractured edges remaining sharp.- ' ' 

^th, — Midnight. Last evening I persevered to the N. 
until every hope of progress in that direction vanished. 
To the W. the paqk appeared tt^lerably loose; the wind was 
fresh at E. S. E., so I determined once more" to push into 
it, and endeavor to battle our way through; I hoped It 
would prove to be merely a belt of 30 or 40 miles in width. 
We found tlie ice to lie for the most part in streams at 
right angles to the wind, and therefore much more open 
than it had appeared : there was seldom any difficulty in 
winding through it from one water-space to another. The 
wind greatly increased, bringing much rain, but fortunately 
no fog;-^the dread of this hnng over mc like a night- 
mare, — our progress depended upon the vigilance of the 
look-ont kept in the crow's-nest. By noon we had made 
good 60 miles. Throughout the day the wind has gradu- 
ally moderated ; the rain gave place to snow, which in its 
turn was succeeded by mist. The evening was fine eventB- 
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ally and clear; but still we find the Ice is all around. Jost 
before midnight the termiuatioa of oar lead was discovered, 
whilst the ice through which we had passed was closing* to- 
gether, and a dense fog came rolUag down. Under these- 
circumstances the ship was made fast as near to the nip as^ 
safety permitted, to await some favorable change. 

IQlh. — All the 1th we remained in oar small basin, there 
being no outlet from it, and but little water anywhere visible. 
To pass away the dull hours and get rid. of unwelcome re- 
flections apon the similarity of our present position and 
that in August last, I commenced an attack upon all the 
feathered denizens of the pack — they seemed so prevokingly 
contented with it — but they soon became wary, and deserted 
our vicinity, so I shot only a dozen fulmar petrels, three 
-ivory gulls, two looms,* and a Lesiris parasiticus; some 
of them were useful as specimens, and such as were not 
destined for our table were given to the dogs. Although 
Cobourg Islftnd was 45 miles distant from us, its lofty 
rounded ontliues were very distinct, and much covered with 
snow. On the 8th we squeezed through nips for 4 or 5 
miles, and on the 9th, reaching a large s'pace of water, 
steamed towards Gobourg Island until again stopped by 
.the padc fkt an early liour this morning, when within ^ or 6 
leagues of it. 

This evening we are endeavoring to steam in toward the 
Westrlaud, and fancy we .can trace with the crow's-nest tel- 
escope a practicable route through the intervening iee- 
mazes to a faint streak of water along tlie shore. This sort 
of navigation is not only anxious, but wearying. To me it 
seems as if several months instead of only eight days has 
elapsed since we left Cape York. We are constantly 
wondering what our whaling friends are about,, aad where 
they lire ? • . 

♦ These birds are called 'willooks at homo; they are the "tJrfti Braa- 
ftiehU" of DatnrtilisU. 
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. li^.'^The faint streak of water seen on tfae Dight of the 
10th proved to be an extensive sheet to leeward of Ooboorg 
Island. We reached it next morniag. Jones' Sound a{i- 
peared open, and a slight swell reached us from it; kmi all 
alpfig the. sho4*e there was close pack. Althoagh bat little 
water was visible to the southward, M'e persevered in that 
direction, and» as the ice was rapidly moving off shore 
under the combined inflaence of wind and tide, we were 
only occasionally detained* 

Two hnndred and fort^-two years ago — ^to a day, I be- 
lieve — William Baffin sailed without hindrance along thia 
cuast and discovered Lancaster Sound. What a very dil- 
ferent. season he must have experienced I 
,. Passing near Cape Ho^sburgh we approached De Ros 
Islet at midnight. The air being very calm, and 6tiil,-thie 
•shouting of some natives* was heard, although we could 
scarcely distinguish them upon the laud-ice. The ship was 
made fast, and the shouting party, consisting of three mem, 
three women, and two children, eagerly came on board. 
Only four individuals remained on shore. 

The old chief Kal-lek. is remarkable amongst Esquimaux 
for having a bald head. Ho inquired by name for his friend 
Captain Inglefield. These three families have spent the last, 
two years upon this coast, between Cape Horsburgh and 
Croker Bay. Their knowledge does not extend further in 
either direction. They are natives of more southern lands, 
and crossed the ice in Lancaster Sound with dog-sledges. 
Since the visit of the * Phoenix' in '64 they have seen no 
ships, hor have any wrecks drifted upon their shores. They, 
seemed very fat and healthy, but complained Uv&t all the 
reindeer had gone awtay, and asked if we could tell where 
tney went to ? Our presents of wood, knives, and needles 
were eagerly received. They assured us that Lancaster 
Sound was still frozen over, and that all the sea was cx)vered 
with pack. After half an hour's delay we steamed onward, 
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'and on rebelling a larger space of water oor hopes (sofiie- 
'What depressed bj the native intelHgence) began ^o reTive. 
•Bat we soon fonnd that onr clear water terminated near 
Gape* Warrender. Lancaster Sound, altbongh not frozen 
orer, was crammed foil of floes and icebergs. • The wind 
increased to a strong gale from the east, and pressed in 
more ice. At length the ship was with difficulty made fast 
to a strip of land^ice a few miles westward of Point Osborn, 
Gradually the gale subsided, but not until the pack was 
^lose in against the land. The tides kept sweeping it to 
aad fro to onr great discomfort. The land is composed of 
gneisa, and the gravelly shore is low. A few ducks only 
have been shot, and traces of reindeer and hares seen. Our 
Melville Bay friends, the rotchies, are very rare visitors upon 
this side of Baffin's Bay. 

Part of a ship's timber has been found upon the beach ; 
it measures J inches by 8 inches, is of American oak, and^ 
•lUiottgh sound, has long been exposed to the weather. 



3j^^, tm- ««7 CAVE WAKiUiNSER. 129 



CHAPTEB IX. 

Off Cape Warrender — Sight the whalers again — Enter Pond's Bay<-«C<M|ii- 
manicate with Esquimaoz — Ascend Pond'* Inlet — ^^8qui9isax informa- 
tion — AreUe summer abode — An . Arctic village — Ho int^i^noe of 
franklin's ships — Arctic trading — Geographical infonpation of natives 
— Ijiformation of Rae's visit — Improvidence of Esquimaux — Travels 
of Esquimaux. 

16^^ July. — ^To borrow a whaling phrase, we are "(Jodg? 
ing about in ^ hole of water'' off Cape Wftrren^ear. I 
recognize the little bay just to the west of tlie cape i^^here 
Parry landed in September, 1824. The ** immense mass of 
snow and ice containing strata of muddy-looking soil" is 
there still, and, I shonld think, had considerably increased. 
Here his party shot three reindeer out of Cb small hj^rd* 
We have narrowly scanned the steep hill-aides with pur 
glasses, but without discovering any si^ch inducement tQ 
' land. 

No cairns are visible upon Cape Wai^render ; tbe naliyop 
liave probably r^emoved them. Den^e p^Lck prevents us frqsjf. 
approaching Port Duadas or crossing to the southern shore. 
We all find these vexatious delays ore by^no means condi^ 
cive to sleep. The mind is busy with a sort of magic-lantern 
representation of the past, the present, and the future, a^ 
resists for weary hours the necessary repose. 

l*lih,—JjBst night's calm has allowed the pack to expand 
so much, that to-day we have steamed through it until 
within three miles of the noble cliffs of (Jape Hay j and 
now we are drifting eastward with the ice precisely as diijL 
the 'Eptd^prise^>nd 'jEavestigator/ in ^eptember^ '49« 
9 . ' 
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Upon that occasion we were set free off Pond's Bay. There 
is a rery extensive loomery at Cape Hay ; we regret the 
circam!|^ances which prevent our levying a tax upon it. 
Here, if anywhere, I expected to find a clear sea, but east 
winds have prevailed for twenty days out of the last twenty- 
five, and this accounts for the present state of the sea ; the 
next succession of west winds will probably effect a pro- 
digtous clearance of ice. 

^ %\9t, — The *Tay' was seen to-day in loose ice, and much 
further off the land. She gradually steamed through it to 
the southward, and by night was almost out of sight. Her 
appearance surprised ns, as we supposed she must have 
reached Pond's Bay long ago. Ten hours' struggling with 
steam and sails at the most favorable intervals has only ad- 
Tanced ns five miles. The weather is remarkably warm, 
bright, and pleasant. A very large bear came within 150 
yards, and w^s shot by Petersen, the Minie bullet passing 
throngh his body. This beast measured 8 ft. 8 in. in length ; 
his fat cfrcase was hoisted on board with great satisfaction, 
as our dogs' food was nearly expended. 

%Wi, — Last night iiie ice became slack enough to afford 
some prospect of release, so we charged the nips vigorons- 
ly, and steamed away through devious openings toward Cape 
Fanshawe. For several honrs but little progress was made^ 
but this morning the ice became more open ; clear water* 
was seen ahead, and reached by noon. Although it is cklm 
I prefer waiting for a breeze to expending more coals. We 
are only ten miles from Possession Bay. The air is so very 
clear that the land appears quite close to us. All that is not 
mountainous is well cleared of snow. There is immense 
refraction. Only a single iceberg in sight. The sea-water 
is light green, as remarked by Parry in 1819. * > 

26/A. — A vessel was seen yesterday morning ; the day 
continuing calm, we steamed throngh some loose ice, and 
Joined her off Cape Walter Bathurst in the evening. It 
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proted to be the 'Diana ;' she parted froT» us on the 16th 
of Jane in Melville Bay, has everywhere been obstructed by 
the pack, as we have been, and only reached Cape Warren- 
der three days before us. From the^ge to Possession Bay 
she met with no obstrtiction. The subsequent east winds 
brought in all the ice which has so much retarded us. 

The * Diana' has already captured twelve whales. Taking 
the hint from Capt. Gravill, we have made fast to a loose 
floe, and are drifting very nearly a mile an hour to the south- 
ward along the edge of a very formidable land-ice, which is 
seven or eight miles broad. All to seaward of us is packed 
ice. The old whaling seamen of the ' Diana' are astonished 
at the unusual and unaccountable abundance of ice which 
everywhere fills up Bafl&n's Bay. All the 'Diana's' steam- 
ing coals, her spare spars, wood, and even a boat, have been 
burnt in the protracted struggle through the middle ice. 

2^ih. — After putting our letter-bag on board the * Diana' 
this morning, we steamed on for Pond's Bay, and at noon 
made fast near Button Point to the land-ice, which still ex- 
tends across it. 

For four hours Petersen and I have been bargaining with 
an old woman and a boy, not for the sake of their seal- 
skins, but in order to* keep them in good humor whilst we 
extracted information from them. They said they knew 
nothing of ships or white people ever having been within 
this inlet, nor of any wrecked ships. They knew of the 
dep6t of provisions left at Navy Board Iplet by the 'North 
Star,' bui had none of them. The woman has traced on 
paper the shores of the inlet as far as her knowledge ex- 
tends, and has given me the name of ey^ry point. She says 
the ice will break up with the first -fresh wind. These two 
individuals are alone here. They remained on purpose to 
barter with the whalers, and cannot now rejoin their friends, 
who are only 26 miles up the inlet, because the ice is unsafe 
to travel over, and the land precipitous and impracticable. 
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This afterooon tbe 'Taj' stood m toward iis» and Oapt» 
Deuchars kindly sent bis boat on board with an bfibr to tak« 
charge of our letters. The *Taj' reached this coast oaly a 
few days ago, having met with tbe same difficulties which we 
experienced. The *nauit ^ was last seen nearly a month 
ago beset off Jones* Sound. The remaining steamer, the 
' Chase,' has not been seen or heard of, 

29//i. — The old woman's denial of all knowledge of the 
wrecks or cast-away men was very unsatisfactory. I deter- 
mined to visit her countrymen at their summer village of 
Kaparoktolik, which she described as being only a short 
day's journey up the inlet. 

Petersen and one man accompanied me. We stajrted 
yesterday morning with a sledge and a Halkett boat 
Although the ice over which we purposed traveling broke 
away from the land soon after setting out, yet we managed 
to get half way to tlie village before encamping. This 
morning we learnt^ the truth of the old woman's account. 
A range of precipitous cliffs rising from the sea cut us off 
by land from Kaparoktolik, so we were obliged to return to 
the ship. Our walk afforded the opportunity of examining 
some native encampment and caches. We found inuumera* 
ble scraps of seal-skins, bird-skins, walrus and other bones, 
whalebone, blubber, and a small sledge. The latter was 
very old, and composed of pieces of wood and of large 
bones ingeniously secured together with strips of whalebone. 
Five preserved-meat tins were found ; some of them retain- 
ing their original coating of red paint. Doubtless these 
were part of the spoils from Navy Board lubit dep6t.^ The 
total absence of fresh wood or iron was strongly in favor of 
the old woman's veracity. Since yesterday, ice, about 16 
miles in extent, has broken up in the inlet, and is drifting 
out into Baffin's Bay. 

During my absence our shooting parties have twice 
visited a loomery upon Cape Graham Moore, and each 
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tiiH^ btktt btOQgbt on board 300 looms. Very few birds 
mtd no other animals were se^n during oar walk over the 
rich mossy slopes to-day. I saw a pair of Canadian brown 
cranes, the first of the species I have ever seen so far north, 
though Sir Robert M^Clure found thm, I know, on Bank's 

IrtMld. 

The lands enjoying a southern aspect, even to the sum- 
mits of hills too or 800 feet in height, were tinged with 
green ;' but these hill 3» were protected by a still loftier range 
to .the north. Upon many well-sheltered slopes we found 
much rich grass. All the little plants were in fall flower ; 
Botne of them familiar to us at home, such as the battercupf 
Borrel, and dandelion. I have never found the latter to thd 
north of 69<^ before. 

- The old woman is much less excited to-day; she flayg 
there was a wreck upon the coast when she was a little 
girl ; it lies a day and a half's journey, about 45 miles, to 
the north ; and came there without masts and very mach 
crashed ; the little which now remains is almost buried ia 
the sand. A piece of this wreck was found near her abode^ 
— she has neither hot nor tent, but a sort of lair constracted 
of a few stones and a seal-skin spread over them, so that 
the eatr crawl anderneath. This fragment is part of a floor 
timber, English oak, 1^ inches thick ; it has been brought 
on board. 

SOth, — A gale of wind and deluge of rain has detained 
the ship until this evening ; we are now steaming up the 
inlet, having the old lady and the boy on board as our 
pilots ; they are delighted at the prospect of rejoining their 
friends, from whom they were effectually cut off until the 
return of winter should freeze a- safe pathway for them; 
they had, however, abundance of looms stored up en cache 
for their subsistence. She has drawn me another chart, 
aiBoh more neatly thali the former, but so like it as to prov« 
that her geograp&ical knowledge, and not her powers of in^ 
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TentioD, hare been taxed. She is a widow ; her daaghter is 
married, and lives at a-place called Igloolik, which is six or 
seven days' jouruey from here, — three days up the inlet, 
then about threp daysoTerlaud to the southward, and then 
a day over the ice. W' 

Thinking it not quite impossible that this Igloolik might 
be the place where Parry wintered in 1822-3, I told Peter- 
sen to ask whether ships had ever been there ? She 
answered, " Yes, a ship stopped ther^.all one winter ; but 
it is a long time ago/' All she could distinctly recollect 
having been told about it was, that one of the crew died, 
and was buried there, and his name was Al-lah or El- 
leh. On referring to Parry's * Narrative,' I found that the 
ice-mate, Mr. Elder, died at Igloolik I This is a yery re- 
markable confirmation of the locality, — for there are several 
places called Igloolik. She also told us it was an island, 
and near a strait between two seas. The Esquimaux 
take considerable pains to learn, and remember names ; this 
woman knows the names of several of the whaling captains, 
and the old chief at De Kos Islet remembered Captain In- 
glefield's name, and tried hard to pronounce mine. 

She now told us of another wreck upon the coast, but 
many days' journey to the south of Pond's Bay ; it came 
there before her first child was born. Her age is not less 
than forty-five. 

August 4th. — Our Esquimaux friends have departed from 
us with every demonstration of friendship, to return to their 
village. We have had free communication with them for 
four days — not only through Mr. Petersen, but also through 
our two Greenlanders ; the result is, that they have no 
knowledge whatever of either of the missing or the aban- 
doned searching ships. Neither wrecked people nor wrecked 
ships have reached their shores. They seemed to be much 
in want of wood ; most of what they have consists of staves 
of casks, probably from the Navy Board Inlet dep6t. 
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Id their bartering with as, saws were most eagerly sought 
for in exchange for narwhal's horns ; they are used by them 
in cutting up the long strips of the bones of whales with 
which they- shoe the runners of th^ sledges, also the ivory 
and bone used to protect the mor^jjfcosed parts of their 
kayaks and the edges of their paddles from the ice. 

Files were also in great demand, and I found were re- 
quired to convert pieces of iron-hoop into arrow and spear 
heads. If any suspicion existed of their having a secret 
supply of wood, such as a wreck or even a boat would 
afford, it was removed by their refusing to. barter the most 
trifling things for axes or hatchets. 

But I must relate the events of the last few days as 
they occurred. When IT miles within the inlet we reached 
the unbroken ice and made the ship fast. Here the strait 
— originally named Pond's Bay^ and more recently Eclipse 
Sound — appears to be most contracted, its width not ex- 
ceeding 7 or 8 miles. Both its shores are very bold and 
lofty, often forming noble precipices. The prevailing rock 
is grey gneiss, generally dipping at an angle of 35^ to the 
west. 

Early on the Ist of August I set out for the native vil- 
lage with Hobson, Petersen, two men, and the two natives 
from Button Point. Eight miles of wet and weary ice- 
travelUng, which occupied as many hours, terminated our 
journey; the surftrce of the ice was everywhere deeply 
channelled and abundantly flooded by the summer's thaw ; 
we were almost constantly launching our -small boat over 
the slippery ridges which separated pools or channellings 
through which it was generally necessary to wade. 

After toiling round the base of « precipice, we came ra- 
ther suddenly in view of a small semicircular bay ; the cliflFs 
OB either side were 800 or 900 feet high, remarkably for- 
bidding and desolate ; the mouth of a valley or wide mouiv-- 
tain gorge opens out into its head. Here* in the depth of 
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{he btty, upon a low fiat strip of }and, Btood iSQTea tetntft, — 
the sammer village of Kapar6k4o-lik. I nerer SAW a lo«- 
cality more characteristic of the Eaqaimaux than that Which 
they have here selec^dlkr their abode ; it is widely pictar- 
esque in the true A^pRppli cation of the term. 

Althoagh August had arrived, and the summer had been 
a warm one, the bay was still frozen over; add if there was 
"an ice-covered .sea in ^ront, there was also abundance of 
ice-covered Zan^i in the rear — a glacier ocfeupied the whole 
valley behind and to within 300 yards of the chosen spot I 

The glacier's height appeared to be ffdta 150 to 200 
feet ; its sea-face extending across the ralley, — a probabto 
\ridth of 300 or 400 yards, — wAs quit6 perpenflicalai*, ind 
fti!ly 106 feet high. All last winter's snow bad thawed 
away from off it and exposed a surface of niud and stones, 
fissured by innumerable small rivulets, which' threw them- 
selves over the glacier cliflFs in pretty easeeldes, or shot far 
out in strong jets ft-om their deeply serried channels in its 
face ; whilst other • streamlets near the base burst out 
through subgliacial tnnnels of their own formihg. 

What a strange people to confine themselves to such a 
mere strip of beaeh ! Upon each side they liate toweling 
rocky hills rising so abruptly fronj the sea, ihat tcr pim 
along their b^es or ascend over their sttmrnvls, i« fe^oolly 
impossible; whilst a threatening glacier immediately be- 
hind, bears onward a suflScient amount of rock and earth 
from the mountains whence it issnes, to convince even the 
unreflecting savage Of its progressive motion. 
. The land is devoid of game, although lemmings and er- 
mines are tolerably numerous ; it only supplies the moss 
which the natives burn with blubber in their lamps, and the 
'dry grass which they put in their boots; even the soft 
stone, la'pii pttaHa, out of which their lamps and cooking 
vessels are made and the iron pyrites with which 1**-*^ strike 
Br^; are obtained by barter (torn the people ioha {ting imb 
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l&Bd to the We)st of Navy Board Iniet!^ But tka^fiea com- 
pengates for every deficiency. Tbe assembled poputiiJiroii 
amounted to only 26 8oul« : 9 j^a. the rest women att*d 
children. ^^^^^ ^ 

All of them evinced extrei^^^^Ht at seeing^u^ -as 
we approached the huts the womerflmd children -fteld up 
their arms in the air and shouted "Pilleta^" (give n[ie)|»^l ^ . 
incessantly ; the men were more quiet-and dignified, yet lost ^'^-A^ 
no opportunity, either when we declined to.barte^, or when 9m 

they had perform"ed any little service, to repeat " Pilletay ^' , 
in a beseeching toue of voice. 

We walked everywhere about the tents and entered some 
of thetn, carefully examining eVery chip or piece of metal ; 
our visit was quite unexpected. They bad only two 
sledges ; both were made of 2^ inch oak-plauks, devoid of 
bolt-boles or treenails; artd' ha^g but very few nail-hojeS, 
These sledges bad evidently fi^* constructed for aevelJI 
years, the parts not exposed to friction were covered with 
green fungus: one of them measured 14 feet long, the 
other about 9 feet ; we were told the wood came from a 
Wreck to tbe southward of Ponded Bay. Most of th^ 
sledge crossbars were ordinary staves of casks. Amongst 
the poles and large boiies which supported the tents^ 
we noticed a painted fir oar. Some pieces of iron-hoop 
and a few preserved-meat tins— one of wticb was 
staiDped **Goldner," — completed their stock of European 
articles. 

Petersen questioned all the men separately as to their 
knowledge of ships or wrecks; but their accounts only 
served to confirm the old woman's story. None of them 
had ever heard of ships or wrecks any where to the west- 
ward. Both individually and collectively we got them to 
draw charts of 4hjB various coasts known to them, and to 
iuark upon them the positions of the wrecks. The two 
thie&, Ndo-lttk and A-wah-lah, soon made tbemselvfeis 
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known to»ine, and^when we desired to go to sleep, sent 
9kWiff the people who were eagerly pressing roand our tent. 
All these natives wei^^etter-looking, cleaner, and more 
robust ^an I expe^^^BLiid them. 

,^wal>-Iah has ^^^^r Igloollk ; one of his wives, for 
each chief has two^K^t. brother living there. ' I spread a 
large roll of j^aper upon a rock, and got him to draw the 
routo overland, and also round by the coast to it ; this 
novel proceeding attracted the whole population about us ; 
A-wah-lah constantly referred to others when his memory 
failed him ; at length it was completed to the satisfaction 
of all parties. When I gave him the knife I had promised 
as his reward, and added another for his wives, he sprang 
up on the rock, flourished the knives in his hands, shouted, 
and danced with extravagant demonstrations of joy. He is 
a very fine specimen of his r^ce, powerful, impulsive, full of 
l^rgy and animal spirits, and moreover an admirabfe mimic. 
The men were all about the same height, 5 feet 5 inches ; 
they eagerly answered our questions, and imparted to us all 
the geographical knowledge, although at first they hesitated 
when we asked- them about Navy Board Inlet, in conse- 
quence of the depot placed there having been plundered; 
but we soon found that they were easily tired under cross- 
examination, and often said they knew no more; it was 
necessary«to humor them. 

According to their account the depot was discovered and 
robbed by people living further west. This is probably 
true, as so few relics were to be seen here, which would not 
be the case if such active fellows as A-wah-lah and Noo- 
luk had received the first intimation of its proximity. 
These people of Kaparoktolik- are the only inhabitants of 
the land lying eastward of Navy Board Inlet, and live en- 
tirely upon* its. southern shore. In a similar manner, it is 
only the southern coast of the land to the west of Navy 
Board Inlet that is inhabited. After distributing present* 
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to all the women and ehildreu, and making a few tdfling pnr- 
chases from the men, we returned next day to the ship. 

During my absence more ice ho^roken away, involving 
the ship and almost forcing her^^Bj^. It required every 
exertion to save her. - For ^^^^H^ s^^e continued in 
imminent danger, and was only saveT by the warping and 
ice-blasting, by which at last she got clear of the drifting 
masses. Jour minutes only before these were crushed up 
against the rocks I 

Four Esquimaux came off to the ship in their kayaks, 
bringing whalebone, narwhals' horns, etc., to barter. Next 
to handsaws and files, they attached the greatest value to 
knives and large needles. These men remained' on board 
for nearly two days, and drew several charts for us. Noo- 
luk explained that seven or eight days' journey to the 
•southward there are two wrecks a short day's journey apart. 
The southern is in an inlet or strait which contains sevef&l 
islands, but here his knowledge of the coast terminates. 
The mail A-ra-neet said he visited these wrecks five winters 
ago. All of them agreed that it is .a verylong time since 
the wrecks arrived upon the coast ; and Noo-luk, who ap- 
pears to be about forty-five years of age, showed us how 
tall fie was at that time. ^ ' . 

In the ' Narrative of Parry's Second Yoyage,' at p. 43Y, 
mention is made of the arrival at Igloolik of a sledge con- 
structed of ship-timber and slaves of casks ; also of two 
ships that had been driven on shore, and the crews of which 
went away in boats. In August, 1821, nearly two years . 
previous to the arrival of this report through the Esqui- 
maux to Igloolik, the whalers * Dexterity' and * Aurora' 
were wrecked upon the west coast of Davis' Strait, in lat*. 
120, 70 or 80 .miles southward of Pond's Bay. The old 
man, Ow-wang-n^ot, drew the coast-line northward from 
Cape Graham Moore to Navy. Board Inlet, and pointed out 
the position of the northern wreck a few miles east of Gape 
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Hay. H«d it been eoQ&ptcnons.we tnast have seeh it wbeti 
we slowly drifted along that coast. 

These people osoall^^nter in snow-huts at Green Point, 
a mile or two withud^Horthern entrance of Pond's Bay. 
They hant the seal^H^arwhal, but when the sea becomes 
too open they retire to Kaparoktolik ; and when the re- 
maining ice breaks up — usually about the middle of 
August — a further migration takes place across the inlet to 
the S. W., where reindeer abound, and large salmon are 
numerous in the rivers. Every winter they communicate 
with the Igloolik people. Two winters ago (1856-7) some 
people who lived far beyond Igloolik, in a country called 
A-ka-nee (probably the Ak-koo-lee of Parry), brought, 
from there the information of white people having come in 
two boats, and passed a winter in snow-huts at a place 
called by the following names : — A-mee-lee-oke, A-wee-lifc; 
Fet-tee-lik. 

Our friends pointed to our whale-boats and said the boats 
of the white people were like it, but larger. These whites 
had tents inside their snow-huts ; they killed and eat rein- 
deer and narwhal, and smoked pipes ; they bought dresses 
from the natives; none died;, in summer they all went away, 
taking with them two natives, a father and his son. We 
could not ascertain the name of the white chief, nor the 
interval of time since they wintered amongst the Esqui- 
maux, as our friends could not recollect these parti- 
culars.* 

The name of the locality, A-wee-lik (spelt as written 
down at the moment), may be considered identical with 
" Ay-wee-lik," the name of the land about Repulse Bay in 
the chart of the Esquimaux woman, Iligliuk (Parry's * Sec- 
ond Voyage,' p. 197). 

• — ■ ■ m • ■ . - ■ I ■ ■■ 

• Dr. Rae wintered At Repulse Bay it stone huts iti 1846-7. Again 
irhitered there in anow hats in 1853-4. 
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Wi^ w^f5^ of course greatly aurprised to fiad -that Df * 
Brae's yisit to Kepalse Ba^r was koown to this distant tribe ; 
and also disappointed to find th^^pd heard nothing of 
Franklin's Back-Kiver parties thi^Hh^e same channel of 
communication. They were anxi^H|Plnd repeated ques* 
tione.d, but evidently had not heard of any other white 
people to the westward, nor of their having perished 
there. ' 

JDw-wang-noot lived at Igloolik in his eai-ly days, and 
made a chart of the lands adjacent, but said he was so 
young at the time that *- it seemed like a dream to him." 
He wap acquainted with Ee-uoo-loo-dpik, the Esquimaux 
•who once accompanied Captain Penny to Aberdeen, and 
told us he had died, lately I think, at a place to the south- 
ward called Kri-merk-su-malek, but that his sister still lives 
at Igloolik. 

Although they told us the Iglooklik people were worse 
off for wood than they were themselves, yet it was evident 
that here also, it is very scarce. We could not spare them 
light poles or oars such as they were most desirous to obtain 
for harpoon and lance staves and tent-poles; ^d they would 
willingly have bartered their kyaks to us for rifles (having 
already obtained some from the whaling-ships), but that 
they had no other way of getting back to their homes, nor 
wood to make the light framework of others. 

They collect whalebone and narwhaPs horns in sufficient 
quantity to carry on a small barter with the whalers. A- 
wah-lah showed us about thirty horns in his tent, and said 
he had many more at other stations. A few years ago, 
when first this bartering sprang up, an Esquimaux took 
such a fancy to a fiddle that he offered a large quantity of 
whalebone in exchange for it. The bargain was soon made, 
and subsequently this whalebone was sold for 'Upwards of a 
hundred pounds I Each successive yearj when the same 
ship returns to Pond's Bay, this native comes on board to 
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Tisit his friends, and goes on shore with many presents in 
remembrance of the memorable transaction. It is mnch 
better for him thus toj||eive annual gifts than to have re- 
ceived a large qaanH^^Vfirst, as the improvidence of these 
men surpasses belie^^^ 

Of the " rod of iron about four feet long, supposed to 
have been at one time galvanized," which was brought home 
in 1856 by Captain Patterson, and forwarded to the Ad- 
miralty, I could obtain no information. The natives were 
shown galvanized iron, and said they had never seen any 
before ; if their countrymen had any, it must have come 
from the whalers ; none like it was found in the wrecks. 
Rod-iron is very valuable to the Esquimaux for spears and 
lances, and narwhals* horns very tempting to the seamen, 
not only as valuable curiosities, but the ivory is worth half 
a crown a pound ; and I have but little doubt that many of 
the things said to have been stolen by the natives were 
fraudulently bartered away by the sailors. That there was - 
no galvanized iron on board any of the Government search- 
ing ships, nor in the missing expedition which sailed from 
England as tilr back as 1845, I anr almost certain. But is 
it certain that this rod was galvanized ? The natives gave 
Captain Patterson to understand that they got it from the 
wreck to the north. 

In July, 1854, Captain Deuchars was at Pond's Bay, and 
many natives visited his ship, coming over the ice on twelve 
or fourteen sledges made of ship's planking. Now at this 
time Sir Edward Belcher's ships were still frozen up in 
Barrow Strait. My Own impression is that the natives 
whom Captain Denchars communicated with in 1854 were 
visitors at Pond's Bay — certainly from the southward — and 
probably attracted by the barter Tecently grown up at that 
whaling rendezvous. Having discovered the use of the 
saws obtained by barter from our whalers, they had success- 
fully applied them to the stout planking of the old wrecks, 
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which they could not have stripped off with any tools pre- 
viously in their possession. 

That the various tribes, or ratheMffOups of families, occa- 
sionally visit each other, 6ometim^B|||change of hunting- 
grounds, but more frequently forTlRer, is well known. 
Captain Parker told me that a native, whom he had met 
one summer at Durbin Island, came on board his ship at 
Pond's Bay the following year. The distance between the 
two places, as travelled by this man in a single winter, is 
scarcely short of 500 miles; and the information given us 
of Bae's wintering at Repulse Bay, information which 
must have travelled here in two winters, shows that these 
natives communicate at still greater distances. 

Did other wrecks exist nearer at hand, our Pond^s Bay 
friends would be much better supplied with wood. If the 
Esquimaux knew of any within 300, 400, or even 500 
miles, the Pond's Bay natives would at least have heard of 
them, and could have had no^ reason for concealing it from 
us. I only regret that we had not the good fortune to see 
more than a few natives, and but two sledges of ship's 
planking ; otherwise our own information might have been 
more copious, and the origin of the fresh supply of planking 
decisively ascertained. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Ii«8y0 Pond's Bay— A gale in Lanoaater Sound — The Baeohey Island 
Depot — An Arotio Monnment — Reflections at Beechej lalan^ — Pro- 
ceed up Burrow's Strait — Peel Sound — Port Leopold — Prince Regent's 
Inlet — Bellot Strait — Flood- tide from the West — Unsuccessful BiEiwIs-*- 

' Fox's Hole— No water .to the West — ^PreoastidEnary tteaanras — JSnurUi 
At^^mpt to pass through. 

6^4 AiLg, — CoNTiNCBD calms have delayed us. This 
evening we steamed from Pond's Bay northward, ^JthougU 
cor coals have been sadly reduced by the almost constant 
necessity for steam-power since leaving the Waigat. The 
three steam-whalers have gone southward ; none others 
have arrived. They appear to us to he leaving the whaleg 
behind them ; we saw many whilst up the strait, and at the 
edge of the remaining ice. The natives said they would 
remain as long as the ice remained, bat when it all broko 
up they would return into BaflSiPs Bay and gp southward ; 
and that these animals arrive in early spring, and do notL 
pass through the strait into any other sea beyond. 

Monday evening, 9th. — On the night of the 6th a plea- 
sant, fair breeze sprang up, and enabled us to dispense with 
the engine. An" immense bear was shpt ; he measured 8 
feet T inches in length, and is destined for the museum of 
the Royal Dublin Society. On the Yth the wind gradually 
freshened and frustra*ted my intention of examining the 
wreck spoken of near Cape Hay ; at night it increased to 
a very heavy gale. Although past Navy Board Inlet, 
very little ice had yet been met with. The weather, and 
fear of ice to leeward, obliged us to' heave the vessel to^ 
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under main trysail and fore stajsail. The sqnalls were 
extremely Tiolent and Reas unnsnally high. 

All Sunday, the 8th^ the gale continaed, although noib 
with such extreme force } the dfeep rolling of the ship, an<\. 
moaning of the half-dK)wned dogs amidst the pelting sleet 
and rain, was anything but agreeable. No.twithstanding 
that I had been np all the preTious night, I felt too anxious • 
to sleep ; the wind blew directly up Barrow Strait, drifting 
ns about two miles an hour. Occasionally she drifted to 
leeward of masses of ice, reminding us that if any of the 
dense pack which covered this sea only three weeks ago 
remained to leeward of us, we mHst be rapidly setting down 
upon its weather edge. The only expedient in such a case 
is to endeavor to run into it — once well within its onter 
margin a ship is comparatively safe — ^the danger lies in the 
attempt to penetrate; to escape out of the pack after- 
wards is also a doubtful matter. 

In the evening we were glad to. ^sff .the land, and find 
ourselves off the north shore near €/k}ie.,Bullen, for the. 
violent motion of the ship and very weak horiaontal mag- 
netic force had rendered our compasses useless. Thia 
morning, the.9th, the' gale broke, an4:th0 sea began to sub- 
side rapidly ; by noon it was almost calm, bat a thick 
gloom prevailed, ominous, it might be, of more mischief. 
AH along the land there is ice, but, broken up into harm- 
less a.toms. We have carried away a maingaff and a jib- 
stay, but have come remarkably well through such a gala 
with such trifling damage. 

llth, — Before, noon, to-day we anchored inside Cape 
Rileyi and immediately commeueed preparations for embark- 
ing coals. I visited Beechey Island house, and found the 
door open ; it must have been blown in by an easterly gale 
long ago, for much ice had accumulated immediately inside 
it. Most of the biscuit in bags was damaged,, but every 
thing else was in perfect ord^r. Upon the north and west 
10 
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tidei of tko boose, where a wall had been eonetrtM^ed, tiiero 
was a rast accamolation of ice, ia which the lower tier of 
casks between the two were 'imbed ded, and its sarface 
thawed into pools. Neither casks nor walls should have 
been allowed to stand near the houi^. .The southern and 
eastern sides were clear and perfectly dry.* The * Mary' 
decked boat, and two SO-feet lifeboats, were in excellent 
order, and their paint appeared fresh, but oars and bare 
wood were bleached whitft. 

The gutta-percha boat was useless when left here, and 
remains in the same state. Two'smali sledge travelling 
boats were daiaaged ; one of them had been blown over 
and orer along the beach until finally arrested by the^ 
other. The bears and foxes^ do not appear to have touched 
a!by thing. I have taken on board all letters left here f4>T 
Franklin's orCollinson's expeditions, and also a 20-feei 
sledge-boat for our own travelling purposes. 

Last night we steamed very close round Cape Hard in 
a dense fog, and. crept along the laud as our only guide: 
we were thus led into Bigby Bay, and discovered a sboa! 
off its entrance by grounding upon it. After a quarter of 
an hour we fioated off unhurt. 

In. flowering a/boat to pursoe a bear, Robert Hampton 
fell overboard ; fortunately he could swim, and was very 
soon picked up, bat the intense eold of the water had almost 
paralyzed bis Hmbs. The bear was shot and takea <m 
board. 

Sunday 15^/i, 9 P. M. — Our coaling was completed yeS' 
terday, and the ship brought over and .anchored off the 
house in Erebus and Terror Bay. A small proportion of 
provisions and winter clothing has been embarked to com- 
plete our deficiencies ; the ice has been scraped out of the 
house and its roof thoroughly repaired, a reeord deposited, 
and door securely closed. ^ 

I found lying at Godhafn a marble tablet which bad 
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been sent onfe by Lady Franklin, in the American expe- 
dition of 1855 under Captain Hartstein, for the purpose 
of being erected at Beechey Island. Circumstances pre- 
vented the Americans executing this kindly service, and it 
fell to my lot to convey it to the site originally intended. 
The tablet was constructed in New York, under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Grinnell,*at the request of Lady Franklin, in 
order that the only opportunity which then offered of send- 
ing it to the Arctic regions . might not be lost. I placed 
the monument upon the raised flagged square in the centre 
of which stands the cenotaph recording the names of those 
who perished in the Go'vernment expedition under Sir Ed- 
ward Belcher. Here also is placed a small tablet to the 
memory of Lieutenant Bellot. I could not have selected 
for Lady Franklin's memorial a more appropriate or con- 
spicuous site. The inscription runs as follows : 
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TO THE MEMOOIY OF 

FRANKLIN, 
CROZIEE, FITZJAMES, 

AND ALL THEIR 

GALLANT BROTHER OFFICERS AND FAITHFUL 

COMPANIONS WHO HAVE SUFFERED AND PERISHED 

IN THE CAUSE OF SCIENCE AND 

THE SERVICE OF THEIR ^ COUNTRY. 

THIS TABLET 

IS ERECTED NE^R THE SPOT WHERE 

THEY PASSED THEIR FIRST ARCTIC 

WINTER, AND WHENCE THEY ISSUED 

FORTH TO CONQUEi^ DIFFICULTIES OR 

TO DIK., 

IT COMMEMORATES THE GRIEF OF THEIR 

. ADMIRING COL'NTRYMEN AND FRIENDS, 

AND THE ANGUlfeH, SUBDUED BY FAITH, 

OP HER WHO HAS LOST, IN THE HEROIC C 

LEADER OF THE EXPEDITION, THE MOST 

DEVOTED AND AEFECTIONATE OP 

HUSBANDS. 

. O 

"AND SO HE BRINGETH THEM UNTO THE 

HAVEN WHERE THEY WOULD BE." 

1855. 

This stone has been entrusted to be affixed in its place by the Officers and Crew of 
the American Expedition, eummanded by Lt. H. J. Hartstein, in search of Dr. 
Kane and his Companions. ^ 

This Tablet havinp been left at Disco by the 
American Expedition, which was unable to 
reach Beeohey Island, in 1855, was put on 
board the Discovery Yacht Fox, and is now 
8«t np here by Captain H'Clintock, R. N., 
eommandin^ir the final expedition of search 
for ascertaining the fote of Sir John Fnuxklio 
and his tompanions, 1858. % 
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We are now ready to proceed upon our voyage from 
Beechey Island, and there is no ice in sight ; but having 
worked almost unceasingiy since our arrival up to the pre- 
sent hour, the men require a night's rest. Nearly forty tons 
of fuel have been embarked. 

The total absence of ice in Barrow Strait is astonishing. 
No less so are the changes and chances of this singular 
navigation. Twelve days later than this in 1850, when I 
belonged to Her Majesty's ship 'Assistance,' with consider- 
able difficulty we, came within sight of Beechey Island ; a 
cairn on its summit attracted notice ; Captain Ommanney 
managed to land, and discovered the firsi tracer of the mis- 
sing expedition. Next day the United States schooner 
* Rescue', arrived ; the day after, Captain Penny joined us, 
and subsequently Captain Austin, Sir John Rosa, and Cap-/ 
tain Forsyth, — in all, ten vessels were assembled here. This^ 
day six years, when in command of the * Intrepid,' we sailed, 
from here for Melville Island in company with the 'Reso- 
lute.' Again I was here at this time in 1854, — still frozen 
up, — in the * North Star,' and doabts were entertained of 
the possibility of escape. 

To come down to a later period, it was this day fortnight 
only that I set out for the native village in Pond's Inlet, 
under the guidance of an old woman ; the trip was inter- 
esting, but we failed to obtain the slightest clue ,to the 
"whereabouts'* of the missing ships; moreover, our own 
little vessel had a most providential escape from being 
crushed against the cliffs ; and this day week was spent in 
contending with a fnrious gale, during which the ship had 
nearly -been driven to leeward and dashed to pieces by the 
sea-beatefr pack. Yet tl*se' are only preliminaries, — we are 
only now about to commence the interesting part of our 
voyage. It is to be hoped the poor ' Fox' has many more 
lives to spare. 

Monday night, I6//1 Jw^.*-Sailed from Beechey Island 
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ibis morning, and in the evening landed at Cape Hotbam. 
A email depot of provisions and three boats were left there 
by former expeditions. Of the depot. all has been destrojred 
i??ith the exception of two casks landed in 1850. The boats 
were sound, but several of their oars, which had been se- 
cured upright, were found broken down by bears — those 
inquisitive animals having a decided antipathy to anything 
stuck up — stuck up things in general being, in this country, 
•annatural. Fragments of the depot and the broken oars 
were tossed about in every direction. Numerous records 
were found ; to the most recent a few lines were added, 
stating^ that we had removed the two whale-boats — one to 
be left at Port Leopold, the other to replace our own 
crushed by the ice. 
^ l*ltk. — Last night battling against a strong fonl wind 
with seorj in rain and fog. To-day much loose ice is seen 
^southward of Griffith's Island. The weather improved this 
afternoon, and we shot gallantly past Limestone Island, and 
are now steeriilg down Peel Strait ; all of us in a wild state 
of excitement — a mingling of anxious hopes and fears 1 

ISth, — For 25 miles last evening we ran unobstructedly 
down Peel Strait, but then came in sight of unbroken ice 
extending across it from shore to shore ! It was much de- 
cayed, and of one year's growth only ; yet as the strait cou- 
tinues to contract for 60 miles further, and it appeared to 
me to afford so little hope of becoming navigable in the 
short remainder of the season,' I immediately turned about 
for Bellot Strait, as affording a better prospect of a passage 
into the western sea discovered by Sir James Ross from 
Four River Point in 1849. Our disappointment, at the 
interruption of our pix>gress was m sudden as it was severe. 
We did not linger in hope of a change, but steered out 
again into the broad waters of Barrow Strait. However, 
should Bellot Strait prove hopeless, I intend to return 



IriUier to make cme more effort before the close of the 
season. " - , 

We are now approaching Port Leopold, wbere it k ne- 
•ces&arj to etop for a few hoars to examine the Mt^t^ of tbe 
ateam la&nch, provisions and stores, left there in 1S49, as 
adrerse <$ircam8tanGes may oblige me to fall back upon it as 
a point of sapport. 

l\^th. — At anchor in Port Leopold ; it is perfectly clear 
of ice ; we arjrived in the night. Ho,w astonishingly bare 
the land looks; it is more barren than Beechey Island, 
whilst the rock contains far fewer fossils I On this day nine 
years ago the harbor and sea con tinned covered with ice, 
and the ships ('Enterprise' and 'Investigator') were unable 
to escape. At some period since then the ice has been 
pressed in upon the low shingle point ; it has forced the 
launch up before it, and left her broadside on to the beaoh, 
with both bows stove in, and in want of considerable re- 
pairs, bat the means are all at band for execnting them. 
We tried to haul her further up, but she was firmly im- 
bedded and frozen into the ground. Many things appear 
to have been covered with the loose shingle, bags of coal 
and coke just appearing through it scarcely above bigh- 
water mark. Amongst the missing articles is the steam- 
ongine. 

Although the flagstaff upon the summit of North East 
C^pe is still standing, the one erected upon this point aod 
almost the wholeLof the framing of the bouse lies prostrate. 
The provisions appeared to be sound, but were not geo^- 
rally exainiiiecl. The whale-boat we removed from -Cape 
Hotham was landed here, and a record of our proceedings 
added to the many which have accumulated here during 
the last ten years. Some coke and a few things useful to 
ns and merely decaying here were taken on board, and by 
evening we were again speeding onward with augmented 
resonrces, and tbe eonfidenoe inspired by a secare dep6t in 
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onr rear; baoyed op moreover hj tbe joyftil antacipBtion of 

soon reaching the goal of our long-deferred hopes. • 

2Qth. — Noon. Exactly off Fury Point. There is one 
large iceberg far off in the S. E. ; no other ice in sight I I 
would hare landed at Fary Beach UT ezamtne the remain- 
ing supplies there, but a soow shower prevented our distift- 
gnishing anything, and a strong tide carried us past befoce 
we were aware of it. 

We /eel that the crisis of our voyage is near at hand. 
Does Bellot Strait really exist ? if so, is 'it free from ice ? 

A dep6t of provisions, is being got ready to be landed, 
should it be practicable for us to push through and proceed 
to the southward. 

2l8t. — On approaching Brentford Bay last evening packed 
ice was seen streaming out of it, also much ice in the S. E. 
The northern point of entrance was landed upon by Sir 
John Boss in 1829, and named Possession Point; we 
rounded it closely, and could distinguish a few stones piled 
up upon a large rock near its highest part — this is h\h 
cairn. As we passed westward between the point and 
Browne's Island, through a channel a mile in width, a close 
pack was discovered a few miles lUiead ; and it being past 
ten o'clock, and almost dark, the ship was anchored in a 
convenient bay three or four miles within Possession Point. 
Here our depot is to be landed, therefore we shall name this 
for the present Depdt Bay; a very narrow isthmus between 
its head and Hazard Inlet unites the low limestone penin- 
sula, of which Possession Point is the ej^treme, to the main- 
land. 

To-day an unsparing use of steam and canvas forced the 
ship eight miles further west-; we were then about half-way 
through Bellot Strait I Its western capes are lofty bluffs, 
such as may be distinguished fifty miles distant in clear 
weather ; between them there was a clear broad channel, 
but five or six miles of close heavy pack intervened — the 
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sole obstacle to oof progress. Of cotirse this pack will 
speediljT disperse; — it is no wonder that we should feel 
elated at such a glorious prospect, and content to bitie otir 
time in the security of Dep6t Bay. A feeling of tranquillity 
— of earnest, hearty sa-tisfaction — has come over us. There 
is no appearance amongst us of anything boastiful ; we 
have all experienced too keenly the vicissitudes of Arctic 
voyaging to admit of such a feeling. 

At the turn of tide we perceived that we were being 
carried, together with the pack, back to the eastward; 
'every moment our velocity was increased, and presently we 
were dismayed at seeing grounded ice near* us, but were 
very quickly swept past it at the rate of nearly six miles an 
hour, though within 200 yards of the rocks, and of instant 
destrnction I As soon as we possibly could we got clear 
of the packed ice, and left it to be wildly hurled about by- 
various whirlpools and rushes of the tide, until finally 
carried out into Brentford Bay. The ice-masses were large, 
and dashed violently against each other, and the rocks lay 
at some distance off the southern shore ; we had a fortunate 
escape from such dangerous company. After anchoring 
again in Dep6t Bay, a large stock of provisions* and ra 
record of our proceedings were landed, as there seems every 
probability of advancing into the western sea in a very few 
days. 

The appearance of Bellot Strait is precisely that of a 
Greenland fiord ; it is about 20 miles long and scarcely a 
mile wide in the narrowest part, and there, within a quarter 
of a mile of the north shore the depth was ascertained to be 
400 feet. Its granitic* shores are bold and lofty, with a very 
respectable sprinkling of vegetation for lat. 12°. Some of 
the hill-ft.nges rise to about 1600 or 1600 feet above the 
sea'. 

The low land eastward of Depot Bay is composed of lime- 
stone, destitute alike of fossils and vegetation. The granite 
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onr rear; baoyed op moreover by tbf 'i>^ot bay, wnd ia at 
soon reaching the goal of our lonraei^ bave been seen ; a 
20^A.— Noon. Exactly off ^^jker took a photograph of 
large iceberg far off in theP^^ the dogs creeping near to lick 
would hare landed at F^ 

ing supplies there, b>- ^^^ the tides in Bellot Strait fully ac- 
gmshmg anyihinfr -^/^^i xy^^ water seen by Mr. Kennedy* 
we were aware .jj^^^opgh. early in April. The strait runs 
We feel /^^ ^^^ ^^g^;^ \y^^ Jig eastern entrance is well 
Does Be^ ,^/^,fl^ Island ; when half-way through, both seas 
^ ^ f.^^f! As in Greenland, the night tides are much 
J^ ' '/liiii tiie day tides ; last night it was high water at 
^-^^^/f-past eleven ; as nearly as we can estimate, the 
^"roos through to the west, from two hours before high 
^f oDtil four hours after it ; that is, the flood-tide comes 
^flj the west I Such is also the case in Hecla and Fury 
tftrait ; in both places the tide from the west is much the 
wrongest. I am not sufficiently informed to discuss this 
gabject, but infer the existence of a chaunel between Vic- 
toria and Prince of Wales' Land. The rise and fall is much 
}€ss Upon the 'western side of the Isthmus of Boothia thau' 
upon the east, and it likewise decreases, we know, in Bar- 
row Strait, as we advance westward. . 

23r(i. — Yesterday Bellot Strait was again examined, but 
the five miles of close pack occupied precisely the same po- 
sition as if heaped together by contending tides ; considera- 
ble augmentations were moreover seen drifting in from the 
western sea. Finding nothing could bfe effected in Bellot 
Strait, we sought in vain for the more southern channel 
which should exist to form Levesque Island : we did, how- 
ever, find a beautiful harbor, and are now securely anchored 
in its north-west arm ; I have named it after the«^entleman 
whose-former island I have thus reluctantly converted into 

* Mr. Kennedy discovered this important passnge when in oommand 
of the * Prince Albert,' in 1851. 



Av9.1$(^. A RAMBLfi ON SHORfi. I55 

the Dortheni extreme of the Boothiaiv PeolnsaU, and con- 
equently of the American continent The south-western 

gle of Brentford Bay is still covered with unbroken ice. 

^his evening we all landed to explore our new ground. 

ug and Petersen shot some brent geese ; Walker saw 

w.v^ode©r, but he was botanizing, and ..had nofcun; others 

were seen by some of the men, and followed, 'bat without 

Bdccess. 

I enjoyed a delightfully refreshing ramble, a mile or two 
inland, through a gently ascending valley, then two mile? 
along the narrow margin of a pretty little lake between 
XQoantains, beyond which lay a much larger one, four or five 
miles in diameter ; this farther lake was only partially di- 
Tested of its winter ice. Here the scenery was not only 
grand, but beautiful ; there was enough of vegetation to 
tint tlie craggy hill -sides and to make the sheltered hollows 
absolutely green ; deer-tracks and the footprints of wild 
fowl were everywhere numerous 'along the water-side. I 
saw two decayed skulls of musk oxen, and circles of stones 
by the little lake, doubtless at some remote period the . 
summer residence of wandering Esquimaux ; hence I infer 
that fish abound in^^the lake, and that this valley is a 
favorite deer-pass. 

But the contemplation of these objects, although agreea- 
'l)k, was not the object of my solitary ramble ; I came ont- 
shore to cogitate undisturbed in a leisurely and philosophic 
Hmnner. We hoped very soon to enter an unknown sea ; 
discoveries were to be made, contingencies provided for, 
and plans prepared to meet them. 

Yesterday Petersen shot an immense bearded seal ; it 
sank, but floated up in an hour afterwards. This animal 
measured 8 feet long and weighed about 600 lbs. We pre- 
fer its flesh to that of the small seals, and its blubber will 
aiford a valuable addition to our stock of lamp oil for the 
coming winter. 
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25th. — In Depot Bay. We remained bnt twenty-four 
hours in Levesque Harbor ; a change of wind led us to hope 
for a removal of the ice in Bellot Strait, therefore I deter- 
mined to make another attempt. 

When off the table-land, where the depth is not more 
than from ^to 10 fathoms, and the tides run strongest, the 
ship hardly moved over the ground, although going 6^ 
knots through the water I Thus delayed, darkness over- 
took us, and we anchored at midnight in a small indentation 
of the north shore, christened by the men Fox^s Hole, 
rather more than half-way through. 

For several hours we had been coquetting with huge ram- 
pant ice-masses that wildly surged about in the tide- way, or 
we dashed through boiling eddies, and sometimes* almost 
grazed the tall cliffs ; we were therefore naturally glad of a 
couple or three hours' rest, even in such a very unsafe po- 
sition. At early dawn we again proceeded west, but for 
three miles only; the pack again stopped us, and we could 
perceive that the western sea was covered with ice ; the east 
wind, which could alone remove it, now gave pjace to a hard- 
hearted westerly one. ^ 

All the strait to the eastward of m, and the eastern sea, 
as far as could be seen from the hill-tops, is perfe(?tly free 
from ice, whereas in the direction we wish to proceed there 
is nothing but packed-ice, or waiter which cannot be reached*. 
Bitterly disappointed we are, of course ; yet there is reason- 
able ground for hope ; grim winter will not ratify the 
obstinate proceedings of the western ice for neatly four 
weeks. 

Last evening's amusement was most exciting, nor was it 
without its peculiar perils. With cunning and activity 
worthy of her name, our little craft warily avoided a tilting- 
match with the stout blue masses which whirled about, as if 
with wilful impetuosity, through the narrow channel ; some 
of them were so large as to ground even in 6 or 7 fathoms 



Aco. 1«68. PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES. l^*i 

water. Many were drawn into the eddies^ and, aeqairing 
considerable velocity in a contrary direction, suddenly broke 
bounds, charging out into the stream, and entering into 
mighty conflict with their fellows. After such a frolic the 
masses would refolve peaceably or unite with the pack, and 
await quietly their certain dissolution ; may the day of that 
'yished-for dissolution be near at hand I Nothing but 
strong hope of success induced me to encounter such dan- 
gerous opposition. I not only hoped, but almost felt, that 
we deserved to succeed. 

Two plans were now occupying my thoughts, both of 
them resulting from the conviction that we should probably 
be compelled to winter to the eastward of Bellot Strait : 
the most important of these plans is that of finding some 
series of valleys, chain of lakes, or continuous low land, 
practicable as an overland sledge-route to the western coast^ 
along which we may transport dep6t8 of provisions this 
autumn ; for it is certain that the strong tides will prevent 
Bellot Strait from being frozen over till winter is far ad- 
vanced, and its- surface will afford us no means of passing 
westward with our sledges. 

The other plan, and that which we are jiow about to exe- 
cute, is to land a small dep6t of provisions 60 or TO miles 
to the southward, and down Prince Regent's Inlet, in order 
to facilitate communication with the Esquimaux either this 
autumn or in early spring. 

This precautionary step became so necessary in the event 
of the west coast presenting unusual difficulties, that Ide-. 
termined to carry it at once into execution. Quitting the 
'* Fox's Hole,", and resting for one night in Dep6t Bay, we 
sailed thence on the 26th ; a fine breeze carried us rapidly 
southward along the coast of Regent Inlet ; there was but 
little obstruction; occasionally it was necessary to pass, 
through a stream of loose ice ; but we saw little of any 
kind, compared to the experiences of Sir John Ross in 1829. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Proceed westward in a boat — Cheerless state of the western sea — Strag- 
gles in Bellot Strait — Falcons, good Arctic fare — The resoorces of 
Boothia Felix — Future sledge traveling' — Heavy gales' — Hobson's 
; party start .— Winter quarters — Bellot's Strait — Advanced depot es- 
tablished — Observatories — Intense cold — Autumn travelers — Nar- 
row escape. 

Most anxious to know the real state of the ice in the 
western sea — upon which our hopes so entirely depend — I 
intend starting this evening by boat, as far through Bellot 
Strait as the ice will permit, then land and tiscend the west- 
ern coast-hills. - 

Ist SepL — My jDoat party consisted of four men and the 
doctor, who came with me for the novelty of the cruise, 
bringing his camera to fasten upon anything picturesque. 
We landed near Half-way Island, and pitched our tent for 
the night. Early next morning I commenced the rather 
formidable undertaking of ascending the hills, for it is not 
possible to pass under the cliffs, and at last I^ gained the 
summit of the loftiest, overlooking Cape Bird at a distance 
of 3 or 4 miles, and affording a splendid view to the west- 
ward, as well as glimpses between the hills of the blue ' 
eastern sea. Long and anxiously did I survey the western 
sea, ice, and lands, and could not but feel that in all proba- 
•bility we should not be permitted to pass beyond our present 
position. 

To the northward Four River Point — ^'Sir Jame^ Ross' 
farthest in 1849 — was at once recognized; rather more 
than nine years ago I stood upon it with him, and gazed 
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almost as anxioasly in this direction t My present view 
confirmed the impression then received, of a wide channel 
leading southward. The outline of the western land is very 
distant ; it is of considerable but uniform elevation, and 
slopes gradually down to the strait, which is between 30 
^nd 40 miles wide. This western land appears to be lime- 
stone, and without oflP-lying* islands. Our side of the strait 
or sea, on the contrary, is primary rock, and fringed with 
islets and rocks ; its southern extreme bears S. S. W., and 
is probably 30 miles distTrnt:: 

Now for the ice. Althongh broken up, it lies against 
this shore in immense fields : there is but little water or 
room for ice-movement. Along the weat shore I can dis- 
tinguish long faint streaks of water. There is no appear- 
ance of disruption about Pour River Point or in the con- 
tracted part of Peep Strait — we have nothing to hope for 
in that quarter ; neither is there any evidence of current or 
pressure ; the ice appears much decayed ; but, as I am 
surveying it from a height of about 1600 feet, I may be 
deceived. 

The strong contrast between the eastern and western seas 
and lands is very unfavorable to the latter. 
. Apart from the ice, I was fortunate, however, in discover- 
ing^ long narrow lake, occupying a valley which lies be* 
tween a small inlet near Cape Bird and Hazard Inlet — in 
fact, a sort of echo of Bellot Strait — and I look upon it 
as our sledge-route for the autumn, since it appears proba- 
ble we shall winter in our present position. 

This is a v)ondrous rough country to scramble over; one 
never ceases to wonder how such liuge blocks of rock can 
have got into such strange positions. I noticed two masses 
in particular, each of them perched upon three small stones. 
The rock is gneiss; there is also much granite. Even 
upon the hill-tops pieces of limestone are occasionally met 
with. 

11 
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My walk occilt>ied elerea honta, aad, although I every- 
where Baw traces of animals, Ihe only living thing seen waft 
a grey falcon. Daring my absence from the tent the xnen 
rambled all over the hills, but saw no game ; our encamp- 
ment was therefore shifted to a better position near the 
eastern termination of the table-land. This morning we 
ex)>lored tlie neighboring valleys ; saw- three deer, and shot 
one, returning on board the ' Fox' in time for dinner. 

Many deer had been seen not far from the ship, and Hob- 
son had shot a bearded seal. I have organized another 
boat party ; Young will start with it to-morrow morning to 
seek a sledge route from the southern angle of Brentford 
Bay to the western sea. 

5^. — Young returned this morning; he reports the 
south-west angle of the bay not to ran in so far as we 
expected, and to be environed by very high land, imprac- 
tieahle for sledges. 

Our Esquimaux, Samuel, shot a fawn to-day. 

Strong northerly winds have latterly prevailed; Bellot 
Strait is quite clear of ice ; to-morrow morning, thereforcj 
we shall make our fifth atteuipt to get the ' Fox' through- 

Qth. — Steamed through the clear waters of Bellot Strait 
this morning, and made fast to the ice across its western 
outlet at a distance of two miles from the shore, and ciose 
to a small islet which we have already dubbed Penimican 
Bock, having landed upon it a large supply of that sub- 
stantial traveller's fare, with other provisions for our future 
sledging-parties. This ice is in large stout fields, of more 
than one winter's growth, apparently iramoyable in conse- 
queneeof the numerous islets and rocks which rise through and 
hold it fast. Jf the weather permits, we shall remain here 
for a few days and watch the effects of winds and tides upOn 
it ; that the ship will get any further seems improbable. 

lOlh — I have explored a small inlet near Cape Bird, 
which we have named False Strait^ from its striking re- 
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semblance to the trae one, and 'find it is only separ^ed 
from the long lake by half a mile of low land ; the lake w« 
have aseertaified to be aboat 12 mile^ long, and fl'Oni it 
TlQleys extend eastward and southward, so that We are sore 
of a good" sledge-route, — an important matter, as the hilte 
rise to IGOO feet above the sea. 

Oapd Bird is ,500 feet high; from its Summit we onrefaHjr 
obsetTe the ice. This granite coast presents a ^gged 
appearance ; it is deeply indented and stadded with iskt8« 
The ie* in the-Westem Sea (or PeeVs Strait) is much more 
broken up than it was upon the 31stnltimo; there is no 
longer any fixed ice except within the grasp of the islets^ 
Birds and animals have become yery -scarce ; three seals 
bare been shot, and a bear seen. To-morrow W6 shall r^ 
turn to o^r harbor, and endeavor to procure a fdW mor6 
reindeer before they migrate southward. 

I2th. — Yesterday we anchored within the eutranee of our 
creek, beiag a more coirvenient position than up at its head. 
We are already in our wintering position, and, being with-^ 
Out occupation, one day seems most remarkably 4ike ^^ 
other 1 Although the fondly cherished hope of pushing 
farther in our ship can no louger be entertained, yet as long 
as the se^ou continues navigable it is ouf duty to be in 
readiness to avail ourselves of any opportunity, however 
improbable, of being able to do so. 

Once firmly frozen in, our -autumn travelling will com- 
mence, and afforct welcome occupation. Almost all on 
board have guns ; ammunition is supplied, and a sailor 
with a musket is a very contented and zealous sportsman, 
if not always a successful one ; it is a powerftil incentive 
to exercise. To-day the ramblers saw only two hares, an 
ermine, and an owl. Some peregrine falcons have lately 
been shot ; Petersen declares they are " the best beef in 
the country, and (he young birds tender and tohOe oa 
chicken,*^ 
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A few days ago ft large cask of biseait was opened, and 
a living mouse discovered therein I it was small, but mature 
Id years. The cask, a strong watertight one, was packed on 
shore at Aberdeen, in June, 1857, and remained ever after- 
wards unopened: there was no hole by which the mouse 
xottld have got in or out, besides it is the only one ever 
seen on board/ Ship's biscuit is certainly dry feeding, 
but who dares assert, after the experience of our mouse, 
that it is not wonderfully nutritious ? 

16/A. — Two nights ago a comet was observed just be- 
neath the constellation of the Great Bear ; a series of 
measurements were commenced for determining its path. 
Yesterday I walked through the most promising valleys for 
eight hours, but did not see a living creature ; yet there iB 
very fair show of vegetation, much more than at Melville 
Island; where the game is abundant. To the east there is 
not a speck of ice, excepting only a huge iceberg, probably 
the same we saw off Fury Point, a very unusual visitor from 
Baffin's Bay, whence it must have been driven by those 
loag-co»tinued east winds (of painful memory) in June and 
July. 

Hobson and two men enca^nped out for three days in 
order to scour the country ; they have only seen one hare 
land one lemming I Walker geologizes ; amongst other 
things he finds much iron pyrites. The dredge has been 
used, but with very little socoess. Th^e thermometer ranges 
between 20^ and 30°. Fresh water pools are frozen over, 
sea-ice forms in every sheltered angle of the creeks. There 
is no^snow upon the laud, and this is one cause of the diffi>- 
culty of finding game. 

I have determined upon naming this beautiful little anchor- 
age Port Kennedy, after my predecessor, the discoverer of 
Bellot Strait, of which it is decidedly the port. This is not a 
oompliment to him, but an agreeable duty to me, and nowhere 
could Mr. Kennedy's name be more appropriately affixed 
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then in close proximity with his interesting discoverj. 
And now having made this acknowledgment, I may venture 
.to confer our little vessel's name upon the islets which pro- 
tect its entrance. 

The island upon which Mr. Kennedy and Lieutenant 
Bellot encamped was Long Island, about three miles further 
to the south-east. 

17/^. — Of late we have been preparing provisions and 
equipments for our travelling parties. My scheme of sledge 
search comprehends three separate routes and parties of 
four men ; to each party a dog-sledge an^ driver will be 
attached ; Hobson, Young, and I will lead them. 

My journey will be to the Great Pish- River, examining the 
. shores of King William's land in going and returning ; Pe- 
tersen will be with me. 

Hobson will explore the western coast of Boothia as far 
as the magnetic pole, this autumn, I hope, and from Gates- 
head Island westward next spring. 

Young will trace the shore of Prince of Wales' Iiand.from 
Lieutenant Browne's farthest^ to the south-westward to 
Osbom's farthest, if possible, and also examine between 
Four River Point and Cape Bird. 

Oar probable absence will be sixty or seventy days, eom- 
^ mencing from about the 20th of March. 

In this way I trust we shall complete the PrankKn search 
and the geographical discovery of Arctic America, both 
left unfinished by the former expeditions ; and in so doing 
we can hardly fail to obtain some trace, some relic, or, it 
may be, important records of those whose mysterious fate 
it Is the great object of our labors to discover. But pre- 
viops to setting forth upon these important journeys, I must 
eommutticate with the Boothians, if^possible, either upon 
the west or east coast, in November o^ February. Sir 
John Ross'^ 'Narrative' informs us that they sometimes 
winter as far north upon the east coast as the Agnew River; 
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and we know thiit upon the west, at tbe magnetic pole, their 
abandoned snow huts were occupied in June by Sir James 
lloss. 

.19/A. — Yesterday we steamed once more through Bellot 
Btrait, nud took up our former position at the ice-edge, 
^ff its western entrance ; the ice, hemmed in by islets, has 
not moved. 

From the summit of Cape Bird I had a Yi^ry extensive 
▼lew this morning : there is now mudi water in the offing 
only separated from us by the belt of islet-girt ice scarcely 
four miles in joidtk ! My conviction is that a strong east 
wind would remove this remaining barrier ; it is not yet too 
late. The water runs parallel to this coast, and is four or 
five miles broad ; beyond it there is ice, t)at it appears .to 
be all broken up. 

Yesterday Young went upon a dog-sledge to the nearest 
south*we8tem island, distant 7 or 8 miles. He reports the 
intervening ice cracked-and weak in some places, but prac- 
ticable for loaded sledges ; the far side of the island is . 
washed by a clear sea, and a bear Vliicl^ he shot plunged 
into it, and, drifting away, was lost. Young is in favor of 
carrying out the depot of provisions to or beyond this island 
by boat ; but as the temperature fell to 18^ last night, and 
new ice forms wherever it is calm, I prefer the safer, al» 
though more laborious mode of sledging ; accordingly to-day 
our dogd carried out two sledge-loads of the provisions in- 
leaded for the use of our parties hereafter. 

%%nd. — All the provisions have now been carried out to 
the nearest Island, which I shall temporarily name Separa- 
tion* as there our spring parties will divide ; and a por- 
tion intended for Hobson's party and my own has been car- 
ried on to tbe nezt island 7 or 8 miles further. Our tra- 
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yeillng boat and a small reserve depot hare bees p]ae«i 
upon Pemmican Rock, so already something has been <5oae. 
Anitoal life is very scarce ; a few seals, an occasional gall, 
and three brown falcons, are the only creatures we haveeeen ^ 
for several days past. iJast erening at eight oV^lock a Tery 
vivid j3a6h of lightni&g was observed; its a|>p6«raiice in 
ibese latitudes is very rare ; once only have I seea it before 
i— in September, 1850. 

25th, — Saturday night, il^rious gales from N. and B. 
W., but our barrier of coast-ice remaias uudimiDished. 
This rooming Hobson set off upon a journey of 14^ 
15 days* duration, with seven men and fourteen dogs-; he 
is to advance the depots along shore to the south, and if 
successful will reach latitude tl^. 

The temperature is mild (+17°), but it is snowy and dniH 
agreeable weather ; there is already enough suoir vpott the 
old ioe to make walking laborious, and the laud has also 
assumed its wintry complexion. 

28^.— -The ship was kept availiU^le for prosecuting her 
Yoyage up to the latesUhour ; it was only yesterday thai we 
left the western ice, and in consequence of the vast aeea- 
mulation of yong ioe in Bellot Strait we have had consider- 
able difficulty in reaching the entrance of Port Kennedy : 
all within was so firmly frozen over that after three hourd' 
steaming and workiug we only penetrated 100 yards ; howt- 
ever, we are in excellent position, although oar wintering 
place will be farther out by a quarter of a mile than I in- 
tended. 

To-day we are unbending sails and laying up the engines 
• — uncertainty no longer exists — here we are compelled to 
remain ; and if we have not been as stioeessful in our voy- 
age as a mouth ago we bad good reason* to expect, we 
may still hope that fortune will smile opoa our mo-re liUm- 
%le, yet more arduous, pedestrian explorations*-^'^ Mope on, 
hope evBr.^' la the meantime th^- sudden traiisitlotty ^t>m 
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mental and physical wear and tear, to the scanty and quiet 
of winter quarters, is an immense relief. 

2nd Oct. — M. Petersen has shot two very fine bocks ; one 
is a magnificent fellow, weighing 354 lbs. (minus the 
pacmch). Several deer have been seen ; they come from 
the N. along the slopes of the eastern hills. An ermine 
came on board a few nlgbts ago and kept the dogs in. a via>- 
lent state of excitement, being jjiuch too wary to come out 
from under the boat to be caught by tliem ; at length one . 
of the men. secured it. This beaatiful little animal does 
nf>% appear lo be full grown; its extreme length is 13^ 
inches. Two others came ofi" to the ship, and to our great 
amusement eluded the men who gave chase, by darting into 
the soft snow — which is now a foot deep — and reappearing 
several yards off. 

The weather la too mild to satisfy as ; we wish for severe 
frost.to seal us up securely, and make the ice- strong enough 
to bear the sledge-loads of provisions, etc., which are to be 
lajdded for the purpose of making more room in the ship. "* 

6th. — A herd of a dozen reindeer crossed the harbor to- 
day. Last night Hobson and his companions returned, all 
well. They were stopped by the sea washing against the 
cliffs in latitude 71^^, and to that point theyliave advanced 
the depots. Although the weather has been stormy here, they 
have been able td travel every day. They found the coast 
still fringed with islets, and deeply indented ; upon every 
point, moss-grown circles of stones indicated the abodes of 
Esquimaux in times long since gone by. 
• One night they muzzled a dog, as she was in the habit of 
gnawing her harness : in this defenceless state, unable even 
to bark and arouse the men, her amiable sisterhood attacked 
her so fiercely that she died next day. 

In honor of so important and successful a commencement 
of oar travelliag, as that aeeomplisbed by Hobson^ we bad 
a feasts of good venison, plum pudding aad gtog. It is 
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quite eyideot toat no more trayelling can be accomplished 
until. the ice forms a pathway alongshore; in this, as la 
some other respects, we anxiously await the advance of the 
season. The weatlier is mild ; Bellot Strait is almost 
covered with ice, which drifts freely with every tide. . Rein«- 
deer are seen almost ^aily ; they too are awaiting the 
freezing over^of the' sea to continue their southern travelsv 
Our harbor-ice is weak, and covered a foot deep with m 
sludgy compound of snow and water. 

Slh, — yesterday an ermine was caught in a trap ; hither- 
to these most active little skirmishers have successfully rob" 
bed our fox- traps of their baits as fast as they could be re- 
newed. To-day Petersen shot another reindeer ; it weighs 
ISOJbs. ; many others were seen, also a wolf. Sometimes 
a few ptarmigan are met with, but hares very rarely. 

I2ih. — Fine weather generally prevails. We have 
landed about 100 easks, all our boats, and much lumber^ 
so we shall have abundance of room on board. I enjoyed 
a long and exhilarating ramble upon snow-shoes to-day j 
' without them I could not have gone over half the distance 
—the snow lies so deep and soft — but I only saw one rein- 
deer. 

lUh. — One of our magnetic observatories has been bnitt ; 
it stands upon the ice, 210 yards S. (magnetic) from the 
ship, and is built of ice sawed into blocks^there not being 
any snltable snow ; it is just large enongh to hold the de- 
clinometer for hourly observations, to bfe noted throughont 
the winter. The housings have been put over the ship 
already, as Hobson will leave us again in a few days to ad- 
vance his depot and my own to the vicinity of the magnetic 
pole, if possible. I would -also send Young upon a similar 
duty, but the western sea cannot have frozen over yet. 

19^A..— All the 17th a N. W. gale blew with fearful vio- 
lence ; yesterday it abated, hn% not snfficiently to allow our 
party to start. This morning Hphson got away with hk 
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Bine' men and ten dogs ; his absence may be from eighteen 
to twenty days. Autumn travelling is most disagreeable ; 
there is so much wind and snow, the latter being soft, deep 
and often wet; the sun is almost always obscufed by mist, 
and is powerless for warmth or drying purposes, and the 
temperature is very variable. Moreover there are now only 
eight hours of misty daylight. To-day the •morning was 
€ne, and temperature +8°. Having completed the pre- 
liminary observations of the times of horizontal and vertical 
vibrations, also of the magnetic intensity, I set up to-day 
the declinometer, and commenced the hourly series of ob- 
Bervations on the diurnal variation. I trust it may con- 
tinue unbroken until we all set out upon our spring travels 
in March. A hare has been shot, but no other animals 
seen. 

22th, — It generally blows a gale of wind here ; the only 
advantage in return for so mnch discomfort is that the snow 
is the more quickly packed hard. As we have only three 
working men and an Esquimaux left on board for ship's du- 
' ties, I was assisted a few days ago by the doctor, the en- 
gineer, and the interpreter, in building another observatory, 
intended for certain monthly magnetic observations. This 
edifice is constructed of snow. Whenever we have a calm 
night we can hear the crushing sound of the drift-ice in Bel- • 
lot Strait, which continues open to within 500 yards of the 
Fox Islands, and emits dark chilling clouds of hateful, pes- 
tilent, abominable mist. 

The last two days have been very fine and calm : the men 
Tisited their fox and ermine traps, which are secreted 
amongst the rocks in a most mysterious manner — one ermine 
. only has been taken. Seven or eight reindeer, and some 
ptarmigan were seen ; two of the latter and a hare were 
shot. We have commenced brewing sugar beer. 

2nd Nov. — ^Very dull times. No amount of ingenuity 
oouM make a diary worth the paper it is written on. An 
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oieaasional raven flies past, acoaple more ptarmigan hvr^ 
been shot ; another N. W. gale is blowing, with tempera* 
tare down to -12^. 

^th., — Saturday Night. The N. W. gale blew without 
iatermission for seventy hours, the temperature being about 
>-I5^ : we hoped that our absent shipmates might be boused 
safely in snow huts. This afternoon ail doubts respecting 
them were dispelled by their arrival in good' health, but 
they evidently have suffered from cold and exposure during 
ih»iv absence of niueteen days. For the fii*st six days they 
journeyed outward successfully; on that night they en- 
camped upon the ice; it was at spring-tide ; a N. E. gale 
spraag up, and blowing off shore detached the ice and 
drifted them off] The sea froze over on the cessatioa of 
the gale, and two days afterwards they fortuiiately regained 
the land near the position from which they .were blown off; 
they have indeed experienced much unusual danger and 
fluffBring froia cold. 

Ab- soon as they discovered that the ice was drifting off 
9hore with them, they packed their sledges, harnessed ~ their 
dogs, and passed the night in anxious watching for some 
chance to escape. When the ice got a little diiitance off 
shore, it broke up under the influence of the wind and sea, 
nntil the piece tiiey were upon was scarce 20 yards in di- 
Ameter; this drifted, across the mouth of a wide inlet* until 
brought up against the "opposite shore. The gale was 
quickly followed by an intcnsejrost, which in a single night 
formed ice suflSciently strong to bear them in safety to the 
land, although it bent fearfully beneath their weight. 

The depots were eventually established in latitude 11^; 



* Named after Lord Wrottesley, ia remembrance of the support given 
by him to the expedition^ his advocacy of it in the House of Lords, aud 
of the faeilities granted me by the Royal Society — of whieh he vras Presi- 
deat— for the parsuit of fcientific observatioDS. 
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bejond this Lieutenant Hobson did not attempt to advance, 
not only because their remaining provisions would not have 
warranted a longer absence, but because the open sea was 
seen to beat against the next headland. They have lived 
in tents only, and have not experienced the heavy gales so 
frequent here, and which are probably doe mainly to our 
position in Bellot Strait, which performs the part of a funnel 
for both winds and tides between the two seas. 

That the western sea should still remain open argues a 
vast space southward for the escape of the ice, and prevents 
our western party from carrying across their depot : the 
attempt to do so would be extremely hazardous. We must 
only be stirring earlier in the spring. I am truly thankful 
for the safe return of our travelers — all this toil and exp(^ 
sure of ten persons and ten do^s has only advanced the de- 
pots 30 miles further — t. e. from ^0 to 90 miles distant from 
the ship. 

Hardly a particle of snow remains upon the harbor-ice, 
the recent gales having swept it away ; and the porch of 
my snow-hut has be^n fretted away to a mere cob-web by 
the attrition of Ihe snow-drift : the doctor and I rebuilt it 
to-day. Three reindeer and a wolf have been seen. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Death of onr engineer — Scarcity of game — The cold nniiBnally trjring-^ 
Jolly, ander adverse oironmstanees — Petersen's information — Betom 
of the sun of 1859 — Early spring sledge parties — ^Unusual sererity of 
the winter-^Severe hardships of early sledging — The western shores of 
Boothia — Meet the Esquimaux — Intelligence of Franklin's ships — Re- 
turn to the * Fox'— Allen Young returns. 

■/■ • 

' Nov. *!th. — Sunday evening, — Brief as is tbe interral 
since my last entry, yet how awful, and, to one of onr small 
eomptl^, how fatal it has been ! Testerday Mr. Brand was 
ont shooting as usual, and in robust health ; in the evening 
Hobson sat with him for a little time. Mr. Brand turned 
the conversation upon our position and employments last 
^ar; he called to remem'brance poor Robert Scott, then in 
-Bound health, and the fact of -his having carried our " Guy 
Pawbes" round the ship on the preceding day twelvemonth, 
and added mournfully, " Poor fellow I no one knows whose 
turn it may be to go next." He finished his evening pipe, 
and shut his cabin door shortly after nine o'clock. This 
morning, at seven o'clock, his servant found him lying upon 
the deck, a corpse, having been several hours dead. Apo- 
plexy appears to have been the cause. He was a steady, 
serious man, nnder forty years of age, and leaves a widow 
and three or four children ; what their circumstances are I 
am not aware. 

lOth. — This morning, the remains of Mr. Brand, inclosed 
in a neat coffin', were buried in a grave on shore. A. suitable 
beadboard and inscription will be placed over it. From all 
that I hare gathered, it appears that his mind had been 



somewhat gloomy for the last few days/d welling much upon 
poor Scott's saddea death. Whether he really saw three 
reindeeron Saturday, watched their movemeuts^ and fired 
his Minie rifle at them when tOO yards distant, or whethei 
it was the creation of a disordered brain, none can tell. 
On his first retarn on hoard he said he had seen deer tracks 
only. 

We are now without either engineer or engine-driver : w« 
lifftve only two stokers^ and they kaow nothing about the 
machinery. Oar numbei^ are reduced to twenty-fonr, iu- 
cludiug our interpreter and two GreenJ^nd Esquimaux. 

15^Zi. — We have enjoyed ten day » of moderate winds and 
calms, but the temperature has fallen as low as -81^. This 
Oauses frost- cracks in the ice across the harbor ; they wdi 
freeoe over, and others will form, and gape, and freeze at 
intervals, so that by next spring we shall -probably be moTed 
several inches, perhaps feet, off shore. 

Mists have obscured the sun 'of late, and now it does not 
rise at all. We are indifferent ; its departure has become 
to us a matter of course. The usual 'winter covering of 
snow has been spread upon deck rather more than a foot 
thick. Its utility in preventing the escape of heat b^eanie 
at once strikingly apparent Nothing has been seen but a 
"few ptarmigan, and one reindeer, which trotted off toward* 
the ship. Our bullets missed him, and the dogs unfortu- 
nately caught sight and chased him away. I do not think 
any dogs could overtake a reindeer in this rough country ; 
the rocks would speedily larae them, and the snow,' in many 
places, is quite deep enough to fatigue them greatly, whereas 
it offers but slight impediment to the deer, furnished as ho 
is with long legs and spreading hoof;^. , 

29^/i. — Animals have become very scarce. A few ptar- 
migan and willow-grouse have been .seen, and three shot. 
Two days ago I saw two reindeer. The eastern sea is frozea 
over, and our old acquaintance the iceberg in Friooe Be 
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geoi's Inlet is still visible on a clear daj. We brew sapir* 
beer, and we set nets for seals, but catch none. The nebi 
have been made and set in favorable positions onder tbe ice 
bj the Greenlanders, so we suppose the seals also hare xni« 
grated elsewhere; if' so, the Esqaimaux could not wiatev 
iere* We have no regular- school this winter, but five of 
the men study navigation every evening under the guidanee 
of Young. Hobson and I are doing all we ean to make 
the ship dry, warm, and comfortable : our large snow porches 
ov^ the hatchways are a great improvement. 

5^^ Deo.—Coldj^indy weather, with chilling mists from 
the open ^water in Bellot Strait. We can seldom leave the 
shelter "of the' ship for a walk on shore, and, when we-do^, 
rarely see even a ptarmigan. 

12^A.— Very cold weather : thermometer down to -41°< 
^sd the breeze comes to us loaded with mist from the opeo 
water, causing the air to feel colder than it otherwise would. 
Bellot Strait has become a nuisance, not only from this 
cause, but from the stiUng winds— purely local — which selt 
dom cease to blow through it. 

The seal nets have produced nothing ; and as there are 
no sesds, we no k>nger wonder at not seeing bears. Three 
foxes have been trapped and a hare seen. Our canine force . 
aombecs twenty-four serviceable dogs and six puppies ; but 
these, I fear, will not be strong enough for sledginf by 
March. The monotony of our lives is vastly increased by 
want of occupation, arid confinement, by severe gales, to the 
ship for five days out of every seven. The general health 
is good, but thene is a natural craving for fi'esh meat and 
frash vegetables — in a great measure, perhaps, because they 
canno^ be obtained ; but a well-filled letter-bag would be 
^lore welcome than anything I know of. 

2Uh. — Upon four days only during the last fourteen has 
the weather permitted us to walk. I allude to the .wind as 
the obstacle to our exeitslse ; for temperature, whea the air 
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..^ luxuries; but the 

ue eatables, tastefully laid out, 

at well support the delusion which all 

^irous of imposing upon themselres — that they 

interiy^^ land of plenty— in fact, all but at home ! We 

*V /^.ffoied a large cheese and some preserves, and candles 

^;^ded the ordinary smoky 'lamps. With so many com- 

^^ and the existence of so mucfi genuine good feeling, 

heir evening was a joyous one, enlivened also by songs and 

0Dsic. 

Whilst all was order and merriment wirtiin the ship, the 
gcene without was widely different. A fierce northwester 
howled loudly through the rigging, the snow-drift -rustled 
gwilfly past, no star appeared tlirough the oppressive gloom, 
and the thermometer varied between 76° and 80° beloiv the 
freezing-point. At one time it was impossible to visit the 
magnetic observatory, although only 210 yards distant, and 
with a rope stretched along, breast-high, npon poles the 
whole way. The officers discharged this duty for the 
quartermasters of the watches during the day and night. 

Ist Jan. 1859. — This being Saturday night as well aa 
New Yearns Day, *' Sweethearts and Wites" were remem- 
bered with even more than the ordinary feeling. New 
year's eve was celebrated with all the joyful ness which 
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^ ^e&t4]Of>0 csB in^re: add iv« have reasonable gronnd 

% Htrong hope. At miduight the expiration of the old 

%^ -ind Ciommencement of the- new one was announced to 

•^ *he ^an^^—^ates, accordion, and gong=— striking up 

^ ^^ or. Sonoie songs were sung, and the performance 

** with *' Q-od sate the Queen ;" the few who could 

^ ^ our mess-room sang the chorus ; but this by no 

' ^ \ all the o4hers who were without and unable 

. * ^ '^ ^Ives to the officers, so they echoed the 

^ u ^ effect was very pleasing. Our new year's 

memorated with all the snbstantials of 

^, uut without so much display, — ^less tailoring 

- pastry, not quite so much clipping of doirgh into roses, 

.and ancbors, and nondescript animals, &c., &c. The past 

i .week has been cold and stormy; it now blows strong, and 

tiie temperature is -44^. 

On the 29th a few fresh tracks of animals and a ptarmi- 
gan were seen : yesterday I saw three ptarmigan. Decem- 
ber proved to be an nnnsaaliy cold month, its mean tempe- 
I'ature being -33^ ; and it was rendered more than ordina- 
rily dark and gloomy by continual mists from Bellot Strait. 
This open water adds seriously to the drawbacks of a spot 
alvec^y sufficiently cheerless, gameless, and ''wind-loved." 
9^.^-^Another week of ontform temperature of-40O, and 
4K>Qfiuem€»kt to the ship by strong winds; the atmosphere 
}8 loaded with envelopipg mist^ which impart a raw Vnd 
Biun^jr^ingly keen edge- to the chilling blasts, blasts that no 
l^uman oose can endure without blanching, be its propor- 
tions what they may. It is wonderf^how the dogs stand 
it, and without apparent inconvenience, unless their fur 
happens to be tMo. They lie npon tUe snow under the lee 
of the shipt with no other protection from the weather. 

To-day, the winds being light and temperature up to 
-^0^, we enjoyed walks on shore, althoagh the ms^ con- 
12 
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tinned so denae as to limit oar Ti^w to acotple^ bandied 
yards. * 

I learo from Petersen that the n^tiv«s of Smith's Soand 
are well acqaainted with the continaatioii of ita shores con- 
siderably beyond the farthest p^int reached by K&ue's 
exploring parties, bat. unfortunately no cue thongbt of 
getting them to deliuea.te their local kuowlodge ppon patpec 
Tbey spoke much of a large island near the west coast 
called " Umiognak" (m ask oz) .Island, whje^ there wiaajaoeh 
open water, aboauding with walrus, and where soaie of' 
their people, formerly lived.* 

Esquimaux exist apon the east coast of Greenland at for 
north as lat 76^; how much farther north is not known. 
They are separated from the South Greenlanders by han- 
dreds of miles of ice-bound coasts and impassable glaciers. 

Many centuries ago a milder climate may and probably 
did exist, and a corresponding modification of glacier and 
a sea less ice-encumbered might have rendered the migrt^ 
tion of these poor people from the south to their present 
isolated abodes practicable; but to me it appears moeli 
more easy to suppose that they migrated eastward from the 
northern outlet of Smith's Sound. 

31s^. — More pleasant weather since my last etttry ; and 
although last night the temperature fell to -^tS yet it has 
generally been mild ; once it rose to t14^, but amply made 
amends by falling to -38*^ within twelve hoars. We have 
enjoyed much of the moon's presence for the la3t ten diqrs, 
but now she is waning and hastening away to the south. 
Paylight increases^ strength and duration, consequently 
we walk more, and see more, and the winter's gloom gi\ies 
' place to activity and cheerfulness. * Several ptarmigai^, 
three or four hares, a snowy owl, and a bear-track, have at 

* P«t«BWii «onv«iM4 wUll (wo iMn>wfao had tfaemMket be6n< up to 
Umingmak Iiland. 
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.Tariooa tuaes been ae«n. Y<ma§ has shot fbar ptormigan, 
. and I have shot a couple more and a hare, and the men 
have trapped two foxes. 

Qt^ board the skip tfaie preparations for trav-elling take 
precedence of all other occupations. 

26/^. — P&rt of the sun'^ disc loosied abovje the horizon 
to-daj, somewhat swollen and disOgnred by the misty atmo- 
sphere, but looklog bencFoleirt withal. I happened to be 
diligently truverslBg the rocky hill-sides in the hope of 
fiodiog some solitary hare dozing in fancied secdrity, when 
the sun thus appeared in vieW|, and halted to feast my eyes 
upon the glorious sight, amd scan tl^ features of onr retnrn- 
ing friend. Hope and promise mingled in his bright beams. 
Again I moved upward, and with more elastic step ; for 
now the sun of 1859 was shining npon nil natnre around 
me. 

2nd February. — A lovely, calm, bright day, and beauti- 
.fuJly clear, except over the waterspace in Bellot Strait^ 
where rests a densely black mlst^ very strongly resembling 
the West Indian rain-squall as it looms upon the distant 
horizoD. The increasing sunlight is cheering, but void of 
heat, and the mercury is often fh>zen. A few more ptar- 
migan have been shot. 

Our remaining serviceable ddgs, twenty-two in number, 
haive been divided with gr^at e^re into three teams of seven 
each; the odd dog is add^ to my team, as my journey k 
expected to be the longest. The different sledge^pftrtieB 
will now feed up their dogs without limit, so that the utmost 
degree of work may be got out of the'fti hereafter. 

January has been slighftly colder than lyecember^ mean 
temperature, being -3^:^^, but there has been rather less 
wind. 

8^^-— All will be ready for the departure of Yoong and 
injselC upon oar i^espective jonrneys Qpon the uii»raing of 
the 14th. 
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. Mr» Petersen a&d Alezaader Thompson accompany me, 

, with .two dog*sledges» and fifteen dogs, dragging twenty- 

foui days* provisions. My object is to commanicate with 

the B<;>pthi4i^3 in the vicinity of the magnetic pole. Young 

takes his party of four men and his dog-sledge ; be will 

: carry forward provisions for his spring exploration of the 

.shores of Prince of- Wales' Land^ between the extreme 

points reached by Lientenants Osbom and Brown in 1851. 

On the 3d I walked for seven and a half hoars, aqd saw 

two reindeer, but coald not approach within-shot. Toung 

examined the water-space in the strait, and finds it washes 

both shores, but extends east and west only about one mile. 

Xhe Doctor has seen a seal and a dovekie sporting in it. 

For the last four days strong winds and intense cold have 
prevtfitedus from rambling over the hills, besides which the 
minor preparations for travelling have given us more occu- 
pation on board-. 

,;, Jj^nes Pitcher has got a slight touch of scurvy; his 
gains are inflamed; and now it comes out that he dislikes 
preserved meats, and has not eaten any since he has been 
in the ship I He has lived upon salt meat and preserved 
vegetables, except for the very short periods in sammer 
when birds could be obtained. He is rather a "nsed np** 
old fellow, too much so f5r our severe sledge- work, there- 
fore is one of the few who vtiU remain to take care of the 
«bip. That he should have retained his health for seventeen 
:niontbs, under the ciroamstances, speaks well for the whole- 
Bomeness and quality of our provisions, and the ventilatioa 
and cleanliness of tlie ship. 

10^^. — Extremely cold, with dense mists from the open 
water. Yesterday eight ptarmigan and a sooty fox were" 
seen. We have consumed the last of our venison ; it sup- 
plied 08 for three days. We are drinking, oat a cask of 
SQgar^beer^ which i« a very mild but agreeable beverage; 
we make it on board. 
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Sunday night, 13<A.— To-morrow fevening, if fine, Young 
and I set off upon oor travels. He has advanced a portion 
of his sledge-load to the west side of the water in Bellot 
Strait, having been obliged to earrj it overlahd'fo^ about a 
mile in order to get there. I have explored the route to 
the loi)g lake, and find we can reach it without crossing 
elevated or uncovered land. I saw two reindeer, and Young 
saw about twenty ptarmigan. 

• The mean temperature of JFebruary up to this date is 
-33*2°, being an exact continuation of January. I confess 
to some anxiety upon this point, as hitherto the winter has 
been unusually severe, and the journeys to be performed will 
occupy more than, twenty days. Besides, we shall be eistrlier 
m motion than any of the previous travellers, unless we arb 
U> toake an exception in favor of Mr. Kennedy's trfp of 30 
iniks from Batty Bay to Fury Beach, between the 6th and 
10th of January, during which time the lowest temperature 
registered was only -25°. Should either Young or myself 
remain .atJsedt beyond the period for which we~carry provi- 
sions, Hobson is to send a party in search of us. A sooty 
fox has been captured lately. 

Ibth. — A sttong N. W. wind, with a temperature of -40°, 
confines us on board. One cannot face these winds, there* 
fore it is forttmate that we did not start, the ship being 
much m(jre comfortable than a snow-hut. 

* * He * * * 

20</i March. — Already I have been a week on board, and 
80 difficult is it to settle down to anything like sedentary 
occupation, after a period of continued vigorous action, that 
even now I can scarcely sit still to scribble a brief outline 
of my trip to Cape Yictoria. 

On the morning of the 11th February the weather mod- 
erated sufficiently for us to set out ; the temperature 
throughout the day varied between -31° and ~42^°. Leav* 
iiig. Young's party to pass on through the starait,.! pro- 
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<^eded by way of the Long Lake, wfiieh I faond to be lOj 
geograrphical m\es in kngth, with an aterftge width of half 
a mile. 

We buHtour snow-hut upon tJie west coast, near Pem- 
miean Rock, after a march of 19 or 20 geographical miles. 
We always speak of geographical miles with reference to 
our marches ; six geographical are eqparto seven English 
miles. 

On the following day the old N. W. wind sprang up with 
renewed vigor, and the thermometer fell to -4S^; the cold 
was therefore intense. 

On the third day our dogs went lame in consequence of 
sore feet ; the intense cold seems to be the principal, if not 
the only cause, having hardened the surface-snow beyond 
what their feet can endure. I was obliged to throw off a 
part of the provisions ; still we could not make aiore than 
12 or 18 miles daily. We of course walked, so that the 
dogs had only the remaining provisions and clothing to 
drag, yet several of them repeatedly- fell down in fits. 

For several days this severe weather contlaned, the mer- 
cury of my artificial horizon remaining frozen (its freezing 
point is -89^) ; and our mm, at first thick like treacle, 
required thawing latterly, when the more fluid and stronger 
part had been used. We travelled each day until dusk, 
and then were occupied for a couple of hours in Jbnildiof^ 
our snow-hut. The four walls were run up until 6} feet 
high, inclining inwards as much as possible ; over these our 
tent was laid to form a roof; we could. qot afford the time 
necessary to construct a dom^ of snow. 
^ Our equipment consisted of a very small brown-holland 
tent, macl:intosh floorcloth, and felt robes; besides this, 
each man had a bag of double blanketing, and a pair of fur 
boots, to sleep in. We wore* mocassins over the pieces of 
Uanket in which our feet were wrapped up, and, with the 
exceprtioQ of a change of this foot-gear, carried do 0pam 
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dolhes. ' The dally routine was as follows : — I led ttre way ; 
Peterse^n and Thompson followed, conducting their skdges;' 
and in this manner we trudged on for eight or ten hours 
without halting, except when necessary to disentangle the 
dog-harne»58 When we halted for the night, Thompson 
and t nsually sawed out the blocks of compact snow and 
carried them to Petersen, who acted as the master-mason 
in building the snow-hut : the hour and a half or two 
hours usually employed in erecting ttie edifice was the most 
disagreeable of the day's labor, for, in addition to being 
already well tired and tlesiring repose, we became thor- 
oughly chilled whilst standing about. When the hut was 
finished, the dogs were fed, and here the great dfftcnlty 
was to insure the weaker ones tbeir foil share in the 
scramble for suppfer ; then commenced the apefation of un- 
packing the sledge, and carrying into our hut everything 
necessary for ourselves, such' as provision and sleeping-' 
gear, as well as all boots, fur mittens, and even the sledge 
dog-harness to prevent the dogs from eating them 'during 
our sleeping hours; The door was now blocked up with 
snow, tb« cooking lamp lighted, foot-gear changed, diary 
* written up, watches wound, sleeping bags wriggled into, 
pi]>es lighted, and the merits of the various dogs discussed, 
until supper was ready ; the snppijr swallowed, the upper 
robe or coverlet was pulled over, and then to sleep. 

Next morning came breakfast, a struggle to get into 
frozen mocassins, after which the sludges were packed, and 
anotlfer day's march commenced. 

In these little huts we usually slept warm enough, although 
latterly, when our blankets and clothes became loaded with 
ice, we felt the cold severely. When our low doorway Was* 
carefully blocked up with snow, and the ^ot^ing-lamp 
Alight, the temperature quickly rose so that the walls be- 
came glazed, and our bedding thawed; but the cooking 
over, or th'6 doorway partially opened, it as quickly fell 
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aguo, ao that it was impossible to sleep, or even to hold 
one's pannikiD of tea, withoat patting our mitts on, so in- 
tense was the cold I 

On the 21st I visited our main depot laid out last Oc- 
tober ; it was safe, but unfortanatelj had been qarried far 
into Wrottesley Inlet, and onlj 40 miles south of Bellot 
Strait 

On the 22d an easterly gale prevented our marching, but 
we had the good fortune to shoot a* bear, so consoled our- 
selves with fresh steaks, and the dogs with an ample feed 
of unfrozen flesh — ^a treat they had not enjoyed for many 
■ months. 

We coasted along a granitic land, deeply indented and 
fringed with islands, and found it to be the general charac- 
teristic of the Boothian shore, fro'm Bellot Strait, until we 
had accomplished half the distance to the magnetic pole ; 
limestone then appeared, and the remainder of our journey 
was performed ^oug a low, straight shore, which afforded 
us much greater facility for sledging. 

Throughout the whole distance we found a mixture of 
heavy old ice and light ice of last autumn, in many places 
squeezed up into pack ; but as we advanced southward aged 
floes were less frequently seen. 

On the flrst of March we halted to encamp at about the posi- 
tion of the magnetic pole — for no cairn remains to mark the 
spot. I had almost concluded that my journey would prove to 
be a work of labor in vain, because hitherto no traces of Es- 
quimaux had been met with, and in consequence of the 
reduced state of our provisions and the wretched condition 
of the poor dogs — ^x out of the fifteen being quite useless 
— I Could only advance one more march. 

But we had done nothing more than look ahead; when 
we halted, and turned round, greal indeed was my surprise 
and joy' to see four men walking after us. Petersen and I 
immediately buckled ou our revolvers and advanced to meet 
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tbent Tto ofttwes halted, made fai^ their dogs, laid down 
their fiipeurs^. and receii^^dus withont any evidfcde of sur- 
prise. They told na they had been out upon a seal hoot 
on the ice» and were tretlimiag home: we proposed to join 
them, and all were soon in motion again ; bat another boar 
brought snnset, and we learned that their snow Tillage of 
eight, huts was still a long way off, so we hired them, at the 
rate of a needle for feach Esqaimax, to bnild us a hat, whieh 
they qompleted in. an hour ; it was 8 feet in diameter,- 5^ 
feet high, and in it we all passed the night. Perhaps the 
records of architecture do not furnish another instance of 
a dwellingi-house so cheaply constructed I 

We ga?e them to understand that we were anxious to 
barter with them, and very cautiously ap|>roaehed the Teal 
ol^ect of our visit: A naval button upon one of theii; 
drosses afforded the opportunity ; it eame, they said, fron 
some white people who ii^re starved upon an island where^ 
tliere are salmon (that is, in a river) ; and that the iron of 
which then* knives were made came frdm the same place. 
One of these men said he had been to the island to obtaia 
wood and iron, but none of them had seen the white men. 
Another man had been to ''El-wil-lik " (Kepnlse Bay), and 
counted on his fingers seven individuals of Rae's party whom 
he remembered having seen. 

These Esquimaux liad nothing to eat, and no other clothing- 
than their ordinary double dresses of far ; they wonW not 
eat our biscuit or salt pork, but took a small quantity of 
bear's blubber and some water. They slept in a sitting 
posture, with their heads leaning forward on their breasts. 
Next morning we traveled about 10 miles further, by which 
time we were close to Cape Victoria ; beyond this I would 
not go, mach as they wished to lead us on ; we therefore 
kmded, and they built us a eommodious snow hut in half on 
.hour; this done, we displayed to them our articles for barter, 
—knives, fiks, needles, scissora, beads, etc. — expressed our 



desire to <Tfttte with tbeai, mwi ptoiiiked to p«-<Ae«e everf 
thing wbidh belonged to the starved white nFdn, if fhey 
wonkl conse to ns o& the morrow. Notwithstlanding that 
the weather was now stormy and bitterly eold, two df the 
natives gripped off theiv -oatereoats of reindeer skin and 
bartered them for a knife each. 

Despite the gale which howled outside, we spent a com- 
fortable night in onr roomy hut. 

Next morning the entire village population arrived, 
amoonttng to about forty-five sonls, from aged people to in* 
ihnte in arms^ and bartering commenced very briskly. First 
of all we purchased all the relics of the lost expedition, eon* 
aistifl^ of six silver spoons and forks, a silver medal, the 
property of Mr. A. M'Donald, assistant sni^geon, part of a 
gold chain, several buttons, and knives made of the iron and 
wood of the wreek, also bows and arrows constrncted of 
materials obtained from the same eonree. Having secnred 
these, we purchased a few frozen isalmoa, some sei^' blnb^ 
ber and venison, but coaid not prevail upon them to part 
with more than one of their fine dogs. One of their sledges 
was made of two stout pieces of wood, which might have 
been a boat's keel. 

All the old people recollected the visit of the 'Victory.' 
^ An old man told me his name was *' Ooblooria :" I recollect- 
ed that Sir James Ross had employed a man of that name 
as a guide, and reminded him of •it; he was, in fact, the 
same individual, and he inquired after Sir James by his 
Es(iuimaux name of '' Agglugga." 

I inquired after the man who was furnished with a wo^en 
leg by the carpenter of the 'Victory :' noiiirect answer was 
given, but his daughter was pointed out to me. Petersen 
explained to me that they do not like alluding in any way to 
the dead, and that, as my question was not answered, it was 
certain the man was no longer amongst the living. 

None of these people had seen the whites ; one man said 
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lieliad seen thcfr bones wpcm the island where they died, bat 
gome were bnried. Petersen also nnderstood him to say 
that the boat was crushed by the ice. Almost all of them 
had pait of the plwnder ; they say they will be here when 
We retdrn, and^will trade more with ns; also that we shall 
6n4 natires npon Montreal Island at the time of our arriving 
there. • 

N^xt mbming, 4th March, sereral natives came to ns 
again. I boaght a spear 6^ feet long from a man who told 
Petersen distinctly that a ship having three masts had been 
crnshed by the ice out in the sea to the west of King Wfl- 
liBm'g Island, but that all the people landed safely ; he was 
ndt one of those who were eye witnesses of it; the ship 
stink, so notWng %a8 obtained by the natives from her ; all 
that they htive got, he said, carte from the island in the 
fiver. The speiir staff appears to have been part <ff the 
gnnwale of a light boat. One oM man, "Oo-na-lee," raader 
a rough sketch of the co«st-iine with his s|Jear upon tlie 
snow, and said it was ef ^t journeys to where the shfp sank, 
pointing in the direction of Cape Felix: I can make noth- 
ing out of, his rude chart 

1%e information we obtained bears out the prihcfpal 
statements of Dr. Rae, and also accounts for the disappear- 
ance of one of the ships ; but it gives no clue to the where- 
abouts of the other, nor the direction whence the ships came. 
One thing is tolerably certain — the crews did not at any 
time land upon the Boothian shore. 

These Esquimaux were all well clothed in reindeer 
dresses, and looked clean ; they appeared to have abun- 
dance of provisions, but scarcely a scrap of wood was seen 
amongst them which had not come from the lost expedition.' 
Their sledges, with the exception of the one already spoken 
of, were wretched little affairs, consisting of two frozen r^lls 
of seal- skins coated with ice, iand attached to eadh other by 
bones, which served as the crossbars. The men were stout, 
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hoartsr fellows, and the women arrant thieves, bot all were 
good-bumored and friendlj. The women were decidedly 
plain ; in fact, this term wo«ld have been flattering to most 
of them ; yet there was a degree of yivacity and gentleness 
in the manners of some that soon reoonci^d ns^to these 
Arctic specimens of the fair sex. They had fine eyes and 
teeth, as well as very small hands, and the yonng girls had 
a fresh rosy hue not often seen in^ combination with olive 
complexions. 

Esquimaax mothers carry their infants on their bachs 
within their large far dresses, and where the babes can only 
be got at by palling them ont over the shoalder. Whilst 
intent npon my bargaining for silver spoons and forks be- 
longing to Franklin's expedition, at the rate of a few nee- 
dles or a knifS for each relic, one pertinacions old dame, 
after having obtained all she was likely to get from me for 
herself,- palled ont her in&nt by the arm, and qnietly held 
the poor little creature (for it was perfectly naked) before 
me in the breeze, the temperature at the time being 60^ 
below freezing point ! Petersen informed me t^at she was 
begging for a needle for her child. I need not say I gave 
it one as expeditiously as possible; yet sufficient time 
elapsed before the infant was again put ont of sight to 
alarm me considerably for its safety in such a temperature. 
The natives, however, seemed to think nothing of what 
looked to me like cruel exposure of a naked baby. 

We now returned to the ship with all the speed we could 
command ; but stormy weather occasioned two days' delay, 
so that we did not arrive on board until the 14th March. 
Though considerably reduced in flesh, I and my companions 
were in excellent health, and blessed with insatiable appe- 
tites. On washing our faces, which had become perfectly 
black from the soot of our blubber lamp, sundry scaiB, 
relics of frost-bides/appeared ; and the tips of our fingers, 



from constant firbsUbites, had beooBie as canons as if sear«4 
with hot iron. 

In t^is joarney of twenty^five days we trareled E60 geon 
graphical miles (420 English), aodf completed the discovery 
of tlie coasUline of cbnUBental America, tfaeret)y adding 
aboQt 1^0 miles to oaif charts. The mean temperature 
throughout the journey was 30^ below zero of Fahrenheit^ 
or €2<^ below the freezing point of water. 

On reaching the ship, I at once assembled my small crew, 
a^d told them of the information we had obtained, pointing 
t)ut that there still remained one of the ships unaccounted 
for, and therefore it was pecessary to carry onl^ all our pro- 
jected lines of search. 

During this journey I acquired the Arctic aeeomplish- 
meat of eating frozen blubber, in delicate little slices, and 
vastly preferred it to frozen pork. At the present moment 
I do not think I could even taste it, but the ^me privatioa 
tnd hunger which induced me to eat of such food would 
doubtless enable me again to partake of it very kindly. 

I shot a couple of foxes which came playing about the 
dogs ; conscious of their superior speed, they were very im- 
pudent, snapping at the dogs' tails, and passing almost 
under their noses. I shot these foxes, intending to eat 
them ; but the dogs anticipated me with respect to one ; 
the other we feasted*^ off at. our mess-table, and thought it 
by no means bad ; it was insipid, but decidedly better to 
our taste than preserved meat. 

Captain Allen Young and his party had returned on 
board on the 3rd of March, having placed their depot upon 
the shore of Prince of Wales' Land, about TO miles S. W. 
of the ship. Young fonqd the ice in Bellot Strait so rough 
as to .be impassable, and was obliged to adopt the lake 
route. Prince of Wales' Land was found to be composed 
of limestone ; the shore was low, andfringed for a distance 
of ten miles to seaward with an ancient land-floe. The 
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renurininf^ widib of tb« stmit betireeii this laad (N<HrA 

Somerset) and Prince of Wales' Land was about I«5 miks, 
and this space was composed of ice formed since Septem- 
ber last ; tbis was the water we looked at so anxioosly last 
antomn from Cape Bird and Pemmioan Bock. His partj 
lived in their tent, protected from the wind bj snow walls^ 
and, like onrselves, escaped with a few trivial frost-bites. So 
far all was very satisfactory, the genera! health i^ood^ and 
the eagerness of my crew to commence traveling qnite 
charming^ ' ^ 

Yonng proposed^ carrying oat another depot to the. north- 
west, in order to explore well up Peel Strait, and wonld 
have started on the Hth, bat the weather was too severe. 
The day was spent in a fruitless search for three casks of 
sngar — a serious and onaecountable deficiency — bnt, 9i»ii 
was important to replace them with as little delay as poasif 
ble, Young set off on the 18th, although it blew a N. W; 
gale at the time, with two men and eighteen dogs, for Fturj 
Beach ; failing to find the requisite quantity there, he will 
go on to Port Leopold. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Dr. Walker's sledge journey— Saow-bliinin ess attacks Young's par^ — 
Departure of all sledge-parties — Equipment of sledge-parties — Meet 
the same party of natives-^InteMigence of the second ship — My depot 
robbed-^Pfirt company from Hobson — Matty Island— Deserted tooww 
hut8 — Natif e sledgee — Land on Kixkg WUllan^'B Land* 

DocTOii Walker's zeal for IraTeling wag not to be re* 
stmined ; I tbetefore gladly availed mjself of his willingoes9 
to go with a party to Cape Airey and bring back the depot* 
of provisions left there in- August last. These trips will 
delay our spring journeys for a few days. 

During nay absence from the ' Fox' the weather was often 
stormy,. and temperature unusually low; the mean; fpr the 
month of February was -SG^t showing it to be one of th^ 
xjoldest on record. When possible the wen we^e allowed to 
g<> out. shooting, and obtain fifty or sixty ptarmigan and ^ 
hare ; a few foxe^ were taken in traps, and two reindeer 
W€re seen. . • 

Yesterday two bears came near tlie ship, but were frightr 
eoed away by the dogs. Hobson shot three ptarmigan. 
To-day I rambled over thehills, the weather being fine, and 
saw a bare. 

2^ih^ — Continued fine weather. A couple more foxes 
and a lemming in its brown coat have been captujfed, ai;id a 
■hare and fonr. ptarmigan sliot. This fine bright weather 
seems to have awakened the lemmings and ermines ; theif 
tracks, which were very rarely seen daring the winter, ar.^ 
tolerftblj nttfiaejofts^ foxes appear in greater i\«mbie.iCf^ 
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probably following np jthe ptarmigan from the south ; the 
thermometer ranges between zero and -20^; it has once 
been up to -fl3°. When exposed to a noonday son against 
the ship's side it rises 50° higher. The earth-thermometer 
— placed 2 fee't 2 inches beneath the surface— which grada* 
ally fell antil the 10th of this month, has now beg4in to 
ascend; its minimam was -hi°i Q^Qch stiow also lay over 
it, 6 feet deep at this season. 

On the 25th Dr. Walker and his party returned, not 
being able to find the depot. , They found a barrel of flour 
upon the beach a few miles south of Brentford Bay ; it ap- 
peared to have lain there for years, just inside a shingle 
projection, which kept off the ice pressure, so that it had 
not been forced up high upon the beach ; the ice which bore 
St there — probably from Port Leopold — ^had disappeared, 
and the cask was frozen in the shingle. The heading has 
been brought on board, but the "scribing'' upon it is Tery 
indistinct, and unintelligible to us. The floor is of the 
ordinary description used in the nayy, and known as " sec- 
onds ; most of it was good, and plain pudding made of it 
for^ur mess could not be" distinguished from fresh flour. A 
specimen has been preserved with a view of identifying it 
With the Fuiy Beach or Port Leopold stores of flour. With 
the exception of a solitary bear, the party saw no living 
creatures. The shore along which they traveled was a very 
low, shingly limestone. 

Last evening I was delighted to see Tonng and his two 
dog-sledges heave in sight; he brought about 8 cwt. of 
sugar from Fury Beach, but not without much difficulty, 
owing to the roughness of the pack in Oreswell Bay, and 
also to the breaking down of one of his sledges ; to avoid 
this pack he found it necessary to travel nearly all round 
Creswell Bay. Cape Oarry he describes as a gradually 
curved extent of flat land, and not the decided cape it ap- 
pears to be upon the clfart ; two reindeer v^ere Been near 
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ity and during the joamej fonr bears; no oilier animala 
were met with. His labors had been very -severe ; one" 
sledge broke down and all the sugar had to be piled upon 
the other : the consequence Was that the sledge was so- 
heavily loaded that it would only run freely after the dogs 
on smooth ice ; and directly any hummocks were encoun- 
tered, the dogs, with their usual instinct, not to drag a 
sledge unless it does run freely, would lie down, and oblige 
Captain Young and his two men to unload and carry 
the packages over the obstacle, upon their own backs. 
After this, snow-blindness came on; Young and one of his 
men became blind as kittens ; and the third man had to. 
load, lead, and unload them, when these portages occurred. 
Young's Esquimaux dog-driver, Samuel, was quite blind 
when the party reached the ship. Two dogs, not choosing 
to allow themselves to be caught and put in harness, had 
been still left behind at the last encampment. 

There still remains at Fury Beach an immense stack of 
preserved vegetables and soups ; the party supped oflF them 
and found them good. Young brought me back two speei- 
men tins of " carrots plain" and ** carrots and gravy." All 
Bmall casks and packages were covered with- snow ; of the 
large ones which appeared through it, he saw thirty-four 
casks of flour, five of split peas, five of tobacco, and four 
of sugar. Only a very few tons of coals remained. There 
were two boats, a short four-oared gig and a large cutter ; 
The former required^ nothing but cai^lking to make her 
serviceable, but the latter had a large portion of one bow 
and side cut out, as if for makiug or repairing flat sledges. 
No record was found. 

We have now enough sugar to last us for seven or eight 
months, but by the survey of provisions which has just been 
completed, we find a deficiency of many other articles, 
including three casks of salt beef. Fortunately tjiis is of 
no consequence as we have abundance of .both salt and 
13 
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prsserr^d meat, bnt it shows the alarming extent to which. 
% negligeot Steward may lead one. This unfortnnate man 
has now got scary j ; want of exercise and fresh air is the 
apparent cause, combined with irregular living ; the spirits 
have hitherto been in his charge. 

The bustle of preparation for the extended searching 
journeys has been exciting. Hobson's party and my own 
are now all prepared, and Young having returned, we pro- 
pose setting out on the 2d April; — God willing. Young's 
new sledge will be ready, and he will also start a few days 
after us. All our winter defences of snow, onr porches, 
pur deck-layer, and our external embankment, have been 
removed* Dr. Walker, of necessity, remains in charge of 
the ship, with two stewards, .a cook, a carpenter, and i^ 
atoker. My party, as well as Hobson's, will be provisioned, 
including the dep6ts> for an absence of about eighty-four 
days ; but not being able lo afford auxiliary or supporting 
sledge-parties, much time will be occupied in transporting 
our dep6t9 further out, in order that we may start with as 
much as we can possibly carry, from the Magnetic Pole, 
besides leaving there a dep6t for our return. 

The declinometer was taken on board two days ago; 
hourly observations have been made with it for more than 
five months: we can no longer ^pare any one for this inter- 
esting duty. 

***** 

24^ Jwne.— Ooe thing is certain, the wild sort' of tent- 
life we lead ia Arctic exploration quite unfits one for such 
tame work as writing up. a journal ; ^ my present attempt 
will illustrate the fact, — ^yet with such ample materials what 
ft deeply interesting volume might be written I Since I last 
opened this familiar old diary — the repository alike of dry 
facts and the most trivial notes — winter has passed away, 
inmmeiT is far advanced, and the glorious sun is again re- 
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tdmiRg southward. We too have endeavored to moTe on 

with the times and seasons. 

As for myself-^I have visited Montreal Island, completed 
the exploration and circuit of King William's Island, pass- 
ing on foot through the only feasible North- West Passage ; 
l>at all this is as nothing to the interest attached to the 
Franklin records picked up by Hpbson, and now safe in 
my possession I We^now know the fate of the 'Erebus' and 
' Terror. ' The sole object of our voyage has at length been 
completed^and we anxiously await the time when escape 
from these bleak regions will become practicable. 



The morning of April 2nd was inauspicious, but as the 
day advanced the weather improved, so that Hobson and I 
wete able to set out upon our journeys; we each had a 
sledge drawn by fopr men, besides a dog-sledge .and dog- 
driver. Mr. Petersen having volunteered liis services to 
drive my dog8, — an offer too valuable to be declined,—^ 
managed my dog-sledge throughout. Our five starveling 
puppies were harnessed, for the first time in their lives, to a 
small sledge which I drove myself, intending to sell them^to 
the Esquimaux, if I could get them to drag their own sap- 
ply of provisions so far. The procession looked imposing 
— it. certainly was deeply interesting; there were five 
sledges, twelve men, and seventeen dogs, the latter of all 
sizes and shapes. The ship hoisted the Royal Harwich 
Yacht flag, and our sledges displayed their gay silk ban- 
ners; mine was a very beautiful one, given me by Lady 
Franklin ; it bears her name in white letters upon a red 
ground^ and is margined with white embroidery; it was 
worked by the sisters of Captain Collinson. 

The equipment of my sledge-party and the weights were 
as follows : those of Hobson and Young were almost pre- 
cisely similar. 
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Two sledges and fitting complete 110 

Tent, waterproof blanket, floorcloth, two sleeping-robes, 

and six blanket sleeping-bngs .' 90 

Cooking-utensils, shovel, saw, snow-knife, and sundry small 

articles 40 

Sledge-gun and ammunition ^ 20 

Magnetic and astronomical instruments 60 ' 

Six knapsacks, containing spare clothing 60 

Various tins and bags, in which provision and fuel were 

stored , 50 

Articles fur barter A.. 40 

Provisions 930 

Total 1400 

The load for^ach man to drag was fixed at 200-lbs., and 
for each dog 100 lbs. Oar provisions consisted mainly of 
)>emraican, biscuit, and tea, with a small addition of boiled 
pork, rum, and gome tobacco. 

The men being untrained to the work, and sledges 
Leavily laden, onr march was fatiguing and slow. We 
encamped that night upon the long lake. On the second 
day we reached the western sea, and upon the third,^ aided 
liiy our sledge-sails, we advanced some miley beyond Arce- 
deokne Island. 

- The various dep6ts carried out with so much difficulty 
and danger in the autumn, were now gathered up as we 
advanced; until at length we were so loaded as to be com- 
pelled to proceed with one-half at a time, going three times 
over the same ground. For six days this tedious mode of 
progression was persevered in, by which time (15th April) 
we reached the low limestone shore in latitude *l\^ V N., 
and which continues thence in almost a straight line south- 
ward for 60 or 70 miles. We now commenced laying down 
provisions for our consumption upon the return journey ; 
and the snow being unusually level, we were able to advance 
with the whole of our remaining provisions, amounting to 
V nearly ^ixty days* allowance. 
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Hitherto the temperatore continued low, often nearly 30® 
below zero, and at tknes with cutting north winds, bright 
sun, and intensely strong snow glare. Although we wore • 
colored spectacles, yet almost all suffered great inconve- 
nience and considerable pain from inflamed jeyes. Our 
faces were blistered, lips and hands cracked, — never were 
men more disfigured by the combined effects of bright sun 
and bitterly cold winds ; fortunately no serious frost-bites 
occurred, but frost-bitten faces and fingers were universal. 

On the 20th April, in latitude *70^° N., we met two fami- 
lies of natives, comprising twelve individuals ; their snow- 
huts were upon the ice three-quarters of. a mile off shore, 
and their occupation was seal-hunting. They were the 
same people with whom I had communicated at Cape Vic- 
toria in February. 

Old Oo-na-lee- lajd bis hands on Petersen's shoulders to 
measure their width, and said*, "He is jiitler now:" true 
enough, the February temperature and sharp marching had 
caused us both at that time to shrink considerably. 




Their snow-huts Vere built in the above form, the com- 
mon entrance and both passages being just sufficiently high 
to get in without having to crawl upon our hands and 
knees. A slab of ice in the roof admitted sufficient light. 
A snow bank or bench two feet high, and occupying half 
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the area of each hat, was covered with reindeer s^ids, tind 
formed the family place of repose. An angular snow bench 
serred as the kitchen table, and immediately beside it sat 
the lady of the establishment attending the stone lamp 
which stood thereon, and the stone-cooking vessel suspended 
over it. The lamp was a shallow open vessel, the fuel seal 
oil, and the wick dried moss. Her " tinder-box " was a 
little seal-skin bag of soft dry moss, and with a lamp of iron 
pyrites and a broken file she struck fire upon it. I pur-, 
chased the file because it was marked with the Government 
broad arrow. 

We saw two large snow shovels made of mahogany board, 
flome long spear handles, a bow of English wood, two pre- 
fierved-meat tins, and a deal case which might have once 
contained a large telescope or a barometer ; it measured 8- - 
feet 1 inch in length by 9 inches wide and 3j inches deep ; 
there was no lid, but part oi the brass hinges remained. 

I also purchased a knife which had some indistinct mark- 
ings upon it, such as Rhip\s cutlassej or swords usually have; 
the m^n told us it had been picked up on the shore near 
where a ship lay stranded; that it was then about the 
leiffeth of his arm, but his countryman who picked it up 
broke it into lengths to make knives. 

After much anxious inquiry we learned that two ships 
had been seen by the natives of King William's Island ; one 
of them was^seen to sink in deep water, and nothing was 
obtained from her, a circumstance at which they expressed 
much regret ;- but the other was forced on shore by the ice, 
where they suppose she still remains, but is much broken. 
From this ship^they have obtained most of their wood, &c. ; 
and Oot-loo-lik is the name of the place where she grounded. 

Formerly many natives lived there, now very few remain. 
All the natives have obtained plenty of the wood. 

The most of this information was given us by the young 
man w^o sold the knife. Old Oo-na-lee, wh« drew ik% 
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rough cbtirt for tne in March, to show where the ship sank, 
fiow answered our qnestions respecting the one forced on 
shore ;' not a syllable about her did he mention on the 
former occasion, although we asked whether they knew of 
only one ship ? I tl^nk he would willingly have kept us in 
ignorance of the wreck being upon their coasts, and that 
the young man unwittingly made if known to us. 

The latter also told us that the body of a man was found 
•on board the ship ; that he must have been a very large 
man, and had^long teeth ; this is all he recollected having 
been told, for he was quite a child at the time. 

They bothliold us it was in the fell of the jetk — that is, 
August or September — when the ships were destroyed ; 
that all the white people went away to the '* large river," 
taking a boat or boats with them, and that in the following 
winter their bones were found there. - 

These twa Esquimauie families had been up as far north 
As the Tasmania Group* in latitude TIJ® K, and were 
returning to l^eitchill^e, hunting seals by the way^; those 
We met at Cape Victoria had already gone there. The 
nearest natives to us at present, they said, were resiaing at 
the island of Amitoke, ten days' journey distant from i^ere. 
Can this Aridltoke be Matty Island ? 

We purchased some seal's blubber and flesh, as well as 
their two only dogs ; but next morning Oo-na-lee repented 
his bargain, or feigned to do sofbut as he came without the 
knife to exchange back we retained his dog ; he trle'd to 
steal a tin vessel off one of the sledges, and perhaps it wag 
•for the purpose of regaining our favor that he made known 

to us, just as we were starting, that his countrymen had fol- 

__^ m ^ 

* These islands were so named by me:at the request of Lady Fraaklin, 
in grateful aoknowledgment of many proofs of affeetioHate sympathy re- 
ceiv^ed from the colony over which her husband presided for sereral years, 
and, in particular, of the large contributions raised there in aid of her 
expeditions of senrcfa. 
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lowed my homeward track in March, discpyering my dep6t 
of blubber, articles for barter, and two revolvers, and car- 
ried them all off to.Neitchillee — by no means pleasant 
intelligence ; their dogs must have enabled them to find the 
blubber by scenting it, for it was buried under 4 feet of. 
snow, and strong winds obliterated all traces. upon the 
surface. 

I was now glad we had purchased both the dogs of the 
men, as it would probably prevent their seeking for our. 
depots to the northward ; the. knowledge of the inse- 
curity of all depots amongst these people will keep us, 00 
our guard ^r the future. I regretted the loss of the pis- . 
tols, as it left my party with no other arms than two guns.* 

Oo-na-lee told us when we first met him that one of his 
countrymen was v^ry sick ; not seeing a sick man in their 
huts, we forgot all about it until after starting, when Peter- 
sen interpreted to me Oo-na-lee's parting information, and 
told me how he described that the iSreach of the revolver 
turned round ; it then occurred to me that one of the men 
'might have -been wounded, — they bad discovered how to 
CQck tWTlocks, and the pistols were loaded and capped. 

Oo-na-lee was well acquainted with the coast-line up to 
Bellot Strait, and had names for the different headlands, 
although- he had never been so far porth ; he made many in- 
quiries about the position of our ship, her size, and the 
number of men. Had he^been able to travel so far with 
his wife and several young children, and without sledge or 
dogs, I think he certainly would have gone up to Port Ken- 
nedy : we did not give him any encouragement to do so. 
His wife was one of the'most importunate of the many wo- 
men we saw at Cap© Victoria in March. She was the 
woman who plucked out an infant by its arm from inside 
het dress, and exposed it regardless of -^0^ and a fresh 
wind, as 1 have previously told. 

The information respecting both the missing ships was 
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most important, and it remained for ti3 to discover, if possi- 
ble, the stranded ship. 

Continuing our journey, we crossed'a wide bay upon level 
ice, and the most perfectly smooth hard snow I ever saw ; 
there must have been mneh open water here late last 
autumn. Seven or eight snow huts, recently abandoned, 
were found near the magnetic pple. During the 25th, 26th, 
and 27th, we were confined to our tents by a very heavy 
south-east gale, with severe cold. Early on the 28th we 
reached Gape Victoria ; here Hobson and I separated. He 
marched direct for Cape Felix, King William's Land, whilst 
I kept a more southerly course. Not daring to leave depots 
upon this coast, we'carried, on our whole supply, intending 
to deposit a small portion upon the Clarence Islands. 

Hobson was unwell when we parted, complaining of stifiF^ 
ness and pain in the l«gs ; neither of ns then suspected the 
cause. I gave him directions to search the west coast of King 
William's Island for the stranded ship and for records, and. 
to act upon such information as he might obtain in this way, 
or from the natives ; but should that shore prove destitute 
of traces, to carry out, if possible, our original plan for the 
completion of discovery and search upon Victoria Land, 
comprising the blank space between the extremes visited by 
Captain CoUinaon and Mr. Wynniatt. 

I 80on found that my party had to labor across a rough 
pack ; nor was it until the third day that we completed the tra- 
rerse of the strait, and encamped near to the entrance of Port 
Parry, in King William's Island. Although the weather was 
clear, and that by our reckoning we passed directly over 
the assigned -position of the two southern of the Clarence 
Islands, yet we saw nothing of them. 

A day was devoted to securing a depot in a huge mass of 
grounded ice, and in repairing and drying equipments, of, to 
speak more correctly, in getting rid of the ice which encum- 
bered oiHT Bleeping bags apd gear ; this we effected by beat- 
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fng them well and jexposing them to the direct rays of the 
Bun. Magnetic ^.nd other observations gave roe ample em- 
ployment, the only immediate result of which was my being 
almost snow-blind for the two following days. 

On May^nd we set off again briskly ; oar load being di- 
minished to thirty days' provisions, and -the sledge sail set, 
we soon reached the land, and travelled along it for Cape 
Sabine ; it was very thick weaMier, and we were unable to 
see any distance in consequence^of the mist and snow-drift. 
The following day was no better, and the shore, which we 
dared no't leave to cross the bays, was extremely low. 

We soon discovered that we had strayed inland; but, 
gnided by the wind, continned oor couAe. Upoti May 4th 
we descended into Wellington Strait, and the weather being 
tolerably clear, crossed over to the south-west extreme of 
Matty Island, in the hope of meeting with^uatives, bo tracei 
of them having been n^t with since leaving Cape Vfctoria. 
Off this south-west point we found a deserted village of 
nearly twenty 8no*w-huts, besides several others, within a 
few mtles upon either side of it ; in all of them I lonnd 
shavings or chips of different kinds of wood from the lost 
expedition ; they a-ppeared to have been abandiraed only 
' within a fortnight or three weeks. Abondamse of blabber 
was gathered up to increase out stock of fnel, and had we 
encamped here, the dogs would have feasted samptaoaslj . 
off the scraps and bones of seals strewed about. 

The runners (or sides) of som,e old sledges left here were 
very ingeniously formed out of rolls of seal-skin,- about 3^ 
feet long, and flattened so as to be 2 or 3 inches wide and 5 
inches high ; the seal-skins appeared to have been well soaked 
and then rolled up, flattened into the required form and al- 
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lowed to freeze. The underneath part was coated with a 
mixture of moss and ice laid smoothly on by hand before 
being allowed to freeze ; the moss, I suppose, answering the 
purpose of hair in mortar, to make the compound adhere 
more firmly. • 

From this spot the shore-line of Matty Island turned 
sharply to the N. N. E. ; there were some considerable is- 
lands to the east,^ but thinking the most southerly of this 
group, named " Owut-ta" by the Esquimaux, theinost likely 
place to find the natives, I pushed on in ihat direction jintil 
we encamped. Thick fog enveloped us for the next two 
days ; we could not find the island, but found a very small 
islet near it, off which was another snow-village very re- 
cently abandoned, the sledge tracks plainly showing that 
the inhabitants had gone to the E. N. E., which is straight 
for Neitchillee. It was now evident that these places of 
winter resort were deserted, and that here at least we should 
not find any natives ; I was the more sorry at having missed 
them, as, fi^om the quantity of wood chips about the huts, 
they probably had visited the stranded ship alluded to by 
tb^last Esquimaux we had met, and the route to which lies 
up an inlet visible from here, and then overland three or- 
four days' journey to the westward, until the opposite coast 
of King William^s Land is reached. 

The largest huts measured 12 feet in diameter, by 6 o»7 
feet high ; the greater part were constructed in pairs, having 
a passage 29 or 25 feet long, serving as the common en- 
trance ; where the passage divides into^two branches, there 
was a small hut, which served as a sort of ante-chamber for 
the reception of such articles ^s were intended to remain 
frozen. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Meet Esquimaux — News of Franklin's people — Frighten a solitary party 
— Reach the Great Fish River — On Montreal I^and — Total absence of 
all relics — Examine O^le Peninsula — Discover a skeleton — Vagueness 
ofaEsquimaux inforthation — Cape Herschel — Cairn. 

*lth May. — To avoid snow-blindness, wf commenced night- 
marching. ' Crossing over from Matty Island towards the 
King William Island shore, we continued our march sonth- 
- ward until midnight, when we had the good fortune to arrive 
at an inhabited snow-village. We found here ten or twelve 
huts and thirty or forty natives of King William's Island ; 
I do not think any of them had ever seen white people alive 
before, but they evidently knew us to be friends! We halted 
at a little distance, and pitched our tent, the better to se- 
cure small articles from being stolen whilst we bartered y^ith 
them. 

I purchased from them six pieces of silver plate, bearing 
the crests or initials of Franklin, Crozier, Fairholme, and 
McDonald ; they also sold us bows and aprows of English 
woods, uniform and other jjuttons, and offered us a heavy 
riedge made of two short stout pieces of curved wood, which 
no mere boat could have furnished them with, but this of 
course we could not take away ; the silver spoons and forks 
were readily sold for four needles each. 

They were most obliging and peaceably disposed, but 
coflld not resist the temptation to steal, and were importu- 
nate to barter every thing they possessed ; there was not a 
trace of fear, every countenance was lighted up with joy ; 
even the children were not shy, nor backward either, in 
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crowding ftbont ns, and poking in everywhere. Oue man 
got hold of our saw, and tried to retain it, holding it be- 
hind bis back, and presenting his knife in exchange ; we 
might have had some trouble in getting it from him, had not 
one of my men mistaken his object in presenting the knife 
towards me, and run out of the tent with a gun in his hand ; 
the saw was instantly returned, and these poor people 
seemed to think they never could do enough to convince us 
of their friendliness ; they repeatedly tapped me gently on 
the breast, repeating *he words " Kammik toome" (We are 
friends). 

Having obtained all the relics they possessed, I purchased 
some seaPs flesh, blubber, frozen venison, dried and frozen 
salmon, and sold some of my puppies. They told us it was 
five days' journey to the wreck, — one day up the inlet still 
in sight, and four days overland ; this would carry them to 
the western coast of King William's Land ; they added that 
but little now remained of the wreck which was accessible, 
their countrymen having carried almost every thing away. 
In answer to an inquiry, they said she was without masts ; 
the question gave rise to sonie laughter amongst them, and 
they spoke to each other about fire, from which Petersen 
thought they had burnt the masts through close to the deck 
in order to get them down. 

There had been many books they said, bnt all have long 
ago been destroyed by the weather; the ship was forced 
on shore in the fall of the year by the ice. She had not 
been visited during the past winter, and an old woman and 
a boy were shown to us who were the last to visit the 
wreck ; they said they had been at it during the winter of 
185Y-8. 

Petersen questioned the woman closely, and she seemed 
anxious to give all the information in her power. Sha said 
many of the white men dropped by the way as they went to 
the Great River ; that some were buried and some were not ; 



thej did not ihen^reg witness this, but dlse^TiBved tSevr 
bodies daring the winter following. 

We could not arrive at any approximation to the num- 
bers of the white men nor of the y^ars elapsed since they 
were lost. 

This was all the information we' could obtain, anil it was 
with great diflBculty so much could be gleaned, the dialect 
being strange to Petersen, and the natives far more inclined 
to ask questions than to answer them. They assured us we 
should find natives upon the south shore of King William's 
Island only three days' journey from here, and also a^t Mon- 
treal Island ; moreover they said we might find same at the 
wreck. For th^se reasons I did not prolong my stay with 
them beyond a couple of hours. They seemed to have but 
little intercourse with other communities, not having heard 
of our visit to the Boothiana two mouths before ; one man 
even asked Petersen jf he had seen his brother, who lived iu 
Boothia, not having heard of him since last summer. 

It was quite a relief to get away from these good-humored, 
noisy thieves, and rather difficult too, as some of them ac- 
companied us for miles. Tbey had abundance of food, 
were well clothed, and are a finer race than those, who 
inhabit North Greenland, or Pond's Inlet : the men had 
their hair cropped short, with the exception of one long, 
straggling lock hanging down on each side of the face ; like 
the Boothians, the women had lines tattooed upon their 
cheeks and chins. 

We now proceeded round a bay which I named Latrobe 
in honor of the late Governor of Victoria, and of his brother, 
the head of the Moravian Church in London, both esteemed 
friends of Franklin. 

Finding the ** Mathison Island" of Rae to be a flat- 
topped hill, we crossed over low land to the west of it, and 
upon the morning of the 10th May reached a single snow 
hut off Point Booth. J was quite astonished at the number 
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of poles aad various articles of woo^d lyio^ about itr, also at 
{be bage pile of walras' and reindeer'$ flesb, seal's blabber, 
and skins of yarious sorts. We had abundance of leisure . 
to examine these ezterior articles before the inmates woaid 
venture out j they were evidently much alarmed by our sud- 
d^ appearance. 

A remarkably fine old dog was tied at tVh entrance — ^tha 
line being made fast within the long pavSsage — and although 
he wagged his tail, and received us as old acquaintances, wa 
did not like io attempt an entrance. At length an old man 
and an old woman appeared ; they trembled with fbar, mi 
coufai not, or would not» say any thing except " Kai^iuik; 
toomee :" we tried every means of allaying their fears, but; 
their wits seemed paralyzed, and we could get uo informa- 
tion. We asked where they got the wood? They pur- 
chased it from their countrymen. Did they know itie Great 
River ? Yes, but it was a long way off. Were there natives 
there- now ? Yes. They even denied all knowledge of white 
people having died upon their shores. A fine young man 
came out of the hut, but we could learn nothing of him ; 
they said they had nothing^o barter, except what we saw^ 
although we tempted them by displaying our store of knives 
and needles. 

The wind was strong and fair, and the morning intensely 
cold, and as I could not hope to overcome the fears of these 
poor people without encamping, and staying perhaps a day 
with them, I determined to push on, and presented the old 
lady with a needle as a parting gift. 
•*The principal articles which caught my attention her^ 
were eight or ten fir poles, varying in length from 5 to. 10 
feet, and up to 2^ inches in diameter (these were converted 
into spear handles and tent poles), a kayak paddle con- 
structed 9ut of the blade of two ash oars, and two large 
snow shovels 4 f&etlong, made of thin plank, painted white 
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'or pale yellow; these might have been the bottom boards 
of a boat. There were many smaller articles of wood. 

^ Half a mile further on we found seven or eight deserted 
snow huts. Bad weather had now fairly set in, accompanied 
by a most unsea3onable degree of jcold. On the morning 
of the 12th May we crossed Point Ogle, and encamped 
upon the ice in the Great Fish Rivor tbe same evening ; the 
cold and the darkness of our more southern latitude, having 
obliged us to return to day- traveling. All the 13th we 
were imprisoned in our tent by a most furious gale, nor was 
it until late on the morning of the 14th that we could pro- 
ceed ; that evening we encamped 2 miles from some small 
islands which lie off the north end of Montreal Island. 

On the morning of the 15th we made only a short march 
of 6 miles, as one of the men suffered severely from snow- 
blindnes^, and I was anxious to recommence^ night-trav- 
elling; encamped in a little bay upon the N. E. side of 
Montreal Island. The same evening we again set out, al- 
though it was blowing very strongly, and ** snowing for a 
wager," as the men expressed it, but it was only necessary 
for us to keep close along the shore of the island : we dis- 
covered, however, a narrow and crooked, channel which le'd 
us through to the west side of tbe island, and, one of the 
men appearing seriously ill, we encamped about midnight. 

Whilst encamped this day, explorations were made about 
the N. E. quarter of the island ; islets and rocks were seen 
to abound in all directions ; eventually it proved to be .a 
separate island upon which we had encamped. The only 
. traces or relics of Europeans found were the following arti- 
cles, discovered by Petersen, beside a native *mark (one large 
stone set upright on tbe top of another), at the east side of 
the Main — or Montreal Island : — A piece of preserved meat 
tin, two pieces of iron hoop, some scraps of copper, and an 
iron-hoop bolt. These probably are part of the plunder 
obtained from the boat, and were left here until a more fa- 
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Torable opportanity shoald offer, or perhaps necessity should 
compel the depositor to return for them. 

AH the 16th we were nnable to move, not only becanse 
Hampton was ill, bat the weather was extremely bad, and 
snow thickly falling with temperature at^zero; certainly 
strange weather for the middle of May I We have not had 
a single clear day since the 1st o^he month. 

On the 1 Yth the weather, though dull, was clear, so Mr. 
Petersen^ Thompson, and I, set off with the dog-sledge to 
complete the examination of Montreal^sland, leaving the 
other three men with the tent : we hoped also to find natives, 
but had not seen any recent traces of them since passing 
Point Bootl^ Petersen drove the dog-sledge close along 
shore round the island to the south, and as far up the east 
side i^s to meet our previously explored portion of it, whilst 
Thompson and I walked along on the land, the one close 
down to the biBach, and the other higher np, examining the 
more conspicuous parts : in this order we traversed the re- 
naaining portion of the island. 

Although the snow served to conceal from us any traces 
which might exist in hollows or sheltered situations, yet it 
rendered all objects intended to serve as marks proportion- 
ably conspicuous ; and we may remember that it was in its 
winter garb that th^ retreating crews saw Montreal Island, 
precisely as we ourselves saw it. The island was almosli 
covered with native marks, usually of one stone standing 
npright uppn another, sometimes consisting of three stones, 
but very rarely of a greater number.. 

No trace of a cairn could be found. 

In examining, with pickaxe and shovel^ a collection of 
stones which appeared to be arranged artificially, we found 
a quantity of seal's blubber buried beneath ; this old Esqui- 
maux cache was near the S. ^. point of the island. The 
interior of the island and the principal islets adjacent were 
also examined without success, nor was there the slightest 
14 • 
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evidence of natives having been here during the winter : It 
is not to be wondered at that we returned in the evening to 
oar tent somewhat dispirited. The total absence of natives 
was a bitter disappointment; circles of stones, indicating 
the sites of their tenting places in summer, were common 
enough. 411 ^^ 

Montreal Island is of primary rock, chiefly grey gneiss, 
traversed with, whitish vertical bands in a N. and S. direc- 
tion (by them I often directed my route when crossing the 
island). It js of Considerable elevation, and extremely 
rugged. The low beaches and grassy hollows were covered 
with a, foot or two of hard snow, whilst all the level, the 
elevated, or exposed parts were swept perfectly bare ; had a 
cairn, or even a grave existed (raised as it must be, the 
earth being frozen hard as rock), we must at once have 
seen it. If any were constructed they must have been lev- 
elled by the natives ; every doubtful appearance was exam- 
ined with the pickaxe. 

A remark made by my men struck me as being shrewd ; 
they judged from the washed appearance of the rock upon 
the east side of Montreal Island that it must be often Ex- 
posed to a considerable sea, such as would eflTectually remove 
everything not placed far above its reach; when looking 
over the smooth and frozen expanse one is apt to forget this. 
Since our first landing upon King William^s Island we 
have not met with any heavy ice ; all along its eastern and 
southern shore, together with the estuary of this great river, 
is one vast unbroken sfieet formed in the early part of last 
winter where no ice previously existed; this 1 fancy (from 
the accounts of Back and Anderson) is unusual, and may 
have caused the Esquimaux to vary their seal-hunting lo- 
calities. Mr. Petersen suggested that they might have re- 
tired into the various inlets after the seals ; and therefore I 
determined to cross over into Barrow's Inlet as soon as we 
had examined the iPoint Ogle Peninsula. 
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Upon Montreal Island I shot a bare and a brace of wil- 
low-grouse. Fp to this date we had shot duriDg our jour- 
ney only one bear and a couple of ptarmigan. The first 
recent traces of reindeer were met with here. 

On the '18th May we crossed over to the mainland near 
Point Duncan, but Hampton again complaining, I was 
obliged to encamp. When away from my party, and ex- 
ploring along the shore towards Elliot Bay, I saw a herd 
of eight reinde^ and succeeded in shooting one of them. 
In the evenfng Petersen saw another. Some willow-grouse 
also were seen. Here we found much more vegetation than 
upon King William's Island, or any other Arctic land I 
have yet seen. 

On the evening of the 19th we commenced onr return 
journey, but for the three following weeks our route led ns 
over new ground. Hampton being unable to drag, I made 
over my puppy-team to him, and was thus left free to 
explore and fully examine every doubtful object along oar 
route. I shall not easily forget the trial my patience under- 
went during the six weeks that I drove that dog-sledge. 
The leader of my team, named " Omar Pascha," was very 
willing, but very lame ; little " Rose" was coquettish, and 
fonder of being caressed than whipped; from some cause or 
other she ceased growing when only »few months old ; she 
was therefore far too small for heavy work ; '' Darky" and 
" Missy" were mere pups ; and last of all came tho two 
wretched starvelings, reared in the winter, '* Foxey" and 
"Dolly." Each dog had its own harness, formed of strips 
of canvas, and was attached to the sledge by a single trace 
12 feet long. If one of them had ever been yoked before^., 
and the amount of cunning and perversity they displayedl 
to avoid both the whip and the work, was qnite astonishing. 
They bit through their traces, and hid away under the 
sledge, or leaped over one another's backs, so as to g^t 
into the middle of the team out of the way of my whip, 
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until the traoes became plaited up, and the dbgs were 
almost knotted together; the consequence was I bad to 
halt every few minutes, pull off my mits, and, at the risk 
of frozen fingers, disentangle the lines. I persevered, how- 
ever, and, without breaking any of their bones, succeeded 
in getting a surprising amount of work out of them. Hob- 
son- drove his own dog-sludge likewise, and as long as we 
wore together we helped each other out of dijfficulties, and; 
they were frequently occurring, for, apart from those I have 
above mentioned^ directly a dog*s1edge is stoppled by^hum* 
mocks, or sticks fast in deep snow, the dogs, instead of 
exerting theniselves, li^ down, looking perfectly delighted 
at the circumstance, and the driver has to extricate tke 
^dge with a hearty one, two, three haul I and apply a little 
gentle persua8i:on to set his canine team in motion SLgpjn, 

Saving searched the east shore of this land for 7 or ft 
miles further north, we crossed orer into Barrow's Inlet^ 
and spent a day in ita examination, but not a trace of 
natives were met with. 

. Regaining the shore of Dease and Simpson's Strait, some 
nailes to the west of Point Richardson, we crossed o^er to 
King William's Island upon' the morniog of the 24th, 
striking in uppn it a short distance west o^ the Peffe? 
River. The south toast was closely e^aaoined a^ wa 
marched along towards Cape Hersohel. UpoQ % oou9pioa,^ 
SUB point, to the westward of Point Gladman, a c^irn 
nearly five feet high was seen, which, although it did so^ 
appear to be a recent construction, was taken down, stone 
by stone, and carefully examined, the ground beneath being 
broken up with the pickaxe, bat nothing wa^ covered.* 

The ground about it was much exposed to the winds, and 
consequentljr devoid of snow, so that no trace could have 
escaped us. Simpson does not mention having landed he^e, 
or anywhere upon the island except at Cape Herschel, yet 
it seemed to me strange that natives should construot acipli 
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a mai^c We, %hiee a hage boalder, which woidd equally 
serve their purpose, stood upon the same eleyation, and 
within a couple of hundred yards. We had previously 
examined a similar but smaller cairn, a few miles to the 
eastward. 

We were now upon the shore along which the retreating 
crews must have marched. My sledges of course travelled 
upon the sea-ice close along the shore; and, although the 
depth of snow which covered the ^beach deprived us of 
almost every hope, yet we kept a very sharp look-out for 
traces, nor were we unsuccessful. Shortly after midnight 
of the 24th May, when slowly walking along a gravel ridge 
near the beach, which the winds kept partially bare of 
snow, I eami upon a human skeleton, partly exposed, with 
here and there a few fragments of clothing appearing 
through the snow. The skeleton — now perfectly bleached 
• — was lying upon its face, the limbs and smaller bones either 
dissevered or gnawed away by small animals. 

A most careful Examination of the spot was of course 
made, the snow removed, and every scrap of clothing 
gathered up. A pocket-book afforded strong grounds of 
hope that some information might be subsequently obtained 
respecting the unfortunate owner and the calamitous march 
of the lost crews, but at the time it Was frozen hard. The 
substance of that which we gleaned upon the spot may thus 
be summed up : 

This victim was a young man, slightly built, and perhaps 
above the common height; the dress^ppeared to be that, 
of a steward or officer's servant, the loose bow-knot in 
which his neck-handkerchief was tied not being used by 
Ifieamen or officers. In every particular flie dress confirmed 
our conjectures as to his rank or office in the late expedi- 
tion, — the blue jacket with slashed sleeves and braided 
edging, and the pilot-cloth great-coat with plain covered 
.buttons. We found, also, a clothes-brush near, and a born 
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pocket-comh. This poor man' seems to have selected the 
hare ridge top, as affording the least tiresome walking, and 
to have fallen upon his face in the position in which we 

• found him. 

It was a melancholy truth that the old woman spoke 

. when she said, ** they fell down and died as they walked 
along." 

I do not think the Esquimaux had discovered this skele- 
ton, or they would ha^e carried off the brush and comb ; 5u* 
perstition prevents them from disturbing their own dead, 
but would not keep them from appropriating the property 
of the white man, if in any way useful to them. Dr. Rae 
obtained a piece of flannel, marked " F; D. -V., 1845," from 
the Esquimaux of Boothia or Repulse Bay : ^t had doubt- 
less been a part of poor Des Vcbux's garments. 

At the time of our interview with the natives of King 
William's Island, Petersen was inclined to think that the 
retreat of the crews took place in the fall of the year, some 
of the men in boats, and others walking along the shore ; 
and as only five bodies are said to have been found upon 
Montreal Island with the boat, this fact favored his opinion, 
because so small a number could not have dragged her 
there over the ice, although they could very easily have 
taken her there by water. Subsequently this opinion 
proved erroneous. I mention it because it shows how vague 
our information was — indeed all Esquimaux accounts are 
naturally so — and how entirely we were dependent upon 
our own exertions ^r bringing to light the mystery of their 
fate. 

The information obtained by Dr. Rae was mainly derived 
second-hand from the Fish River Esquimaux, and should 
not be confounded with that received by us from the King 
William's Island Esquimaux. These people told us they 
did not find the bodies of the white men (that is, they did 
not know any had died upon the march) until the following 
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winter. This is probably true, as il is only in winter an^ 
early spring they .can travel overland to the west shore, or 
that they make a practice of wandering along the shore ia 
search of seals and bears. 

The remains of those who died in the Pish River may 
very probably have been, discovered in the summer shortly 
after their decease. » ' 

Along the south coast of King William's Land, as npon 
the mainland, I was sadly disappointed in my expectation 
of meeting natives. We found only six or eight deserted 
snow huts, showing that they had recently been here, and 
consequently there was less chance of meeting with them on 
our further progress, as the season had now arrived when 
they seek th^rivers and the favorite haunts and passes of 
the reindeell in-their northern migration. 

Hobson was, however, upon the western coast, and I 
•^hoped to find a note left for me at Cape Herschel, contain- 
ing some piece of good news. After minutely examining 
the intervening coast-line, it was with strong andxeasona- 
^ble hope I ascended the slope which is crowned by Simp- 
son's conspicuous cairn. This summit of Cape Herschel is 
perhaps 150 feet high, and about a quarter of a mile within 
the low stony point which projects from it, and on which 
there was considerable ice pressure and a few hummocks 
heaped up, the first we had seen for three weeks. Close 
round this point, or by cutting across it as we did, the retreat- 
ing party must have passed ; and the opportunity afforded 
by the cairn of depositing In a known position — and that, 
too, where their own discoveries terminated — some record 
of their own proceedings, or, it might be, a portion of their 
scientific journals, would scarcely have been disregarded. 

Simpson makes no mention of having left a record in this 
cairn, nor would Franklin's people have taken any trouble 
to find it if he had left one ; but what now remained of this 
once " pondrous cairn" was only four feet high ; the south 
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side had been palled down and the central stones removed, 
as if bj persons seeking for something deposited beneath. 
After removing the snow with which it was filled, and a few 
loose stones, the men laid bare a large slab of limestone ; 
with difficaltj this was removed,, then a second, and also a 
third slab, when thej came to the ground. For some time 
we persevered with a pickaxe, in breaking np the frozen 
earth, but nothing whatever was found, nor anj trace of 
European visitors in its vicinity. There were many old 
caches and low stone walls, such as natives would use to 
lurk behind for the purpose of shooting reindeer ; and we 
noticed some recent tracks of those animals which had 
crossed direct hither from the mainland. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The cairn found empty — Discover Hobson's letter — Discovery of Cro- 
aier's record — The deserted boat — Articles discovered about the boat — 
The skeleton and relics — The boat belonged to the ' Erebus' — Conjee- 
tures. 

As the Esquimanx of this land, as well as thosp of 
Boothia and Fondas Inlet, have long since given up the 
practice of building stone dwellings — passing their winters 
in snow huts, and summers in tents — no other traces of them 
than those described remain ; so that when or in what num- 
bers they may hsk^rbifcri herfe one cannot form any opinion, 
the same caches and^- hiding-places serving for generations. 

I cannot divtst myself of the belief that some record was 
left here by the re treatii?g.. crews, and perhaps some most 
yaluable documents whi^ their slow progress and fast 
failing strength would have assured them could not be car- 
ried much further. If any such were left they have been 
discovered by the natives, and carried off, or thrown away 
as worthless. Doubtless the natives, when they ascertained 
that famine and fatigue had caused many of the white men 
" to fall down and die" upon their fearful march, an(^heard, 
as they might have done, of its fatal termination upon the 
mainland^ lost no time in following up their traces, examin- 
ing every spot where they halted, every mark they put up, 
or stone, displaced. 

It is easy to tell whether a cairn- has been put up or 
touched within a moderate period of years ; if very old, 
the outer stones have a weathered appearance, lichens will 
have grown upon the sheltered portions and moss in the 
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crevices ; but if recently disturbed, even if a single stone is 
turned upside down, these ^.ppearances are altered. If a 
cairn has been recently built it will be evident, because the 
stones picked up from the neighborhood would be bleached 
on top by the exposure of centuries, whilst underneath they 
would be colored by the soil in which they were imbedded. 

To the eye of the native hunter these marks of a recent 
cairn are at once, apparent : and unless Simpson's cairn 
(built in 1839) had been disturbed by Crozier, I do not 
think the Esquimaux would have been at the trouble of 
pulling it down to plunder the cache ; but having com- 
menced to do so, would not have left any of it standing, 
unless they found what they sought, 

I noticed with great care the appearance of the stones, 
and came to the conclusion that the cairn itself was of old 
date, and had been erected many years ago, and that it was 
reduced to the state in which we found it by people' having 
broken down one side of it; the displaced stones, from- 
being turned over, looking far more fresh than those in that 
portion of the cairn which had been left standing. It was 
with a feeling of deep regret and much disappointment that 
I left this spot withoitt finding some certain record of those 
martyrs to their country's fame. Perhaps in all the wide 
World there will be few spots more hallowed in the recollec- 
tion of English seamen than this cairn on Cape flerschel. 

A few miles beyond Cape Herschel the land becoiyes 
very low ; many islets and shingle-ridges lie far off the 
coasf ; and as we advanced we met with hummocks of un- 
usually heavy ice, showing plainly that we were now travel- 
ling upon afar more exposed part of the coast-line. We 
were approaching a spot where a revelation of intense in- 
terest was awaiting me. 

About 12 miles from Cape Her§chel I found a small 
cairn built by Hobson's party, and containing a note for 
me. He had reached this his extreme point, six days pre- 
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vioufily, idthont having seen anything 'of the wreck, or of 
natives, but he had found a record — the record so ardently 
sought for, of the Franklin Expedition-^-at Point Victory, 
on the N. W. coast of King William^s Land. 

That record is indeed a sad and touching relic of our 
lost friends, and, to simplify its contents, I will point oat 
separately the double story it so briefly tells. In the first 
place, the record paper was one of the printed forms usually 
lupplied to discovery ships for the purpose of being enclosed 
in bottles and thrown overboard at sea, in order to ascer- 
tain the set of the currents, blanks being left for the date 
and position ; any person finding one of these records is 
requested to forward it to the Secretary of the Admiralty, 
with a note of time and place ; and this request is printed 
npon it in six different languages. Upon it was written, 
apparently by Lieutenant Gore, as follows : 

"28 of May, f H. M. ships * Erebus' and 'Terror' wintered in the ice in 
1847. t lat- 70® 05' N.jjlong. 98° 23' W. 

Having wintered in 1846-7 at.Beechey Island, in lat. 74<' 43' 28" N.; 
long. 91° 39' 15" W., after having ascended Wellington Channel to lat. 
77®, and returned by the west side of Cornwallis Island. 
'' Sir John Eranklin commanding the expedition. 
"All well. 

** Party consisting of 2 officers and 6 men left the ships on Monday, 
24th May, 1847. . 

" Qm. Gore, Lieut. 

" Cha8. F. Db» V(BU8, Mate." 

There is an error in the above document, namely, that 
the ' Erebus' and ' Terror' wintered at Beechey Island in 
1846-1, — the correct dates should have been 1845-6; a 
glance at the date at the top and bottom of the record 
proves this, but in all other respects the tale is told in as 
few words as possible of their wonderful success up to, that 
date. May, 1847. 

We find that, after the last intelligence of Sir John 
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Franklin was received by ns {bearing date of Joly, 1S45), 
from the whalers in Melville Bay, that his Expedition 
passed on to Lancaster Sound, and entered Wellington 
Channel, of whidh thS southern entrance bad been dis- 
covered by Sir Edward Parry in 1819. Tfre 'Erebus' 
and 'Terror', sailed up that strait for one hundred and fifty 
miles, and reached in the autumn of 1845 the same latitude 
as was attained eight years subsequently by H^M. S. '-As- 
sistance' and ' Pioneer.' Whether Franklin intended to 
pursue this northern course, and was only stopped by ice 
in that latitude of 77^ north, or purposely relinquished a 
route which seemed to lead away from the known seas off 
the coast of America, must be a matter of opinion ; but 
this the document assures of, that Sir John Franklin's Ex- 
pedition, having accomplished this examination, returned 
southward from latitude 77° "north, which is at the bead of 
Wellington Channel, and re-entered Barrow's Strait by a 

new channel between Bathurst and Cornwallis Islands. 
t 

Seldom has such an amount of success been accorded to 
an Arctic navigator in a single-season, and when the * Ere- 
bus' and ' Terror' were secured at Beechey Island for the 
coming winter of 1845-6, the results of their first year's 
labor must have been most cheering. These results were 
the exploration of Wellington and Queen's Channel, and 
the addition to our charts of the extensive lands on either 
band. lu 1846 they proceeded to the southwest, and eventu- 
ally reached within twelve miles of the north extreme of 
King William's Land, when their progress was arrested by 
the approaching winter of 1846-7. That winter appears 
to have passed withont any serious loss of life ; and when 
in the spring Lieutenant Gore leaves with a party for some 
especial purpose, and very probably to connect the unknown 
coast-line of King William's Land between Point Victory 
and Cape Herschel, those on board the 'Erebus' and 
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*T6n!o^' wer« "all well," aad the gallant Franklin still 
GOfppuiiided, 

But, alas ! round the margin of the paper upon which 
Lieutenant Gore in 1841 wi:ote, t^hog-e, yfofda of hope and 
promise, aopther hand had subsequenUj written the follow- 
ing word$ : — 

'< April 36, 1848— H. M. ships 'Terror' and 'Brebus' 
If epe (J^erted on the 22d April, 5 leagues N. N. W. of this, 
haying been beapt sinpe 12th September, 1846. The oflB- 
cers. and crews, cousisting of 105 souls, under the command 
of Captain F. R* M. Crozier, landed here in lat. 69^ 31' 
42" N., loDg. 98^ 41' W. Sir John Franklin died, on the 
Ilth. Jn^e, 1847 ; and the total loss by deaths in the expe- 
dition 1^^ been to this date 9 officers and 15 men. 
(Signed) (Signed) 

*'P. R. M. Crozikb, '*"J*ami;s Fitzjames, 

" Captain and Senior Officer. " Captain H. M. S. Erebus. 
• " and start (on) to-morrow, 26th, for 
Back's Fish River." 

The marginal information was evidently written by Qap- 
iain Fitzjames, excepting only th^ note stating when aiid 
where they were going, wliiieh was added by Captain Cro- 
zier. ^ 

There is some additional marginal information relative to 
thfe transfer of the document to its present position (viz., 
the site of Sir James Rosa's pillar) from a sppt four m,ileSv 
' to the northward, near Point Victory, where it had been 
originally deposited by the late Commander Goi^e. This 
little word late^ shows us that he too, within the twelve- 
month, bad passed awa,y. 

In the short space of twelve months how mournful had 
become the history of Franklin's expedition ; how changed 
from the cheerful " All w«U" of Graham Gore ! The spring 



252 DISCREPANCY i:^ THE RECORD. Chap. SHT. 

of 1847 found them within 90 miles of the known sea off 
the coast of America ; aud to men who had already in two 
seasons sailed over 500 miles of previously unexplored wa- 
ters, how confident must they have felt that that forthcoming 
navigable season of 1847 would see their ships pass over 
so short an intervening space I It was ruled otherwise. 
Within a month after Lieutenant Gore placed the record on 
Point Victory, the much-loved leader of the expedition, "Sir 
John Franklin, was dead ; and the fallowing spring fount} 
Captain Crozier, upon whom the command had devolved at. 
King William's Land, endeavoring to save his starving men, 
105 souls in all, from a terrible death, by retreating to the 
Hudson Bay territories up the Back or Great Pish River. 

A sad tale was never told in fewer words. There is some- 
thing deeply touching fn their extreme -simplicity, and they 
show in the strortgest manner that both the leaders of this 
retreating party were actuated by the loftiest sense of duty, 
and met with calmness and decision the fearful alternative 
of a last bold struggle for life, rather than perish without 
eflFort on board their ships ; for we well know that the * Ere- 
bus' and 'Terror' were only provisioned up to July, 1848. 

Another discrepancy exists in the second part of the re- 
cord written by Fitzjames. The original number composing 
the expedition was 138 souls,* and the record states the 
total loss by deaths to have been 9 oflScers and 15 men, 
consequently that 114 officers and men remained; but it 
also states that 105 only landed under Captain Crozier's 
command, so that 9 individuals are unaccounted for. • 

Lieutenant Hobson's note told me that he found quanti- 
, ties of clothing and articles of all kinds lying about the 
cairn, as if these men^ aware that they were retreating for 
their lives, had there abandoned every thing which they con- 
sidered superfluous. 

_ : t 

* See OonclQBioD, p. 
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Hobson had experienced extremely bad weather — constant 
gales- and fogs — and thought he might have passed the 
wreck without seeing her; he hoped to be more successful 
upon his return journey. 

Encouraged by this important news, we exerted our ut- 
most vigilance in order that no trace should escape us. 

Our provisions were running very short, therefore the 
three remaining puppies were of necessity shot, and their 
sledges used for fuel. We were also enabled to lengthen 
our journeys, as we had very smooth ice to travel over, the 
ofiF-lying islets keeping the rough pack from pressing in 
upon the shore. 

Upon the 29th of May we reached the western extreme 
of King William's Island, in lat. 69^ 08' N., and long. 
100^ 08' W. I named it after Captain Crozier of the 
* Terror,* the gallant leader of that " Forlorn Hope " of 
which we now just obtained tidings. The coast we marched 
along was extremely low — a mere series of ridges of lime- 
stone shingle, almost destitute of fossils. The only tracks 
of amimals seen were those of a bear and a few foxes — the 
only li?fng creatures a few willow grouse. Traces even of 
the wandering Esquimaux became much less frequent after 
leaving Cape Herschel. Here were found only a few circles 
of stones, the sites of tenting-places, but so moss-grown as 
to be of great age. The prospect to seaward was not less 
forbidding — a rugged surface of crushed-up pack, including 
much heavy ice. In these shallow ice-covered seas, «ealg 
are but seldom found ; and it is highly probable that all 
animal life in them is as Scarce as upon the land. 

From 'Cape Crozier the coast-line was found to turn 
sharply away to the eastward ; and early in the morning of 
the 30th May we encamped alongside a large boat — another 
melancholy relic which Hobson had found and examined a 
few days before, as his note left here informed me : but he 
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pocket-comh. This poor man' seems to bave selected tlie 
hare ridge top, as affording the least tiresome walking, and 
to have fallen upon his face in the position ia which we 
• fonnd him. 

It was a melancholy truth that the old woman spoke 
. when she said, '' they fell down and died as they walked 
along." 

I do not think the Esquimaux had discovered this skele- 
ton, or they would ha^e carried off the brush and comb ; su- 
perstition prerents them from disturbing their own dead, 
but would not keep them from appropriating the property 
of the white man, if in any way useful to them. Dr. Rae 
obtained a piece of flannel, marked " Fi D. -V., 1845," from 
the Esquimaux of Boothia or Repulse Bay : ^t had doubt- 
less been a part of poor Des Vceux's garments. 

At the time of our interview with the natives of King 
William's Island, Petersen was inclined to think that the 
retreat of the crews took place in the fall of the year, some 
of the men in boats, and others walking along the shore ; 
and as only five bodies are said to have been found upon 
Montreal Island with the boat, this fact favored his opinion, 
because so small a number could not have dragged her 
there over the ice, although they could very easily have 
taken her there by water. Subsequently this opinion 
proved erroneous. I mention^ it because it shows how vague 
our information was — indeed all Esquimaux accounts are 
naturally so — and how entirely we were dependent upon 
our own exertions ^r bringing to light the mystery of their 
fate. 

The information obtained by Dr. Rae was mainly derived 
second-hand from the Fish River Esquimaux, aud should 
not be confounded with that received by us from the King 
William's Island Esquimaux. These people told us they 
did not find the bodies of the white men (that is, they did 
not know any had died upon the march) until the following 
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winter. This is probably true, as it is only in winter an^ 
earlj spring they .can travel overland to the west shore, or 
that they make a practice of wandering along the shore in 
search of seals and bears. 

The remains of those who died in the Fish River may 
very probably have been, discovered in the summer shortly 
after their decease. » * 

Along the south coast of King William's Land, as upon 
the mainland, I was sadly disappointed in my expectation 
of meeting natives. We found only six or eight deserted 
snow huts, showing that they had recently been here, and 
consequently there was less chance of meeting with them on 
our further progress, as the season had now arrived when 
they seek tlyrivers and the favorite haunts and passes of 
the reindee^ in-their northern migration. 

Hobson was, however, upon the western coast, and I 
*hoped to find a note left for me at Cape Herschel, contain- 
ing some piece of good news. After minutely examining 
the intervening coast-line, it was with strong and^easona- 
^ble hope I ascended the slope which is crowned by Simp- 
son's conspicuous cairn. This summit of Cape Herschel is 
perhaps 150 feet high, and about a quarter of a mile within 
the low stony point which projects from it, and on which 
there was considerable ice pressure and a few hummocks 
heaped up, the first we had seen for three weeks. Close 
round this point, or by cutting across it as we did, the retreat- 
ing party must have passed ; and the opportunity aflForded 
by the cairn of depositing in a known position — and that, 
too, where their own discoveries terminated — some record 
of their own proceedings, or, it might be, a portion of their 
scientific journals, would scarcely have been disregarded. 

Simpson makes no mention of having left a record in this 
cairn, nor would Franklin's people have taken any trouble 
to find it if he had left one ; but what now remained of this 
once ** pondrous cairn" was only four feet high ; the south 
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effect of a violent northwest gale. She was barely, Tf at 
all, above the reach of occasional tides. 

One hundred yards from her, npon the land side, lay the 
stnmp of a fir-tree 12 feet long, and 16 inches in diameter 
at 8 feet above the roots. AltlTongh the ice had used it 
roughly during its drift to this shore, and rubbed off every 
vestige of bark, yet the wood was perfectly sound. It may 
hav« been and probably has been lying there for twenty or 
thirty years, and during such a period would suffer less de- 
cay in this region of frost than in one-sixth of the time at 
home. Within two yards of it I noticed a few scanty tufts 
of grass. 

But all these WQre after observations ; there was that in 
the boat which transfixed us with awe. It was portions of 
two human skeletons. One was that of a slight young 
person ; the other of a large, strongly-made, middle-aged 
man. The former was found in the bow of the boat, but in 
too much disturbed a stat^ to enable Hobson to judge 
whether the sufferer hacj died there ; large and powerful 
animals, probably wolves, had destroyed much of this skele- 
ton, which may have been that of an oflScer. Near it we 
found the fragment of a pcur of worked slip- 
pers, of which I give the pattern, as they may 
possibly be identified. The lines were white 
with a black margin ; the spaces white, red, 
and yellow. They tad originally been II 
inches long, lined with calf-skin with the hair left on, and 
the edges bound with red silk ribbon. Besides the^e 6li{»- 
pers there were a pair of small strong shooting half-boots. 
The other skeleton was in a somewhat more perfect state,^ 
and was enveloped with clothes and furs ; it lay across the 
boaty under the after-thwart. Close beside it were fonnd 
five watches;. and there were two double-barrelled guns— -> 

♦ No part of the skull of either skeleton was f»und, with the exception 
only of the lower Jaw of each. 
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one barrel in each loaded and cocked — standing mnzzle 
npward against the boat's side. It may be imagined with 
what deep interest these sad relics were scrutinised, and how 
anxiously every fragment of clothing was turned over in 
search of pockets and pocket-books, journals, or even names i 
Five or six small boots were found, all of them scriptural 
or devotional works, except the-' Vicar of Wakefield.' One 
little book, ' Christian Melodies,' bore an inscription npoa 
the titlepage from the donor to G. G. (Graham Gore ?) A 
small Bible contained numerous marginal notes, and whole 
passages underlined. Besides these books, the covers of a 
New Testament and Prayerbook were found. 

Amongst an amazing quantity of clothing there were 
seven or eight pairs of boots of various kinds — cloth 
winter boots, sea boots, heavy ankle boots, and strong 
shoes. I noted that there were silk handkerchiefs — black,, 
white, and figured — towels, soap, sponge, tooth-brush, and 
hair-combs ; mackintosh gun-cover, marked outside with 
paint A 12, and lined with black cloth. Besides these arti- 
cles we found twine, nails, saws, files, bristles, wax-ends, 
gailmakers' palms, powder, bullets, shot, cartridges, wads, 
leather cartridge-caSe, knives — clasp and dinner ones — 
needle and thread cases, slow-match, several bayonet-scab- 
bards cut down into knife-sheaths, two rolls of sheet-lead, 
and, in short, a quantity of articles of one description and 
another truly astonishing in variety, and such as, for the 
most part, modern sledge-travelers in these regions would 
consider a mere accumulation of dead weight, but slightly, 
useful, and very likely to break down the strength of the 
sledge-crews. 

The only provisions we could find were tea and chocolate ; 
of the former very little remained, but there were nearly 40 
pounds of the latter. These articles alone could never sup- 
port life in such a climate, and we found neither biscuit nor 
meat of any kind* A portion of tobacco and an empty 
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Franklin was received by as {bearing date of Jttly, 1M5), 
from the whalers in Melville Bay, that bis Expedition 
passed on to Lancaster Sound, and entered Wellington 
Channel, of wbioh thg southeni entrance bad been dis- 
covered by Sir Edward Parry in 1819. The 'Erebus' 
and ' Terror' sailed up that strait for one hundred and fifty 
miles, and reached in the autumn of 1845 the same latitude 
as was attained eight years subsequently by H^M. S. 'As- 
sistance' and ' Pioneer.' Whether Franklin intended to 
pursue this northern course, and was only stopped by ice 
in that latitude of 77° north, or purposely relinquished a 
route which seemed to lead away from the known seas off 
the coast of America, must be a matter of opinion \ but 
this the document assures of, that Sir John Franklin's Ex- 
pedition, having accomplished this examination, returned 
southward from latitude 77° north, which is at the head of 
Wellington Channel, and re-entered Barrow's Strait by a 
new channel between Bathurst and Cornwallis Islands. 

Seldom has such an amount of success been accorded to 
an Arctic navigator in a single-season, and when the * Ere- 
bus' and ' Terror' were secured at Beechey Island for the 
coming winter of 1845-6, the results of their first year's 
labor must have been most cheering. These results were 
the exploration of Wellington and Queen's Channel, and 
the addition to our charts of the extensive lands on either 
hand. In 1846 they proceeded to the southwest, and eventu- 
ally reached within twelve miles of the north extreme of 
King William's Land, when their progress was arrested by 
the approaching winter of 1846-7. That winter appears 
to have passed withont any serious loss of life ; and when 
in the spring Lieutenant Gore leaves with a party for some 
especial purpose, and very probably to connect the unknown 
coast-line of King William's Land between Point Yictory 
and Cape Herschel, those on board the 'Erebus' and 
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^Terroi:' wer« "all well," ao<J the gallapt Franklin 5till 
cpfppaanded. 

But, alas I round the margin of the paper upon which 
Lieiitenaut Gore in 184Y wrote thoae iyorti« of. hope and 
promise, another hand had subsequentlj written the follow- 
ing words : — 

*^ April 85, 1848.— K M. ships 'Terror' and 'Erebus' 
ifere 4^erted on tlie 22d April, 5 leagues N. N. W. of this, 
laying been beset since 12th September, 1846. The oflS- 
cers and crews, cousisting of 106 souls, under the command 
of Captain F. R. M. Crozier, landed here in lat. 69^ 31' 
42" N,, long. 980 41' W. Sir John Franklin died, on the 
II t^. June, 1847 ; and the total loss by deaths in the expe- 
dition J^ l;>eion to this date 9 officers and 15 men. 
(SigneiJ) (Signed) 

*' F. R. M. CRozniB, * '"Jambs Fitzjames, 

" Captain and Senior Officer. " Captain H. M. S. Erebus. 
- " and start (on) to-morrow, 26th, for 
Back's Fish River." 

The marginal information was eyidentlj written by Cap- 
tain Fitzjames, excepting only th^ note stating when and 
where they were going, w)iieh was added, by Captain Cro- 
zier, ^ 

There is sojne additional marginal information relative to 
the transfer of the document to its present position (viz., 
the site of Sir James I^o^s's pillar) from a sppt four nailea. 
to the northward, near Point Victory, where it had been 
originally deposited by the loJte Commander Gore. This 
little word late^ shows us that he too, within the twelve- 
month, bad passed away. 

In the short space of twelve months how mournful had 
become the history of Franklin's expedition ; how changed 
from the cheerful " All well" of Graham Gore ! The spring 
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The same reasons which may be assigned for the return 
of this detachment from the main body, will also serve to 
account for their not having coipe back to their boat. In 
both instances they appear to have greatly overrated their 
strength, and the distance they could travel 7n a given 
time. 

Taking this view of the case, we can understand why 
the'ir provisions would not last them fur anything like the 
distance they required to travel ; and why they would be 
obliged to send back to the ships for mor§, first taking from 
the detached party all provisions they could possibly spare. 
Whether all or any of the remainder of this detached party 
ever reached their ships is uncertain ; all we know is, that 
they did not revisit the boat, and which accounts for the 
absence of jpiore skeletons in its neighborhood, and the 
. Esquimaux report that there was no one alive in the ship 
when she drifted on shore, and that but one human body 
was found by them on board of her. 

After leaving the boat we followed an irregular coast- 
line to the N. and N. W., up to a very prominent cape, 
which is probably the extreme of land seen from Point Vic- 
tory by Sir James Ross, and named by him Point Frank- 
lin, which name, as a cape, it^till retains. 

I T*ed hardly say that throughout the whole of my jour- 
ney along the shores of King William's Land I caused a 
most vigilant look-out to be kept to seaward for any ap- 
pearance of the stranded ship spoken of by'the natives : our 
search was however fruitless in that respect. 
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safely. 

On the morning of 2nd June we reached Point Yictory. 
Here Hobson's note left for me in the cairn informed me 
that he had not found the slightest trace either of a wreck 
anywhere upon the coast, or of natives to the north of Cape 
Crozier. 

Although somewhat shert of pro?isions, I determined to 
remain a day here. in order to examine an opening at the 
Bottom of Back Bay, called so after Sir George Back, by 
his friend Sir James Ross, and which had not iDeen ex- 
phored. This proved to be an inlet nearly 13 miles deep, 
with an average width of l^or 2 miles; I drove round it 
apon the dog sledge, but found no trace of human beings^ 
it wa3 filled with heavy, old ice, and was therefore cmfavor- 
able for the resort of ^eals, and consequently of natives 
also. 

The direction of the inlet is to the E. S. E. ; we found 
the land on either side rose as we advanced up it, and 
attained a considerable elevation, except immediately across 
it0 head, where alone it was very low ; I have conferred 
upon it the name of Collinson, after one who will ever be 
distinguished in connection with the Franklin search, and 
who kindly relieved Lady Franklin of much trouble by 
taking upon himself the financial business of this expedi* 
tion. 
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^ v; '*'- 

An extensive bay, westward of Cape Herschcl, I hare 
named after Captain Washington, the hydrographer, a 
steadfast supporter of this final seerch. 

All the intermediate coast-line, along which the retreat- 
ing crews performed their fearful march, is sacred to their 
names alone. 

Hobson's note informed me 6f his having found a secoud 
record^ depositee} also by Lieutenant (Joire io iS^j, 184t, 
apon tbe sooth side of Back Bay, but itsffol^ded no addi- 
tional fnformatidn. ' ' - ' -:: 

It 13 strange that both these papers state the ships to 
have wintered in 1846-1 at Beechey Island I So obvious 
.a mistake would liardly have been made had any importance 
been attached to these documents. They w«r6 soldered up 
in thiatin eylinders, having been fillcid up otf bioird pri<Mr 
to Itie departure of the travellers ; oon^eqfuen^ly the dajr 
upon which they \^ere deposited was not filled in ; but alreadjr 
the pftpers were much dacnaged *by r tfsl, — a t^y few more 
yiats would have rendered them wholly iltegit^.' When 
the record left at Point Yictory wbs opisied l^a^d thereto 
the supplemental information which gives It Its chief tahie^ 
Captain Eitzjames, as may be cbnokded by the color of the 
ink, filled in the date — 28th— in May, w^hen the r^eobrd was 
originally deposited. The cylinder containing the r^cot^d 
had not been soldered up again ; I suppose they had not 
the means of doing so ; it was fonndon the ground nmongst 
a few loose stones which had evidently fallen along with it 
from the top of the cairn. Hobson removed every stone of 
this cairn down to the ground and rebuilt it - 

Brief as these records are, we .must needs be contented 
with them ; they are perfect models of official brevity. N<j 
log-book could be more provokinglj^ laconic. Yet, that 
any record at all should be deposited after the abandonment 
of the ships, does not seem to have been intended ; and W4) 
dhould feel the more ttiankfa) to Captains Gtozier and I^4is^ 

. tC'f 
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James, to whom we are indetted for the invaluable supple- 
ment ; and our gratitude ought to be* all the greater when • 
we reoiember that the ink had to be thawed, and that writ- 
ing in a tent during an April day in the Arctic regions is 
by no means an easy task. 

Besides placing a copy of the record taken away by Hob- 
son frorti the cairn, we both put records of our own in it ; 
and I also buried one under a large stone ten feet true 
tlorth from it, stating the explorations and discoveries we 
bad made. 

A great quantity and variety of things lay strewed about 
the cairn, such as even in their three days' march from the 
ships the retreating crews found it impossible to carry fur-- 
ther. Amongst these were four heavy sets of boat's cook- 
ing stoves, pickaxes, shovels, iron-hoops, old canvas, a large 
single block, about four feet of a copper lightning cbn- 
ductor, long pieces of hollow brass curtain rods, a small 
case of selected medicines containing about twenty-four 
phials, the contentis in a wonderiFuVstote of preservation ; a 
dip circle by Robinson, with two needles, bar magnets, 
and light horizontal needle all complete, the whole weighing 
only nine pounds ; and eVen a small sextant engraved with 
the name of ** Frederick H6rn%" lying beside the cairn 
without its case. The colored eye-shades of the sextant . 
had been takeii out, otherwise it was perfect; the movable 
screws and snch parts as come in contact with the observer's 
hand were neatly covered with thin leather to prevent frost- 
bite in severe weather. 

The clothing left by the retreating crews of the ' Erebus* 
and ' Terror' formed a huge heap four feet high ; every* 
article was searched, but the pockets were empty, and not 
one of all these articles were marked, — indeed sailors' warm 
clothing seldom is. . Two canteens, the property of marines, 
were found, one marked "88 C°. Wm. Hedges," and the 
other " 89 0^. Wm. Hether." A small panniken made out 
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of a two-pound preserved-meat tin had scratched on it'*W. 

' Mark." 

When continuing my homeward march, and, as nearly as 
I could judge, 2^ or 2| miles to the north of Point Vic- 
tory, I saw a few stones placed in line, as if across the head 
of a tenting place to afford* some shelter; here it was I 

' think that Lieutenant Gore deposited the record in May, 
1847, which was found in 1848 by Lieutenant Irving, aod 

• finally deposited at Point Victory. Some scraps of tin 
vessels were lying about, but whether they had been left by- 
Sir James Ross' party in May, 1830, or by the Franklin 

. Expedition in 1847 or 1848, is uncertain."* 

Here ended my own search for traces of the lost ones. 
Hobson found two other cairns, and many relics, between 
this position and Cape Felix. From each place where any - 
trace was discovered the most interesting of the relics were 
taken away, so that Jhe collection we have made is very con^ 
siderable. 

Of these northern cairns. I will write a description when 
I have received Hobson's account of his journey ; but here 
it is as well to state his opinion, as well as my own, that no 
part of the coast between Cape Felix and Cape Crbzier ha^ 
been visited by Esquimaux since the fatal march of the lost 

* crews in April, 1848 ; none of the cairns or numerous ar- 
ticles strewed about — which would be invaluable to the na- 
tives — or even the drift-wood we noticed, had been touched 
by them. From this yery significant fact it seems quite 
certain that they had not been discovered by the Esquimaux, 
whose knowledge of the *' white tneu falling down and 
dying as they walked along" must be limited to the shore- 
line southward and eastward of Cape Oxi^ziev, and where, 

* It is a romarl^able oircu instance that when, in 1830, Sir James Ross 
dftfoovered Point Victory, he named two points of land, then in sight, 
Oape frmrliKii aod Oapa Jans Franldin reepeotivelj. Bigbteen yean 
Afterwards Franklin's ships perished within sight of those headlands. 
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of course, no traces were permitted to remain for as to find.. 
It is not probable that such fearful mortality would have 
overtaken them so early in their march as within 80 miles 
by sledge-route from the abandoned ships — such being 
their distance from Cape Crozier ; nor is it probable that 
we could have passed the wreck had she existed there, as 
there are no off-lying islands to prevent a ship drifting in 
upon the beach ; whilst to the southward they are very nu- 
merous ; so much So that a drifting ship could hardly run ' 
*the gauntlet between them so as to reach the shore. 

The coast from Point Victory northward is considerably 
higher than that upon which we have been so many days ; 
the sea also is not so shallow, and tlfe ice comes close in j 
' to seaward all was heavy close pack, consisting of all de- 
scriptions of ice, but for the most part old and heavy. 

From Walls' Bay I crossed overland to the eastern shore, 
and reached my depot near the entrance of. Port Parry on 
the 5th June, after an absence of thirty -four days. Hence 
I purposed travelling alongshore to Cape Sabine, in order 
to avoid the rough ice which we encountered when crossing 
direct from Cape Victoria in April, and also hoping to ob- 
tain a few more observations for the magnetic inclination. 

The weather became foggy as we approached Prince 
George's Bay, therefore we were obligwd to go well into it 
before attempting to cross. We gained the land— upon 
the opposite side, as I supposed-^and which would lead us 
direct to Cape Sabine ; but when the weather cleared up we 
saw a long low island to seaward- of us, which puzzled me 
much. Eventually I found we had discovered a strait lead* 
ing from Prince George's Bay into Wellington Strait, about 
8 miles south of Cape Sabine. 

This discovery cost us a day's delay, and was therefore 
unwelcome, as we were then in daily expectation and dread 
of the thaw, which renders all travelling so very difficult ; an4 
we were still 230 long miles from our ship. In this strait 
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we found a deserted snow village of seventeen hats ; one of 
tnem was unusually large, its internal diameter being 14 
feet. The men soon scraped together enough blubber to 
supply us with fuel for our homeward march. Strewed 
about on the ice or in every snow hut were shavings and 
chips of fresh wood ; in one of them I found a child's toy 
— a miniature sledge — ^made of wood. No traces of natives 
were found upon either shore of this place, nor had I met 
with any since leaving the western coast of the island to the 
southward of Cape Crozier. 

Having passed through nearly to the eastern end of the 
strait, we cut oflF some distance by crossing overland, so as to 
reach the sea-coast 3 or 4 miles southward of Cape Sabine. 
A few willow grouse, two foxes, and a young reindeer were, 
seen. There was some vegetation upon the land, and ani- 
mals appeared to resort to this locality in tolerable abun- 
dance ; the contrast between it and the low, barren shore we 
had so recently come from was striking indeed ! 

Nothing can exceed the gloom and desolation of the wes- 
tern coast of King William's Island : Hobson and myself 
had some considerable experience of it ; his sojourn there 
exceeded a month ; its climate seems different from that of 
the eastern coast ; it is more exposed to north-west winds, 
and the air was almost constantly loaded with chilling fogs. 
Every^heYe upon the shores of the island I noticed boul- 
da^s of dark gneiss ; upon the west coast they were gener- 
ally small, and of a dark gray color. About the north 
part of the island Hobson found a good deal of sandstone, 
the probable result of ice-drift frgm Melville Island or 
Banks Land. 

. This land gives one the idea of its having risen within a 
recent geological period of th« sea — not suddenly, but at re- 
gular intervals ; the numerous terraces or beach- marks form 
long horizontal lines, rising very gradually, and in due pro- 
portion as their 'distance increases from the sea ; near the 
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shore they are^ of •course, most distinct. Upon the west 
coast some fossils were picked np, chiefly impressions of / . 
shells. 

King William's Island is for the most part eztremely 
barren, and its surface dotted over with innumerable ponds 
and lakes. It is not by any means 'Hhe land abounding^, 
with reindeer and musk oxen" which we expected to find ; 
the natives told us there were none of the latter and very 
few of the former upon it. - . 

• On the 8th of June the first ducks and brent. geese were 
seen flying northward. Passing ovej the extreme point of 
Cape .Victoria, Boothia Land, near which w© saw the de-, 
serted snow huts of our Macrch acquaintances, and shortly 
-afterwards crossing the mouth of the deep bay to the north 
of it, in which, sheltered by the island, a ship would find 
security from the ice pressure, and very tolerable winter 
quarters, we again reached the straight low limestone coast 
of Boothia Felix. 

I was unable to make any delay at the Magnetic Pole, 
nor could I find a trace of Ross' cairn ;* but at each of our " 
encampments along the coast the magnetic inclination was 
fcarefully oj>served. Throughout my whole journey I availed 
myself of every opportunity of obtaining these most inter- 
esting observations, often remaining up, after we had en- 
camped for rest, six or seven hours in order to do so ; but 
the instruments supplied for this purpose were not well 
adapted, and occasioned me a vast deal of labor and loss of 
time, so as to diminish to almost one- third the results I 
should otherwise have 'obtained. Much snow has disap- 
peared off the land ; and the ridges or ancient beaches, be- 
ing the parts most free from snow, showed out strongly in 

• This cairn, as well as the one built on Point Victory in 1830, was 
remorecl by the natives ; fortanately they had not visited Point Victory 
whilst the Franklui oaim und repord remained therd, otherwke neilher 
cairn nor record would have remained for as to discover. 
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long, dark, horizontal lines, rising above each other until 
lost to Tiew in the interior. Here and there a few fossil 
shells and corals were picked up, and four or fire willow 
grouse shot 

IZth June. — ^We passed from limestone to granite in lat 
71° 10' N. Here the land attains to considerable elevation. 
In the hollows of the dark granite rocks we found abund- 
ance of water, and also in a few places upon the sea-ice; 
it was quite evident that in another day or two the snow 
wonld altogether yield to the warmth of summer; birds 
were now frequently seen. 

We discovered a narrow channel to the eastward of the 
one between the Tasmania Group, through which we had 
passed with so much difficulty in April ; our new channel 
was covered with smooth ice, and was also much shorter. 

At one of onr depots lately visited, a note left by Hob- 
son informed me of his being six days in advance of me, 
and also of his own serious illness ; for many days past he 
had been unable to walk, and was conseqaently conveyed 
upon the sledge; his men were hastening home with all 
their strength and speed, in order to get him under the 
Doctor's care. We also were doing our best to push on, 
lest the bnrsting out of melting snow from the various 
ravines should render the ice impassable. 

On the 15th the snow upon the ice everywhere yielded to 
the effects of increased temperature ; I was, indeed, most 
thankful at its having remained firm so long. To make any 
progress at all after this date was of course a very great 
labor, requiring the utmost efforts of both the men and the 
dogs*; nor was the freezing mixture through which we 
trudged by any means agreeable ; we were often more than 
knee-deep in it. 

We succeeded in reaching False Strait on the morning 
of the 18th June, and pitched our tent just as heavy rain 
bttgan to descend; it lasted tUronghoot the greater part of 
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the day. After traveling a few miles upon the Long Lake, 
fnrther progress was found to be quite impossible, ^d we 
were obliged to fiaul our sledges up off^the flooded ice, 
and commence a march of 16 or IT miles overland for tiie 
ship. The poor dogs were so tired and sore-footed, that 
we could not induce them to follow us ; they remained about 
the sledges. After a very fatiguing scramble across the 
hills and through the snow valleys, we were refreshed with 
a sight of our poor dear lonely little ' Fox,^ and arrived on 
board in time for a late breakfast on the 19th^June. 

With respect to a navigable North-West. Passage, and to 
the probability of odr having been able last season to make 
any considerable advance to the southward, had the barrier 
of ice across the western outlet of Bellot Strait permitted 
U9 to reach the open water beyond, I think, judging from 
what I have since seen of the ice in the Franklin Strait,* 
that the .chances were greatly in favox of our reaching Cape' 
Herschel on the S. side of King William's Land, by pass- 
ing (as I intended to do) eastward of that island. 

From Bellot Strait to Cape Victoria we found a mixture 
of old and new ice, showing the exact proportion of pack and 
of clear water at the setting in of winter. Once to the 
southward of the Tasmania Group, I think our chief diffi- 
culty would have been overcome ; and south of Cape Yic- 
t^ria I doubt whether any fnrther obstruction would have 
been experienced, as but little, if any, ice remained. The 
natives told us the ice went away, and left a clear sea every 
year. As our discoveries show the Victoria Strait to be 
but little more than 20 miles wide, the ice pressed south- 
ward through so narrow a space could hardly have pre- 
vented our crossing to Victoria Land, and Cambridge Bay, 
the wintering place reached by Collinson, from the west. 

No one who sees that portion of Victoria Strait which lies 
between King William's Island and Victoria Land, as we 
ftaw it, cotfld doubt of there being bot one way of getting 
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« 
a ship throogh it, that way being the extremely bazial-dons 
one of drift through in the pack. 

The wide channel between Prince of Wales' Land and 
Victoria Land admits a vast and continuous stream of very 
heavy ocean -formed ice, from the N. W., which presses upon 
the western face of King William's Island, and chokes up 
Victoria Strait in the manner I have just described. I dp 
not think the North-West Passage could ever be sailed 
through by passing westward — that is, to windward — of 
King William's Island. 

If the season was so favoc^able for navigation as to open 
the northern part of this western sea* (as, for Instance, in 
1846, when Sir John Franklin sailed down it), I think but 
comparatively little difficulty would be ezperienced in the 
more southern portion of it until Victoria Strait was 
reached. Had Sir John Franklin known that a channel ex- 
isted eastward of King William's Land (so named by Sir 
Jolni Ross), I do not think he would have risked the beset- 
ment of his ships in such very heavy ice to the westward of 
it ; but had he attempted the north-west passage by the 
eastern route, he would probably have carried his. ships 
safely through to Behring's Straits. But Franklin was 
furnished with charts which indicated no passage to the 
eastward of King William's Land, and made that land 
(since discovered by Rae to be an island) a peninsula " 
attached to the continent of North America ; and he con- 
sequently had but one course open to hira, and that the one 
he adopted. 

Hy own preference for the route by the east side of the. 
island is founded upon the observations and experience of 
Kae and Collinson in 185.1-2-4. I am of opinion that the 
barrier of ice off Bellot Strait, some 3 or 4 miles wide, was 



* This obAnnel is now named after the iUuBtrlooj DftTig«tor, Admiral ' 
8ir John Franklin. 
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\he oii]y obstacle to oar earrying the ' Pox,' according to 
foij orl^nft] intention, sronth^ard to the Gh-eat- Fish River, 
passing east of King William's Island, and from thence to 
a Wintering position on Yictoria Land. Perhaps soffi 
fntare voyager, profiting by the experience so* fearfully and 
fiitally acquired by the Franklin expedition, and the obser- 
vatiens of Rae, ColKnson, and myself, may succeed in 
carrying his ship through from sea to sea : at least he will 
be enabled to direct all his efforts in the true and only 
Erection. In the meantime to Franklin must be assigned 
the earliest discovery of the North- West Passage, though 
not the actual accomplishment of it in his ships.* 

Saturday, 2nd July. — ^XJpon my arrival on board on the 
morning of the 19th June, my first inquiries were about 
Hobson ; I found hi«i iu a worse state than I expected. 
He reached the ship oii the 14th, ungible to walk, or even 
stand without assistance ; but already he was beginning to 
amend, and was in excellent spirits. Christian had shot 
several ducks, which, with preserved potato, milk, strong 
ale, and lemon-juice, completed a very respectable dietary 
for a scurvy-stricken patient. All the rest Were tolerabfy 
well ; slight traces only of scurvy in two or three of the 
men. The ship was as clean and trim as I could expect> 
and all had well and cheerfully performed their duties during 
tty absence ; hardly any game had been shot, except ohe 
bear. 

The Doctor now acquainted me with the death of Thomas 



* This will be nnderstood when it ii recoUectedTthat W. of Simpsoa's 
Straits or Victoria Land, a navigable passage* to Behring's Straits is 
known to exist along the ~coast of North America. Franklin himself, 
\rith his companion Richardson, surveyed by far the greater t>ortion of 
that distance. Franklin's and Parry's discoveries overlap each other ia 
longitude, and for the last thirty years or more the discovery of th« 
North-West Passage has been reduced to the discovery of a link uniting 
theiWo. 
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Blackwe]], ship's steward, which occarred only fi^e daja 
previously, and was occo^ioDed by scurvy. This man had 
scurvy when -I left the ship iu April, and no means were 
^t • untried by the Doctor to promote the recovery and 
rally his depouding energies ; but his mind, unsustained by 
hope, lost all energy, and at last he had to be forcibly taken 
lipott deck for fresh air. For raontbs past the ship^s spirits 
had been of necessity removed from under his control. 

When too late his shipmates mad^t known that he had 
a dislike to preserved meats, and had lived the whole winter 
upon salt pork I He also disliked preserved potato, and 
would not eat it unless watched, nor would be put on clean 
clothes which others in charity prepared for him. Yet hfs 
death was somewhat unexpected ; he went on deck as usual 
to walk in the middle of the day, and, when f9nnd*there, 
W41S quite dead. His remains were buned beside those of 
our late shipmate Mr. Brand. 

.The news of our success to the southward in tracing the 
footsteps of the lost expedition greatly revived the spirits 
of my small crew ; wd wished only for the safe and speedy 
return of Young and his party. 

Captain Young commenced his spring explorations on 
the Tth April, with a sledge party of four men, and a second 
sledge drawn by six dogs under the management of our 
Greenlander, Samuel ; finding in his progress that a channel 
existed between Prince of Wales' Land and Victoria Land 
whereby his discovery and search would be lengthened, he 
sent back- one sledge, the tent, and four men to the ship, in 
order to economise provisions, and for forty days journeyed 
with one man (George Hcflbday) and the dogs, encamping 
in such snow lodges as tbey were able to build. 

This great exposure and fatigue, together with extremely^ 
bad weather, and a most diflBcult coastline to trace, greatly 
injured his health ; he was compelled to return to the ship 
on '7th June for medical aid, but proposing at all hazards 
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'to renew his explorations almost immediately. Dr. Walker 
met this determinaiion by a strong protest in writing 
agamst his leaving the ship again^ his health being qnite 
nneqael to it ; bot after three days Young felt himself sonft- 
vi4iat better, and, with a zeal which knew no bounds, set ofif 
to complete his branch of the search, taking with him boHi 
his sledge parties. • . .7 

* From the Doctor's account I felt most anxious for his 
return, lest his health, ot that of his companions, should 
-receive permanent injury ; in fact this was now my only 
ea«se o^anxiety. The season was rather forward here, and 
advancing with unusual rapidity, rain and wind dissolving 
the snow and ice ; there was much water in Bellot Strait, 
extending from Half-way Island eastward to the table-land, 
an<| thence in a narrow lane to Long Island. After a day or 
two I could perceive a vast improvement in Hobson ; afd 
my own four men, with the exception of Hampton, who re- 
quired rest, were in sound health ; so also was my copi- 
panion Petersen. On 24th Jane Christian shot two small 
reindeer, which gave us 170 lbs. "of meatj a few days 
before that' he shot a seal, which afforded two sumptuous 
meals for all on board. 

The time having elapsed during which Young expected 
to remain absent,. and the difficulties of the transit from the 
western sea having become greatly increased, I set off early 
on the 2dth June with my four men, intending to visit Pern* 
mican Rock ; but failing to come across him there, I re- 
solved to carry on provisions as far as Four River Point, in 
the hope of meeting with him, and facilitating his return. 
To our surprise the water Tiad all drained off the frozen 
surface of the Long Lake, and it therefore afforded excel- 
lent travelling. We found the poor dogs lying quietly be- 
side our sledges ; they had attacked the pemmican, and de- 
Toured a small quantity which was not secured in tin; also 
some blubber, some leather straps, and a gull that I had 
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fifhot for a specimen ; hot they bad^ not apparently relhhed 
the bificait. Poor dogs! thefy have a hard life of itia these 
regions. Even Petersen, who i? generally kind and hiiniane; 
seeojs to fancy they must have little or no feeling : on« of his 
theories is, that you may kjiock an Efiqnimau^ dog aboat 
the head with any article, however heavy, with perfect hn- 
pbnity to the brutes. One of us upbraided him the other 
day because he broke his whip-handle over the head of* a 
dog.^ "Th^it was nothing at dll^" he* assured us: some 
friend of his in Greenland found he could beat his dogs 
over the head with a heavy bamaier, — it stunned -ihem cer- 
tainly, — bat by laying them with th6ir moaths opeti to the 
wind, they soon revived, got up and ran about "all righi.^^ 

We lost no time in giving thera a good feed, the first for 
fteven days, yet they d4d nfot seem unusually hui)gry,«and 
(H^n eoiled-themselves up to sleep again. Whilst the men 
and dogs were employed next day in conveying a sledge to 
the east end of the lake, I walked to Cape Bird to look oat 
for the absent party, but they had not yet returned to Pern- 
mican Rock. 

When vainly endeavoring, with felonious intentions, to 
climb up a steep cliff to the breeding-places of sonae silvery 
galls, I saw and shot a brent goose, seated upon an acces- 
sible ledge, and made a prize of four eggs ; it seems strange 
tliat this bird should hare selected so unusual a breeding- 
place. Many seals were basking on the i<!fe, and the water- 
coutse by which our sledges ascended a week before to the 
tiong Lake was now a strong and rapid stream. A few 
reindeer were seen. 

On the 27th I sent U'U'ee of the men back to the ship, and 
with Thompson and the dogs went on to Pemmican Rock, 
where, to our great joy, we happily met Young and his 
party, who had but just returned there, tifter a long and 
successful joiirhey the partrculana of which I will gXre h«fe- 
aftien 



Young was greatly reduced in flesh and strength, so much 
weakened indeed that for the last few days he had travelled 
on the dog-sledge ; Harvey — also far from well — could just 
manage to keep pace with the sledge; his malady was 
scurvy. Tfflh* journeys had been very depressing ; most 
dismal weather, lowj dreary limestone shores devoid of 
game, and no traces of the lost expedition. ^The news of 
Qor success ia the southern jemrneys greatly cheered them. 
Ob ^e following dfly we were all once more on board, and 
indulging in such rapid consumption of eatables as only 
those can do who have been much reduced by long-contin 
ued fatigue and exposure to cold. Yenison, ducks, beer 
and lei»oD-jiiioe, daily; preserved apples and cranberries 
fhre^ times a week ; and pickled whaleskin — a famous anti- 
«corbntl^< — ad libitum for all who liked it. The weather, 
which for the last week had been wet, windy, and miserable, 
BOW set in fjftir. The carpenter's hammer,' and the men'a 
iM9)ices at their work, were new and animating sounds. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

SigDS of releHse — Dearth of snimnl life — Owl is good beef— Beat out of 
winter qaorters — Our gaine4isi — Reaeb Fnrj Beach-^^eape from Be- 
geDt's lolet-^In Baffin's Bay — 'Captain Allen Young's jouroej— Disco; 
Fad disappointment — Part from our Esqaimaax friends — Adiea to . 
Greenland — Arrive home. 

To-DAT (2nd July) I took a long and delightful walk, 
but shot only two ducks ; Petersen went in another direc- 
tion, and got nothings Christian, after toiling all day in his 
kayak, returned with only two divers and a duck. Lately 
he has obtained for us seyeral king and long-tailed ducks 
(no eider-dncks have been seen); two red-throated divers, 
and two brent geese, and caught an ermine in its summer 
coat. Yesterday one of the men brought on board a trout 
weighing 2 lbs ; he saw a glaucous gull and a fox disputing 
for it ; the former seems to have killed and brought it to . 
land. 

The water now washes the south side of the Fox Islands, 
and extends to the south point of Long Island. The month 
of June has been somewhat warmer than usual, its mean 
temperature being +35^°. 

9th. — The ship has been thoroughly cleaned and re- 
stowed, remaining provisions examined, tanks filled with 
fresh water, 12 tons of stone ballast taken in, and every- 
thing brought on board that was landed last autumn. Hob- 
son is the only one upon the sick list ; but he is able to 
walk about and does duty. Very few birds, and only one 
small seal, have been obtained during the week ; an occa- 
sional great northern diver is seen, and a^arc land bird has 
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been shot We cannot discover the nests of ettber docks 
or geese, and the breeding clififs of tbe gajls being inacces^ 
sIMe, we have not got any eggs, I am a clpse prisoner at 
Ihe. eorner of my table, poring over my observation and 
abgle booki and have at length laid down apon paper th^ 
i*est COa$fc of King William's Land to my satisfaction. 
Tidal observalions are commenced; and the aneroid and 
^b^iKial barometers are again being compared in order to. 
, verify the former. 

Mth. Saturday nigJU. — We are now almost ready for 
sea. There is now a much larger space pf water in Bellot 
Starait, reaching within 300. or 400 yards of ns. Long 
cracks or lanea of water have been seen in Prince Regent's 
luiet. The decay of the ice continues, though not witb 
^nal sapidity, yet with very satisfactory despatch. Westerly 
winds and clear weather prevail: Christian has seen two 
reindeer this week], and has shot a very few birds, and seven 
seals. As these creatures lie basking upon the ice, he 
erawls up to them behind a small calico screen, fitted upoa 
a miniature sledge about a foot long, on which there is m 
re^t for the muzzle of his riSe, and a slit in the calico, 
through which he fires it. The seals afford an average 
wmgbt of tliirty pounds of excellent fresh meat, which wq 
relish greatly, and consider mnch better suited to oar pra- 
seut condition than such poor venison as reindeer would 
furnish at this season. A single hare has been shot ; thi 
white fur has *uearly all disappeared, and left exposed the 
summer coat of dull lead color. Several small birds not 
common to the northward are found hei^. Insects abound ; 
the Doctor is perpetually in chase, unless busily occupied 
in grubbing up plants. Young is surveying the harbor. 
Sobson fully occupied in preparing the ship for sea. I have 
been giving some attention to the engines and boiler, an<i 
hope, with the help of the two stokers, to be able to mako) 
nse of our steam powec. 
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The men faftTe receiTed my hearty Uaaks for tiieir grmiA 
ezertioDS daring the traveling period. I told them I oon* 
•idered every part of oar aearch to have been fully and eA« 
dently performed. Oar labors have determined the exact 
position of the extreme northern promontory of- the coKti^ 
nent of America ; I have affixed to it the name of Marehi* 
ton, after the distinguished President of the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society — the strenaoas advocate for this " fiirth€r 
search" — and the able champion of Lady Franklin wh^i 
she needed all the support which private friendship and 
pablic spirit could bestow. 

22r(f. — The ice in Prince Regent'a Inlet is broken up 
into pack, but the prevalence of easterly winds keeps it 
close npon the shore. The ice about us is very much de* 
eayed, holes through it in many places. No reindeer se^ 
tlus week, and only two seals procured ; one of them shot 
by Christian, the other was killed by a b^ar, which ran off 
before Samuel could come within shot of him. A fox, a 
gull, a couple of ducks, and one or two lemmings, complete 
our game list for the week, yet our two Esquimaux are inde- 
fatigable in the pursuit. We eat all the birds and seals wo 
can shoot, as well as mustard and cress as fast as we can 
grow it, but the quantity is very small. We sometimeg ?e- 
^^h ourselves with a salad of sorrel leaves, or roots of the 
little plant with lilac flower of snapdragon shape, named 
Fedicularis kirsuia. 

The seine has been hauled in the narrow lake at the head 
of the harbor, but as it was not well managed, only a dozen 
umall trout were taken, though several were seen. We have 
tried for rock-cod, but without success. The relics of the 
lost expedition have been aired, exhibited tp the crew, label- 
led, and packed away. The Doctor has been dredging lately. 
A lecord detailing our proceedings has been placed in a 
oaim upon the west point of Depot Bay. 

Is^ August — A loDg contiuuanoe of annsually oafaB, 
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brigbt, and.wBrm weather has been favorable to oar paint- 
ing and eleaniog the s];iip, scraping masts, and so forth. 
tfa^ result is that she looks nnasaally smart and gaj, and 
oar impatience to exhibit her, and ourselves at home U 
mach increased. With the exception of a few^gulls, and a 
dock, our banters have shot nothing lately, although cpn« 
stantlj out, either darting about in their kayaks or ranging 
orer the hills ; in fact there is nothing which thej can 
Bhoot; the ducks are tolerably numerous, but extremely^ ^ 
wild ; the valleys are respectably clothed with vegettition, 
yet only one animal — a hare — has been seen. I was so for* 
tun ate as to shoot a snowy owl, the flesh of which was white 
and tender, but to my palate, tasteless, although Petersen 
coiisiders that " owl is the best beef in the country." 

Ou Thursday night we found the harbor-ice to be quietly 
drifting out, of course taking us with it. The night was 
calm, the current la Bellot Strait was very strong : we were 
almost helpless under the circumstances, and therefore felt 
the da.pger of our position. To warp the ship along the ice- 
edge, out of the way ojf the shore and rocks as it turned 
round and drifted along the cliffs to the westward, gave us 
BOiae hours' occupation. At length it stuck fast between 
r^)x Island and the main. 

At turn of tide on Friday morning it began to drift east- 
ward, and by this time being much broken up, and a breeze 
coming to oar aid, we managed to extricate ourselves and 
reach a secure anchorage in Point Kennedy. 

On Saturday night some ice that was left came drifting 
out of the inner harbor, and obliged us to slip our cable ; 
but after a few hours we regained our berth in safety, audi 
have since been undisturbed. There is no immediate pros- 
pect of escape, but we expect a prodigious smashing up of 
the ice whenever a strong wind springs up to set it in mo- 
tion. TO'day the steam was got up, and with the help of 
QS^ two stokers I worked th« engines for a short timet. It 
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is very cheering to know that we slill have steam power at 
onr command, althoogb, by the deaths of poor Mr. Brand 
and Robert Scott, we were deprived of our engineer and 
engine-driver. 

The meaa temperature for July has been 40*^*14, which 
is above the average for this region ; the July temperatores 
have usually varied from 36° to 42®. 

All are now in good health, but Hobson still a little lame. 
The issue of lemon -juice has been reduced to the ordinary 
allowance of half an ounce daily (as we have but little .that 
is really good), lest another winter should beconae inevitable, 
which, I can devoutly say, may God forbid ! 

Monday niykt, Sth. — Very anxiously awaiting an oppor- 
tunity to escape. We have constantly watched the ice fifom 
the neighboring hills, including the lofty summit of Mount 
Walker — named after the Doctor, who was the first to ascend 
it (1123 feet) — ^from which Fury Point can be distinguished, 
but nothing very cheering has been seen. We had a N. B» 
gale, accompanied by rain and a considerable fall of the ba- 
rometer, a few days ago ; and as it blew freshly from the 
westward this morning, I went to a hill-top and saw that 
much ice had been broken up in Brentford Bay, and that 
there were streaks of water along the land between Posses- 
sion Point and Hazard Inlet ; this water, however, was not 
accessible to us. 

The ice about Peramican Rock was much in the same po- 
sition as we found it last year, but Bellot Strait was perfectly 
clear. All the ice iu this harbor, in Dep6t Bay, and Hazard 
Inlet, is gone, by far the greater part having decayed, not 
tirifted away. 

Later in the day and from loftier hill-topa, a good deal of 
water was seen off Cape Garry, and a water-sky beyond. 
It now blows very strongly from the S. W., the most desir- 
able quarter ; and as the anxious desire to escape has be- 
come oppressive, it is not to lie wondered at that now our 
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hopes have become extravagaTit. We may even make a 
start to-morrow I On the other h««d, a. careful exarainatioti 
of otn* provision store shows that, should we be obliged to 
spend another wi-nter .here, we must curtail our allowance 
of meat — afresh and salt — to three-quarters of a pound, and 
have to use bat very indifferent lemon-juice. The* spirits, 
I rejoice to say, will very shortly b^ entirely expended. 

On the morning^ of the 3d instant, when the rain ceased 
and N. E. gale sprang up, two claps of thunder were dis- 
tinetly heard ; this occurs bat very rarely in these latitudes. 
There is ample occupation for the men* but not much for the 
officers ; as for myself, I write a great deal, and work oeca- 
idonally at our chart of discoveries; the oBly refreshment I 
lodttlge ill is an occasional dive itvkfi packets of old letters. 
AU yesterday the harbor was full of ice set in by southerly 
and westerly winds, and so- closely paol^ed that one might 
have walked over it to the shore ; to-day it has nearly all 
drifted oat again. The subjoined list will show what gamt 
we have been able to obtain by constant and arduous labor 
from the resources of these regions during nearly two years* 
Bojonm. • 

Game List. 



8 Months in the Pack, 1857-8. 



Beu*. j Seals. I Bovekies. I Foxes, i 

2 73 I Sft I 1 



11 Months in Port Keniredy, 1858-9. 



Bean. peer. I Hares. I Foxes. I Ptarmi-| Wild ({ieals. 
gan. Fowl. 
2|8|0|l9|8a|M|l8 



At Port Kennedy several ermines and lemmings were also caaght. 
The ptarmigan all disappeared after 1st April. 
Only 2 dovekies were seen, I in winter and 1 in summer plumage 
A few seals were seen as early as the month of February. 
Ducks, gees«, and gulls, were the usu^l kind of wild fowl killed. 
During the four months occupied in sailing from Davis Strait to Bellot 
Strait, many looms and rotchies, and 5 or 6 bears were shot. 



Wednesday, lOtk. — The S. W. wind proved a good friend 
to us ; by the morning of the 9th it had moved the ice oflT 
ahore, and cleared away a passage for m out of Brentford 
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Bay. We started under stea«a «l eleven o'clock yesterdiay 
morQiDg, and, passing roand Long Islaad, made aaii along 
the laud towards Gape Qarry, there being a channel about 
3 or 3 miles wide between the pack and the 8lM>re. 

The.wind now failed us, and I experienced some tittle 
difficulty in the management of the engines and boiler ; tlia 
latter primed so yioleotly as to send the water over om lop 
gallant y^rd, and the ml valve of the condenser by some 
m^ans had got out of its seat, and admitted sir to the con- 
denser; but eventually we got the engines to work well, and 
steaiped across Gresswell Bay daring the night The pack 
rested against Fury Point, and an ea^t wind springing np, 
we made fast to a large grostnded mass of ice in Adelaide 
Bay, about i mile off akore, and in 3 fathoms water, at 
aleyen o'clock this morning. Having managed the enginea 
for tweoty-fonr consecutive honrs, I was not sorry to get ' 
into bed. We were hardly ogt of Brentford Bay when fb!*- 
mar petrels and white whales were seen ; tile first we havia 
noticed for eleven and a half months. . Dovekies ave lik&* 
wise abundaiit, and a seal has already been nAuxt, €reia> 
well Bay is perfectly clear of ice, but this -pale limestoD& 
land is the perfection of sterility, even with the rugged hills 
of Brentford Bay in lively recollection. 

Upon the east side of Port Kennedy the bones of whales 
were found in two places a mile apart from eaeh other ; the 
lowest of them was 180 feet above the sea, the seco^nd was 
more than 300 feet high. The latter I examined, and found 
a jawbone, two ribs, a joint of the vertebrae, and fragments 
of other bones, all more or less buried in the soil, and much 
heavier than the bones of a recent animal ; they lay within 
40 or 60 yards of each other, and upon a little flat patch of 
rather rich earth, a rocky hill above, and steep slope below ; 
•^they are also nearly a mile inland. 

Of the traces which we ha^e left behind us, the most con- 
sideipable are the graves of our two shipmatea within thot 
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westers point of o«r little harbor; they were tastefnlljr 
sodded roand, and planted orer with the usual Arctic flow- - 
ers. There is onr record in a conspicaons caifn at the w-est 
point of Depot or Transition Bay : we left also thfee cases 
of pemmican near the east end of the Long Lake, and our 
traveling boat near its west end, at the head of False 
Strait. 

Monday, 16/A. — Strong east winds, with ranch rain, have 
imprisoned us here for the last fonr days, and driven the 
whole paek close iti, completely filling up Cress well Bay. 
We remain fast to the grounded ice, which shields us from 
pressure, otherwise we should have been driven irretrievably 
on shore. A coaple more seals and a white whale have 
been shot; the latter measured 13^ feet long, and proved to 
be a female of ordinary dimensions, and of an uniforn; cream 
color ; the eyes are extremely small, and orifices of the ears 
scarcely large- enough to admit a crow-quill. We dined off 
steaks of the flesh, and prefer it to seal, which it very much 
reseojbles, but it is not quite so tender ; the skin is greatly 
prized by the Greenlandcrs as an antiscorbutic ; it is a sort 
of gristly gelatinous substance, nearly half an inch thick,* 
and possessing very little taste; fried and eaten with 
flsh-saoee, it reminded! me of cod sound, though not so 
good. 

The blubber fills two twenty-gallon casks; it produces 
oil of a quality superior to seal oil ; not an ounce of the 
flesh ot skin of this huge animal has been thrown &way, the 
men having a wholesome dread of scurvy, and unbounded 
confidence in ** blood-meat," such as this I The Doctor has 
picked up a few fossils very similar to those formerly 
brought home from Port Leopold. 

To our great joy the east wind died away this morning, 
and Immediately a west wind sprang up; which very quickly 
freshened to a smart gale. At four o'clock this afternoon 
W$ Were able to make sail, the ice having moved about 3 
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miles off shore. Passed within a mile of Far}r Beaeh two 
hoars afterward, and saw the framing of the house, the boats 
and casks very distinctly. 

n//i. — After passing Fnry Beach it fell calm; so we 
steamed up as far as Batty Bay. On Tuesday afternoon we 
were off Port Leopold, running fast, when thick fog vame 
ou,-and we got involved in loose ice, and seriously damaged 
our rudder. The boats and stores at Port Leopold ap- 
peared to remain as we left them last year. The flag-staff 
on the summit of the North-east Cape (over Whale Point) 
is still standing, but not erect. 

Fog and ice obstructed our progress during the night; 
but. this morning when I came on deck at eight o'clock, the 
day was bright, clear, and charming ; no ice visible, except 
about Leopold Island, which was now some miles behind ns. 
TjOwards evening the wind biftcame contrary. 

Sunday evening, 2lsi. — At sea — out of sight of land I 

On the 19th we were somewhat delayed by loose ice off 
Cape Hay, but by noon yesterday were close off Cape 
Burney, and whilst almost becalmed there, a mother bear 
swam off to us with two interesting cubs -about the size of 
very large dogs. Foolish creatures I a voUey of rifles de- 
cided their fate in a very few seconds. Not finding any 
whaling vessels off Pond's Inlet, the land-ice which shelter? 
the whales having all disappeared, we therefore concluded 
that the whalers had left in consequence, so, without seeking 
for them further south, at once changed our course for 
Disco. 

To-day only a few icebergs have been seen. There is a 
good deal of swell, so we tumble about. Roast v^Z has 
appeared amongst the delicacies of our table since the bat- 
tue of yesterday, and Christian has asked for a portion of 
the old bear to cacry home to his mother. Bear's flesh is 
really considered a delicacy in Greenland. 

2bth. — Becalmed off Hare Island, and getting the steam 
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ready. We are only 108 mijes fi-am GodharB, and tbe 
anxiety to clutch oar Letters has become intolerable. No 
paek-ice has been met with in our passage across Baffin's 
Bay, but many icebergs.. This morning the lofty snow-clad 
lanU of Noai*soak and Disco was beautifully distinct ; and 
at the same time the wind died a\^ay, leaving us, at least,, 
the opportunity to contemplate at our leisure their gloomy 
grandeur. 

2^th, — Steamed for ten hours last night. Fair winds and 
calms have alternated since then, but this evening we are 
within 20 miles, and hope soon to get into port. I have 
been reading over Young's report of his spring journey. It 
comprises seventy-eight days of sledge-traveling, and cer- 
tainly under most discouraging circumstances. Leaving the 
ship on the Tth April, he crossed the western strait to 
Prince of Wales' Land, and thence traced its shore to the 
south and west. On reaching its southern termination — 
Cape Swinburne, so named in honor of Kear-Admiral 
Swinburne, a much-esteemed friend of Sir J. Franklin, and 
one of the earliest supporters of this final expedition — he 
describes the land as extremely low and deeply covered witU 
8B0W,. the heavy grounded hummocks which fringed its mo^ 
notonous coast alone indicating the line of demarcation 
l)etwixt land and sea. To the north-east of this terminal 
cape the sea wag covered with level floe formed in the fall 
pf last year, whilst all to the north-westward of the same 
eape was p^ek consisting of heavy ice-masses, formed perr 
haps years ago in far distant and wider seas. 
. Young attempted to cross the channel which he discovered 
between Prince of Wales' Island and Victoria Land 5 but 
from the rugged nature of the ice, found it quite impracti* 
cable with the means t\nd time remaining at his disposal. 
Young expresses his firm convection that this channel is so 
DOBStontly choked up with unusually heavy ice as to be quite 
nnaaTigable ; it is^ in fact a continuous ice-Uream from.tb9 
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N. W. Hrs opinion coincides with my own, and with those 
of Captains Oraanney and Osborn, when those officers ex- 

' . plored the north-western shores of Prince of Wales' Land 
fc 1851. 

iPearing that his provisions might run short,* he sent back 
•one sledge with fonr men, and continoed his march with 

^>nly one man and tlie dogs for forty daysl They were 
obliged to build a snow-hnt each night to sleep in, as the 
1»nt was sent baek with the i^ien ; bnt latterly, when the 
weather became more mild, they preferred sleeping on the 
sledge, as the constructing of a snow-hut usually occupied _ 
them for two hours." Young completed the exploration of 
this coast beyond the point marked ppon the charts as Os-' 
bortt^« farthest, up nearly to lat. 13*^ N., but no cairn was 
found. Young, however, recognized the reraarkal)ly shaped 
conical hills spoken of by Osborn, when he, at his farthest^ 
in 1851, struck off to the westward. 

The coast-line throughout was extremely low ; and i«[|he 
thick, disagreeable weather which he almost constantly ex- 
perienced, it was often a matter of great difficalty to pre- 
tent straying off the coast-line inland. He coismenced his 
return on the 1 Ith May, and reached the ship on 7th <rf 
Jane, in wretched health and depressed in spirits. 

Directly his health was partially re-established, be, id 
spite of the Doctor's remonstrances, as I have before said, 
again set out on the lOtb with his party of men and dogSi 
to complete the exploration of both shores of the continua- 
tion of Peel Sound, between the position of the * Pox' and 
the points reached by Sir James Ross in 1849, and Lieuten- 
snt Browne in 1851. This he accomplished without find- 
ing any trace of the lost expedition, and the parties were 
again on board by 28th June. Th%ice traveled over in this 
last journey was almost all formed last autumn. 

The extefit of coast-line explored by Oaptain Yosng 
iaiiMunts to 380 miles, whilst that discovered by Hobson and 
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mjselfcimottfits lortetLAy It0 nxfles, ttMiklaf ft total of SO^^ 
geographic^ ttiles of new confit-Iiiie wfa^cU we hibTe latd 
down. 

Hobson's report is a minate record of all that occurred 
dnring his journey of fievcfuty^fotir days, and inelades a lirt 
of nW the reiics broagbt on board, of seen by blin. He sttf* ' 
fefed tery sdrerely in health : when orfy tea days oBt from 
the ship, traces of scarTy appeared ; when a month absent 
be walked latne; towards the hitter end of the joutney h^ 
#as compelled to allow htaraelf to be dragged npoa the 
sledge, not being able fo walk more than a few yards at a 
tiitae ; and on ttrrirfng at the ship on the 14th of Jnne, poor « 
Hobson was nnable to stand; How strongly this bears apos- 
l^e last sad march of the lost crews i And yet Hobson's 
fbod throa^hOQt the whole journey was pemmtcan of the* 
^eiry best quality, the most nutritions description of food 
that we know of, and varied occasionally by subh game aa 
thej^ere able to shoot. la spite of (his fresh-meat diet, 
scurvy advanced with rapid strides. 

After leaving me at Gape Yictoria, he says — " No difi- 
eulty was experienced in crossing James Ross' Strait. The 
ice appeared to be of but one year's growth ; and aHhongit 
it was in many places much crushed np, we eu^y found 
smooth leads through the lines of hummocks; many very^ 
heavy masses of iee, evidently of foreign formivtloii, hay» 
been here arrested in their drift : so large are they that, in 
the gloomy weather we experienced, they were often taken 
for islands. ^^ 

Ag«hi, at Gape Felix, he observes,**-*'* The presann of 
the ice is severe, but the ice itself is not remarkably heavy 
in chatraeter ; th^ shoalness of the coast keeps the Hne^of 
pFessnre at considerable djstance from the beaeh ; t^ the 
northward of the island the ice, as far as I could aee, mu 
Tery rough, and crashed up into large masses. '^ Here ve 
ii«ttoe the gradual change in the character of the iee ai 
11 
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HohsOB hit the Boottutn ahoTQ »|d.a4tMifi«d towards Yic^ 
toria Simit. The ''very heavy masBes of ice, erideoUj of 
foreign formation," had drifted in from the N. W. through 
M'Clare Strait ; Yietoria Strait was full of it ; and Hob- 
sen's descTi|Hiqn of the ice he passed ove^ clearly illustrates 
how Franklio, leaving elear water behind him, pressed his 
ships into the pack when he attempted to fovf^e through 
Victoria Strait. How very different the result migJU and 
^obably loould have beea4»ad be known of the existence of 
a ahip^ehannel, skeltered. by King William Island from thia 
tr^iAei^ous '* polar pack" I -^ 

. Hobfton left King William's Island on the last day of 
May, having spent thirty-one days on its desolate shorea. 
During that period one bear and five willow grouse were 
shot ; one wolf and a few foxes were seen. One poor fox* 
was eit^r so desperately hungry, or so charmed with the rare 
sight of animated beings, that he pleyed about the party 
until the dogs snapf^ed him up, although iu barne^Mud 
, dragging the sledge at the time. A few gulls were seen, 
but not nntil after the first week in June. 

I haye already explained how Hobson fon^ the records 
and the boat: he exercised his discretionary power with 
^ond jadgment, and completed his search so well, that in 
coning over the same ground after him, I could not discover 
any trace that had escaped him. 

I quite agree with him that there may be n^ay small ar- 
ticles beneath the snow; but that cairns, graves, or a^y 
conspicuous objects could exist upon so low and . uniform a 
shore, without our having seen them, Is almoH impossible. 

Sunday evening, 2d/A.->0alm, warm, lovely weather; 
mid we are thoroughly enjoying it in the quiet sf^uKty of 
Lively harbor, or Godhavn. Although Friday night was 
daric, we managed to find out the harbor's mouth, and 
slowly .steamed into iU The inhabitants were awoke by- 
Petefsen demanding our letters, but great indeed was our- 
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disappoiptmeut at findiag oaly a vtrj hw letiera and two 
or three papers, aud these for the officers only I It appeal^ 
that on the arrival of the whalers in early spring, the ice 
prevented their usaal eomoiunication with the settleinenty 
therefore the letters on board of them were anavoidably ear- 
xied northward. Some few, however, which came oat in* the 
' Traelove/ were landed at the neighboring aettlemetit €i 
Nonrsoak^ and from thence were sent back to Gh)dhaTn. 

I( is rather a nervous thing opening the first letters afbe% 
a lapse of more than two years. We received them in ooi 
beds at three o'clock in the morning ; and when we met at 
breakfast were able, thank God I to congratulate each other 
upon the receipt of cheering home news. Lady Ffanklin and 
Miss Cracroft wrote to me from Bonmemooth in March 
la^t. Tbey have traveled more than we have, I think, having 
visited almost all the countries bordering the Mediterranean 
and Black Seas, posted through the Crimea, and steamed 
up t^ Dannhe 1 I am much gratified to leant that I have 
been elected a member of the Royal Yacht Squadron during 
my absence. 

Yesterday morning I called upon the inspector, Mr. 
Olrik, who has been home to Denmark since I saw him last 
spring. In the autumn he took Mrs. Oh'ik and his family 
to Copenhagen, and had but just returned alone. He re- 
ceived me with his usual kindness, and promised me such' 
snpplitfi as we require. It so happens that none of my ex- 
pected business letters have arrived, so that I am not ac- 
credited in the slightest degree, nor is there any hint thrown ' 
out as to where I am to take the 'Fox.' Mr. Olrik gave 
me a large bundle of ' Illustrated London News,' which was 
exceedingly acceptable, and told us that Austria was at war 
with France and Sardinia. By the latest news a battle had' 
been fought and won by the latter Powers. Most fortu- 
nately a * Navy List,' had come ont to Hobson, otherwise I 
think we should have been utterly brokenhearted. We study 



iti pUges Aftflji and 4«llg1it in ti<>tteiDg iht ftdvftncement of 
eiir many friends. 

I8< Sept., Thursdny nighl, — At sea, on the passage, and 
already enjoying by anticipation, the pleasures of home ! 
Jive busy days were sfM&t in OoSh&vn, sapplying our little 
Wiml8, in afl lar as tbey eoald be supplied, including 100 . 
galliHia of light beer. The natiTes were very useful, the 
men bringing off v#ater, stone-ballast, and sand, and a 
^oop of Esqnimaax girls sorabbing the paintwork and the 
deeka« 

Sa<^ evening the men went on shore, taking with them 
a very ^limited quantity of rum-punch for the ladies, and 
flanoed for ai^Teral hoars in a large store ; whilst the officers 
find inyself ftpent'tbe time with Mr. Olrik or the. other 
DesvUib fe«tttemen-,-.Me8sr8. Andersen, Bulbrue, and Tyner. 
Nothing coald exceed their kindness to us, whilst their 
good huqiior. and their aaeedotes, sometimes expressed in 
quaint English, greatly amused us. We shall always fetain 
yery agreeable recollections of Godhavn ; twice has it been 
to us an Arctic home. 

Mr. Peterseti'a nieces^ tlie belles of the place, eame on 
board (Miss Sophia with scented earn brie handkerchief and 
gloves — ifi other respects, she adheres to the Esquimaux 
costume) ; they were pleased with the organ, although it is 
out of repair, and they sang together very sweetly for us. 
Otir Esquimaux shipmates, Christian and Samuel, wfte dis- 
chargedj and, by (heir own request their wages given in- 
charge to Mr. Olrik and Mr. Bulbrue ; they seemed to un- 
desfttattd the importance of huslmnding their wealth. Chris- 
tian said he thought it would not be all spent under three 
years. First of all he intended buying a rifle for his 
brother, and then some wood to build a house for himself. 

I was graitified very much when I heard them say that 
the men had treated them very well — " all tlie same as 
brothers j*' and they really seemed sorry to leave the ship j 
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they would come on board and look gravely abo^t at every 
thing as if regretting the coming separation. Even our 
poor dogs seemed to think the ship their natural abode ; 
although landed at the settlement, they soon ran round tho 
harbor to the point nearest the ship, and there, upon the 
rocks,^ spent the wbolo period of our stay. 

On Tuesday night we set off some fireworks on shore to 
amuse the natives, for I intended sailing next day, but tho 
wind prevented my doing so. The last day was spent i% 
the interchange of. presents between our Danish friends and 
ourselves; indeed, 'the sincere hearty good feeling wbick 
existed between every individual in the *Fox' and the in- 
habitants of the settlement was as grat^ing as apparent. 
Almost th6 only fresh supplies obtained nere were rock-cod 
and salmon-trout from Disco fiord. During our stay the 
weather was delightful ] indeed it was the first really fine 
weather they had experienced at Godhavn ^ring the pre* 
sent season, the summer having -been cold and wet. / 

lOth Sept., Saturday night. — To-day we passed to tbe 
eastward of Cape Farewell, but about 100 miles to th« 
aoath of it The last iceberg was seen to-day ; and notr 
we are running along swiftly before a pleasant N. W. breeze^ 
Hitherto we have had every variety of wind {»id weatler, 
from a calm to a gale, but generally the wind has been fti* 
Torable* The change of teniperature is already perceptible. 

ScSurday night, l*l£h Sept. — A week of favorable gale« 
has brought us from Cape Farewell to within 400 miles of 
Land's End, or about 1100 miles of distance. But soch 
rough weather is not pleaaant in so small a vessel, however 
much "like a duck" she may bt?; and our two years' sojourn 
in the still waters of the frozen North has made ns very 
susceptible of the change. ^ 
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CONCLUSION. 



• • Wb feailed all the wny home from Greenland, yet the 
•Fox' made the passage in only nineteen days^ arriving In 
the English Channel on the 20th September; on the even- 
ing of the 21 St I reached London (having landed at Ports- 
mouth), and raad^nown to the Admiualty the result of my 
voyage. 

On Uie 23d September the ' Fox' was taken into dock at 
Blackivall ; and, through the kindness and promptitude of 
the Lords o^the Admiralty, I was enabled on the 2Tth, 
when the crew were assembled for the last time, to present 
th'e Arctic medal to such of my companions as had not al- 
ready received it for previous Arctic service, and also to in- 
form Lieutenant Hobson that his promotion to the rank of 
Commander would speedily take place. 

I will not intrude upon the reader, who has followed me 
through the pages of this simple narrative, aYiy description 
of my feelings on finding the enthusiasm with which we 
were all received on landing upon our native shores. The 
blessing of Providence had attended our efforts, and more 
than a full measure of approval from our friends and conn- 
ti^ymen has been our reward. For myself the testimonial 
given me by the officers and crew of the * Fox' has touched 
me perhaps more than all. The purchase of a gold chrono- 
meter, for presentation to me, was the first use the men 
made of their earnings ; and as long as I live it will remind 
me of that perfect harmony, that mutual esteem and good- 
will, which made our ship's company a happy little comma- 
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dition. - ... 

The names I Jiave given to my discoyeries are, with the 
exception of those by which I h§ve endeavored to honor. 
' the members of the lost expedition, the names of active sop- 
porters of the recent sear^sh, and friends of Franklin and his 
companions, though inch nam^s are far from exbansting the 
nnmber of those who have the highest claimE| to distinction 
iOit both groiuids. 

It will be observed tliat P have refrained from repoating 
Daises whieh haxre already been commemwated by preceding 
eomraanders, and whieh therefore are already in onr charts. 
-Besides the individuals already mentioned in the n area tire. 
Sir Thomas D. Aeland, one. of the most zealous promoterB 
of the search, both in and out of the House of Commons ; 
Monsieur De la Roquette, Vice-President of the Geograph- 
ical Society of Paris, and author of an interesting bio- 
graphy of Franklin; Rear-Admiral Fitzroy; and Major- 
General Pasley, R. E., stand thigh amongst those whom it 
has been my privilege to honor. 

Although much talent has been brought to bear upon the 
deciphering of the letters found in a pocketbook near Cape 
Herschell (page 248 ante), yet, from their being so very 
much defaced by time, only a few detached sentences have 
been made out, and these do not in the slightest degree 
refer to the proceedihgs of the lost expedition. 

It will be seen that I have noticed (page 260) the dis- 
crepancy between the number of souls accounted for by the 
Point Victory Record, and the generally received opinion 
. that 138 individuals sailed in the ' tlrebus' and * Terror.' 

I am now enabled to state, on the authority of the Ad- 
• miralty, that only one hundred and thirty-four individuals 
left the United Kingdom, and of these five men subsequently 
returned ; one by H. M. S. ' Jlattler,' and four by the trans- 
port 'Baretto Junior;' so that only one hundred and 
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•Gtuallj entered tbe ice. The five iDYalids were — 

" Aobert Carr, Armoier. 

** James Elliot, Sailmaker. , 

«* trilWam Ahk^n, MfcrlD«. 

Twm H. M . EL < »f«l>4d/ T^mk» BIH, i^rnvftt. 

The relics we have broQgbt home hare h^tm depoifted bf 
the ▲dnirslt^ iri ^be United . Sefi ibe iofltttkliofi, and liow 
fatm a national Bienienlo^^tlie BK>«t liiriple «ad most tonofai- 
higw*«f those heroic nren who peria&td* iii the path of dntf , 
hot not QotM thegr had aehieYod the grand objeet of thrir 
roffg^ — ihB IH9c&ve9y of Ihe Norih^WM Famoffs. 

X«icfo<b IM iVbf. IMf 




WALRUSES A FAMILY PARTY. 

from a Sketch hy Captain Allen Young. 
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APPENDIX. 



No. T. 

A LETTER TO VISCOUNT PALMERSTON, K. G^., &c., s 
* . PROM LADY FRANKLIN. 

60 Pall Mall, D«pombfr~2« IfiU. 

Mt Lord, — ^ ,.::^ 

. I trast I may 4»e' ii^rmitted, MJt^,^. widow of Sir Jokm 
FruBVUOi to 4k%W the attention of Her Majesty's OOT^ror 
Bieot ta the unsettled state of a jqpiestioQ whieh a few 
ni(Hkths ago Was mider^ their consider ation, aod ta expresa a 
w^H-grouDded hope that a Sua] effort may ht made ti9 
luieertain the fate and reeoyer the r^roahis of ray hoahand's 
expedition. 

Yoar Lordship wili allow me to remind you that a Me- 
morial * with this object' in view (of whieh I endose a 
pdattd copy) was early in Jane last presented td, aad 
kindly receiyed by you. It had been signed within forlfi 
eight hoard by all the leading ttien of sdence then ia 
London who had an« opportunity of seeing it» and mtght 
h#ye received an indefinite angnientation of worthy nasftes 
had not the urgency of the qnestion forbidden delay. To 
the aboye names were appended those of the Arctic ofBoers 
who had been personally engaged in the search, and wh^ 
fthongh abstot, were known to be favorable to another 

• S«a Ai^peoiMx II. 

(266) 



266 APPENDIX. Ko. L 

effort for its completion. And though that united apj^ica- 
tion obtained no immediate result/ it was felt, and by no one 
more .strongly than rayselfrthat it never could be utterly 
wasted. 

I venture also to allude to a letter of ray own addressed 
to the Lords CommissJoncrsof the Ajioiiralty in April last, 
and a copy of which accompanied, I believe, the Memorial 
to your Lordship, wherein I earnestly deprecated any pre- 
mature adjudication of the reward claimed by Dp. Rae, on 
the ground that the fate of ray husband's expedition was 
not yet ascertained, and that it was due .both to the living 
and the dead to complete a search which had b^en hitherto 
pursued under the greatest disadvantage, for want of the 
clue which was now for the first time in our hands. 

The Memorial above alluded to, and my own letter of 
Hariier date, had not yet -received any reply, \^en, in the 
month of July, the Lords of the Adratralty eaased prompt 
inquiries to be made as to the possibility of equipping a 
Ahip at that advanced season, in time for eflbctive opera- 
tions in the field of search. The result was that it was 
t)rononnoed to be too late, and the subject was dismissed 
for that season. 

• 'Upon this I addressed a letter to the Board (of Whieh I 
Jbake the liberty to enclose a copy), respectfully showing 
that by this unftyrtutiate delay the opportunity had also 
been taken from me of sending out a vessel at my own cost^ 
a measufe which I had previously felt myself obliged to 
6tate to tiieir Lordships would bC the alternatire of any 
ad^rse dedsion on their part. I pleaded therefore, as Ui« 
only remedy for the loss of an entire summer season, that 
the route by Behriag Straits was by some of the most eom* 
petent Arctic officers considered preferable to the eastern 
Tonte, and tba^t the equipment of a vessel for this direoti^i 
need not take place before the close of the year. 

In reply, their Lor^t|W canaed me to be informed that 
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**iheY had ootne to the decision not to send any exp^ditkm 
to the Arctic regions in thd present year." 

This commanicalion, however, was in answer merely to 
my own letter. The Memorialists had as yet received no 
reply, and accordingly the President of the Royal Society 
pat a qnestiOa respecting the Memorial in the House of 
Lords at the close of the session, which drew from one bf 
Her ^Majesty's Ministers (Lord Stanley), after some pre- 
liminary observations, the assurance that Her Majesty's 
Government wpald give the subject their serions considera- 
tion daring the recess. I may be permitted to add, that, in 
the conversation which followed, Lord Stanley expressed 
himself as very favorably disposed towards a proposition 
made to him by Lord Wrottesley, that, in the event of ther^ 
being no Government expedition, I should be as^sted in 
fitting oat my own expedition ;. an assurance which Lord 
Wrottesley had the kindness to communicate to me by 
letter. 

But, my Lord, as nothing has occarrjed within the last 
few months to weaken the reasons which indoced the Ad- 
miralty, early in July last, to contemplate another final 
effort, and as they put it aside at that time on the sole 
groand that it was too late to equip a yessel for that sear 
ton, I triist it will be felt that I am not endeavoring to re- 
open a closed question, but merely to obtain the settlement 
of one which has not ceased to be, and is evei) now, under 
favorable consideration. The time ^has arrived, however> 
when I trust I may be pardoned for pressing your Lordsinp, 
^th whom I believe the question rests, for a deciBion, since 
by further delay even my own efforts may be paralyzed. '• 

I have cherished the hope, in common with others, that 

we are not waiting in vain. Should, however, that decision 

' vnfof tnnately throw upon me the responsibility and the cost 

«f sending ont a vessel myself^ X bi^g to assure your Lord^ 

ehtp tiia^;l shall not liiriid^, either fro^ that we^bly. r^ 
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q>on8ibnity, or from the sacrifiee of my entire ft^aihible 
fortune for the purpose, supposed as I am ia my coutIc* 
tions by such hif^h authorities as those whose opinions are 
*on reeord in your Lordship^s hands, and by the heiarty synn 
pathy of many more. * * 

But before I take upon myself so heary ah Obligation, it 
israybounden duty to entreat her Majesty VQorernment 
not to disreeard the arguments which have led so many 
competent and honorable men to feel that onr country^s 
honer is not satisfied, whilst a mystery which has excited 
the sympathy of the civilized world, remains uncleared. 
Nor less would I entreat you to consider what mtfst be the 
nnsatisfactomr consequences, if any endeavors should be 
made to quench all farther efforts for this object. 

It cannot be that this long-vexed question wpnld thereby 
be set at rest, for it would still be true that in a certain cit* 
cumscribed area within the Arctic circle, approachal)!^ 
alike from the east, and from the west, and surb to be at* 
tained by a combination of both movements, \hs the solu- 
tion of our unhappy countrymen's fate. While such is thil 
case, the question will never die. I believe that agaiu and 
again would efforts be made to reach that spot, «nd that the 
iJovernment could not look on as unconcerned speetatoni» 
nor be relieted in public opinion of the responsibility they 
had prematurely cast off. 

But I refrain from pursuing this argument, though. If 
any illustration were wanting of its truth, I thinic it might 
be found in the events that are passing before our eyes. 

It is now about two yeard ago that one of Her Majei^ty^ 
Arctic ships was abandoned in the ice. In due time thii 
ship floated away, was picked up by an American whaler, 
carried into an American port, and (all property in her haTb 
ing been relinquished by the Admiralty) was purchased of 
her rescuers by the American OoTemmeiit^ by whom B\m 
^as beeii lUTSshly re-eqtiipped,'«iid k now da her pUBUkge to 
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BJttgUnd, a free gift to the Queen. Tbe ' Resolute' is about 
to be delivered up in Portsmouth harbor, not merely in evi- 
dence of the cordial relation existing between the two coun- 
tries, but as a lively token of the deep interest and sym- 
pathy of the* Americans in that great cause of humanity 
in which they have so nobly borne their part. The resolu- 
tion of Congress expressly states this motive, and indeed 
there could be no other, as it is well known that for any 
other purpose but the Arctic, service those equipments would 
be perfectly useless and require removal. _ 

My Lord, yon will not let this rescued and restored ship, 
emblematic of so many enlightened and generous sentiments^ 
fail, even partially, in her significant mission. I venture to 
hope that she will be accepted in the spirit inVhiqh she is 
sent. I humbly trust that the American people, and espe- 
cially that philanthropic citizen who has spent so largely of 
his priva'te fortune in the search for the lost ships, an^ to 
whom was committed by his Government the entire charge 
of the equipment of the 'Resolute,' will be rewarded for 
this signal act of sympathy, by seeing her restored to her 
original vocation, so that she may bring back from the 
Arctic seas, if not some living remnant of our long-lopt 
countrymen, yet at least the proofs that they have pobly 
perished, 

I need not add that we have as yet no proofs, whatever 
may be our melancholy forebodings. That such is the fact, 
in a legal point of view, is shown "by a case now or lately 
pending in the Scotch courts, in which the right of succes- 
sion to a considerable property is not admitted, on account 
of the absence of all but conjectural testimony. In thi% 
aspect of the question I have no personal interest, but it is 
one that may not be deemed unworthy of your Lordship's , 
* attention, combined as it must be with the fact that our 
most experienced Arctic officers are willing to stake their 
reputation upon the feasibility of reaching the spot where so 



many secrets Ue haried, if odIj tbej are supplied with th^ 

adeqaate means. 

It would be a waste of words to attempt to refate agata 
the main objections that have been urged against a renewed 
search, as involving extraordinary danger and risking Jife. 
The safe return of our officers and men cannot be denied, 
neither will it be disputed that each succeeding year di- 
minishes the risk of casualty; and indeed, I feel it would 
be especially superfluous and unseasonable to argue against 
this particular objection, or against the financial one which 
generally accompanies it, at a moment when new expedi- 
tions for the glorious interests of science, and which every 
true lover of science and of his country must rejoice in, are 
contemplated for the interior of Africa and other parts 
which are far less favorable to human life than the icy re« 
gions of the north. 

But with respect to expenditure, I may perhaps be allowed, 
as I have alluded to that topic, again to call to your Lord- 
ship's attention that the ' Resolute ' is ready equipped for 
Arctic service by the munificence of another nation, and to 
add that other Arctic ships, equally well fitted for the pur- 
pose, are lying useless in Her Majesty's dockyards, along 
with accumulated Arctic stores brought back by the late 
expeditions, and therefore long since included in the navy 
estimates ; and which, besides, are available only for Arctic 
service, and, if sold, would be bought at only nominal 
"prices. In addition to the above sources of supply are 
those already existing on the Arctic shores, which are now 
stndded with depots of provisions and fuel, left from the last 

«id former expeditions, and fit as ever for use, because oi 
e conservative properties of the climate. 
But even were the expenditure greater than can thus rea- 
sonably be expected, J submit to your Lordship that this is 
a case of no ordinary exigency. These 135 men of the 
'Erebus' and * Terror' (or perhaps I should rather say the 



greater part. of. tbeiB, ^uee we do not yet know tbat there 
are no survivors) have laid down their liv^s, after sufferings 
doubtless of unexampled severity, in the service of their 
country, as truly as if they had perished by the rifle, the 
canaon-ball, or the bayonet. Nay more — by attaining the 
nppiherii and already-surveyed coast of America, it is clear 
t^at they solved tjie problem which was the object of their 
labors, or, in the beautifel words of Sir John Richardson, 
tbat *' they forged the last link of the North-West passage 
with their lives." .' 

Surely, then, I may plead for such men, that a careful 
search be made for any possible survivor, that the bones of. 
the dead besought for and gathered together, that their 
buried records be unearthed, or recovered from the hands 
pf the Esquimaux, and above all, that their last written 
words, so precious to their bereaved families and friends, be 
saved from destruction! A mission so sacred is worthy of 
a government which has grudged and spared nothing for its 
beroic soldiers and sailors in other fields of warfare, and wHl 
iurely be approved by onr gracious Queen, who overlooks 
none of Her loyal subjects suffering and dying for their 
country's honor. 

This, final and exhausting search is all I seek in behalf of 
the first and only martyrs to Arctic discovery in modem 
times, and it is all I ever intend to ask. 

But if, notwithstanding all I have presumed to urge, Her 
Majesty's Government decline to complete the work they 
have carried ou up to this critical moment, bpt leave it to 
private hands to finish, I must then respectfully request that 
measure of assistance in behalf of my own expedition whic^ 
1 have been led to expect on the authority of Lord Stanley, 
" as communicated lo me by Lord Wrottesley, and on that of 
the Pirst Lord of the Admiralty, as communicated to Colo- 
nel Phipps in a letter in my possession. 

It is with no desire to avert from myself the sacrifice o( 



my own fonds, which I derote witbout reserve to the objecl^ 
in Tiew, that I plead for a liberal interpretation of those 
commnnications, bat I owe it to the conBcientions and high- 
minded Arctic officers who have generously offered me their 
Berrices, that my expedition should be made as efficient as 
possible, however restricted it may be in extent. The Ad- 
miralty, I feel sure, will not deny me what may be necessary 
for this purpose, since, if I do all I can with my own means, 
any deficiences and shortcomings of a private expedition 
cannot I think be justly laid to -my charge. 

In conclusion, I would earnestly entreat of Her Majegty's 
Government, while this subject is still under deliberatfon, 
that they would be pleased to obtain the opinions of those 
persons who, in consequence of their practical knowledge 
and vast experience, may be considered best qualified to 
express them in the present emergency. And as it roust be 
in the ranks of those oEScers who would naturally be selected 
for command of any final expedition that these qualifications 
will most assuredly be found, I trust I may be pardoned for 
directing your Lordship's attention to the names (which I 
put down in the order of their seniority) of Captains <7ol- 
linson, Richards, McClintock, Maguire, and Osbom. AH 
these officers have passed winter after winter in Arctio-service, . 
have carried out those skillful sledge operations which have 
added' so much to our knowledge of Arctic Geography, 
and have ever, in the exercise of combined cpurage and 
. discretion, avoided disaster, and brought home their crews 
in health and safety. 

I commit the prayer of this letter, for the length of which 
gf. beg much to apologize, to your Lordship's patient and 
kind consideration, feeling assured that, however the burden 
of it may pall upon the ear of some, who apparently judge 
of it neither by the heart nor by the head, you will not on 
that or on any light ground, hastily dismiss it. Rather 
may you be impelled to feel that the shortest and surest 



waj to set the. importanate qaestion at rest, is to sabmit it 
to that final iDTestigation which will satisfy the yearnings 
of sarviving relatives' and friends, and, what is justly of 
higher import to yoar Lordship, the credit and honor of 
the country. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

Jane Fbankijn. 
The Bight Hon. Viscount Palmerston, K.G. 
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MEMORIAL TO THE RIGHT HON. VISCOUNT 
PALMERSTON, M. P., G.C.B. 

London, Jane 5tb, 1856. 

' iBfPRESSED wi'ja the belief that Her Majesty's missing 
ships, the 'Erebus' and 'Terror,' or. their remains, are still 
frozen up at no great distance from the spot whence certain 
relics of Sir John Franklin and his crews were obtained 
by Dr. Rae, — we whose names are undersigned, whether 
men of science and others who Have taken a deep interest 
in Arctic discovery, or explorers who have been employed 
in the search for our lost countrymen, beg earnestly to im* 
press upon your Lordship the desirableness of sending out 
an Expedition to satisfy the honor of our country, and 
clear up a mystery which has excited the sympathy of the 
civilized world. 

This request is supported by many persons well versed 
in Arctic surveys, who, seeing that the proposed Expedi- 
tion is to be directed to , one limited area on Zy, are of 
opinion that the object is attainable, and with little risk. 

We can scarcely believe that the British Government, 
which to its great credit has made so many efifoi^ in various 
directions to discover even the route pursued by Franklin, 
should cease to prosecute research, now that the locality 
has been clearly indicated where the vessels or their re- 
mains must lie, — including, as we hope, records which will 
throw fresh light on Arctic geography, and dispel the 
obscnrity in which the voyage and fate of our countrymen 
ctre still involved. 

Although most persons have arrived at the conclusion 
that there can now be no survivors of Franklin's Expedi- 
tioD, yet there are eminent men in our own country and in 
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America who bold a contrarj opinion. Dr. Kane, of the 
United States, for example, who has distinguished himself 
by poshing farther to the north in search of Franklin than 
any other individnal, and to whom the Royal Geographical 
Society has recently awarded its Founder's Gold Medal, 
thus speaks (in a letter to, the benevolent Mr. Grinnell) ; — 
*' I am really in doubt as to the preservation of human life. 
I well know how glad I would have been, had my duty to 
others permitted me, to have taken refuge among the Es- 
quimaux of Smith Strait and Etah Bay. Strange as it 
may seem to you, w& regarded the coarse life of these 
people with eyes of envy, and did not doubt but that we 
could have lived in ^comfort upon their resources. It re- 
quired all my powers, moral and physical, to prevent my 
men from deserting to the Walrus Settlements, and it was 
my final intention to have taken to Esquimaux life had 
Providence not carried us through in our hazardous escape." 

But passing from speculation, and confining ourselves 
alone to the question of finding the missing ships or their 
records, we would observe that no land Expedition down 
the Back River, like that which, with great difficulty, re- 
cently reached Montreal Island, can satisfactorily accom- 
plish the end we have in view. The frail birch-bark 
canoes in which Mr. Anderson conducted his search 
with so much ability, the dangers of the river, the 
sterile nature of the tract near its embouchure, and. the 
necessary failure of provisions, prevented the commence- 
ment, even, of such a search as can alone be satisfactorily 
and thoroughly accomplished by the crew of a man-of-war, 
.^to say nothing of the moral influence of a strong armed 
party remaining in the vicinity of the spot until the confi- 
dence of the natives be obtained. 

Many Arctic explorers, independent of those whose 
names are appended, and who are absent on service, have 
.ezpofessed their belief that there are several routes by whieh 
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ft «ereto-Teasel coald so closely approach Ahe area in qnes- 
tioa as to clear up all doabt. 

In respect to one of these conrses, or that by Behring 
Strait, along the coast of North America, we know that a 
single sailing vessel passed to Cambridge Bay, within 150 
miles of the mouth of the Back River, and returned home 
nnscath6d,-^its commander hating expressed his conviction 
. that the passage in question is so constantly open that ships 
can navigate it without difficulty in one season. Other 
routes, whether by Regent Inlet, Peel Sound, or across 
from Repulse Bay, are preferred by officers whose experi- 
ence in Arctic matters entitles them to every consideration ; 
whilst in reference to two of these Voutea it is right to 
stats that vast quantities of provisions have been left in 
their vicinity. 

Without venturing to suggest which of these plans should 
be adopted, we earnestly beg your Lordship to sanetion 
withonJb delay such an expedition as, in the judgment of a 
Committee of Arctic voyagers and Oeographers, may be 
considered best adapted to secure the object. 

We would ask your Lordship to reflect upon the great 
-difference between a clearly-defined voyage to a narrow 
and eSrcumscribed area, within which the missing vessels or 
their remains must lie, and those formerly necessarily ten- 
tative explorations in various directions^ the firequent alln- 
eions to the difficulty of which, in regions far to the north 
of the voyage now contemplated, have led persons nnao- 
qtminted with geography to suppose that such a modified 
and limited attempt as that which we propose involves far- 
ther riS'k and may call for future researches, the very 
Jiatare of the fornker expeditions exposed them, it is true, to 
risk, since regions had to be traversed which were totally 
onknowa ; while the search we ask for is to be directed to 
a cireomacrihed area, the confines of which have already 
bflm Maebfti wiiluMit diffieollys bj one of Her Majestjr^ 
Tcssels. 
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"Now, inasmuch* as France, after repeated fraiUess ^orts 
to ascertain the fate of La Perouse, no sooner heard of the 
discovery of some relics of that~ eminent navigator^ than she 
sent out a Searching Expedition to collect every fragment 
pertaining to his vessels, so we trust that those Arctic re- 
searches which have reflected mach honor upon onr country 
may not be abandoned at the very moment when an ex- 
planation of the wanderings and fate of onr lost navigators 
seems to be within onr grasp. 

In conelusioB, we farther earnestly pray that it may not 
be' left to the efforts of individuals of another and kindred 
nation, already so distinguished in this cause, nor yet to the 
noble-minded widow of our lamented fHend, to make an 
endeavor which oan be so much more effectively carried cot 
by the British Government. 

We have the honor to be, &c., 



F. Beaufort, 

R. T. MUROHISON, 

F. W. Beeohey, 
Wrottesley, 

E. Sabine, 
Eoerton Ellsmerb, 
W, Whewell, 

R. COLLINBON, 

W. H. Sykes 

C. Daubeny, 

J. Fergus, 

P. E. de Stzreleckt, 

W. H. Smyth, 

A. Majendie, 

R. FiTZROY, 

E. Gardiner Fishbourne, 
R. Brown, 

G. Macartney. 



L. Horner, 

W. H. FiTTON 

Lyon^ Playfaib, 
T. Thorp. 
C. Wheatstonb, 
W. J. Hooker, 
J. D. Hooker, 
J. Arrowsmith, 
P. La Trobe, 
W. A. B. Hamilton, 
R. Stephenson, 

J. E. PORTLOCK, 

C. PiAzzi Smyth, 
C. W. Pasley, 
G. Rennie, 
J. P. Gassiot, 
G. B. Airy, 

J. F. BURGOYNB. 
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Tbe following officers of the Royal Nary, who have been 
employed in the search after Franklin, and who are now 
absent from London, bare previoasly expressed themselves 
to be favorable to tbe final expedition above recom- 
mended : — 



Captains Sir Jamcs C. Boss, 

and 8ir Edward Belcher ; 
Commodore Kellett ; 
Captains Austin, 

Bird, 

Omannet, 

Sir Robert M'Clure, 

* ShERARD OSBORN, 

Inglefield, 



Captains Maguire, 

M'Clintock, and 

Richards ; 
Commanders Aldrich,- 

Mecham, 

Trollope, -and 

Cresswell ; 
Lientenants Hamilton 

and PiM, 
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No. III. 

LIST OP RELICS OP THE FRANKLIN EXPEDITION, 

Brought to England In the ' Fox,' by Captain M*Cliktocx. 

Relics brought from the boat found in lat. 69^08' 43" N.^ 
long. 99^ 24' 42'' W., upon the West Coitet of King. 
William Island, May 30, 1859 :— 

Two doable-barrelled guns, one barrel in eaph is loaded. Foaiid ttaad- 
iog up against the side in the after part of the boat. > 

A small Prajer Book; eover of a amall book of 'Pamily Prayers;' 
'Christian Melodies,' an inscription within the cover to " G. G." (Gra- 
ham Gore?),' 'Vicar of Wakefield;' a small Bible, interlined in many, 
. places, and with numerous references written in the margin ; a New Tes- 
tament in the French language. 

Two table knives with white handles — one is marked '' W. B. ;" a gim- 
let; an awl ; two iron stanchions, 9 inches long, for supporting a weather 
eioth, which wm rowid the beat 

26 pieces of silver plate — 11 spoons, 11 forks, and i teaspoons; 3 pieces 
of thin elmboard (tingles) for repairing the bout, and measuring 11 inches 
\y 6 iDohea, and 3«ldthi inch thick. 

Piece of canvas : — Bristles for shoemaker's use, bullets, short day t>ipCf ' 
foU of waxed twine, a wooden button, small piece of a port-flfe,. two 
charges of shot tied up in the finger of a kid glove, fragment of a sea- 
man's blue serge frock. Covers of a small Testament and Prayer Book» 
part of a grass ctgar-case,*f ragmen t of a silk handkerchief, thread-caae, 
piece of scented soap, three shot charges in kid glove fingers, a behed ' 
bullet, a piece of silk pocket handkerchief. Two pairs of goggles, made 
of stout leather and wire gause, instead of glass ; a sailmaker's palm, two 
■mail brass pocket compasses, a snooding line rolled up on a pieee of • 
leather, a needle and. thread case, a bayonet scabbard altered into a 
sheath for a knife, tin water bottle for the pocket, two shot poaches (foil 
of sh^. 

The spring hooks of sword belts, a gold laoe band, a piece of thin gold 
twist or cord, a pair of leather goggles with crape instead of glass; a 
small green crape veil. 

Two small packets of blank cartridge in green paper, part •f a eherry- 
stick pipe stem, piece of a port-fire, a few copper nails, a leather boodaoe^ 
a seaman's clasp-knife, two small glass stoppered bottles (full), three < 
glasses of spectacles, part of a broken pair af silver spectacles, Qeruan 
rilrer pencil ease, a pair of silver (?) foreepa, rach as a natnraliit might 



mm for holding or atisiag imaU laMoti, etc ; a small {Mdr of soisson 
roUod up in bUiik papor, and to whioh adhores a printed government paper, 
•veil aa aa ofloor'a warrant or appointment ; a f priog hook of a sword 
' h«l^ a bn*f ^argtr for holdiag twa oharges of shot 

A small boad parse^ pieoe of red sealing-wax, stopper of a pocket flask, 
Otrmaii silver top and ring, brass matchbox, one of the glasses of a tele- 
Mope, a small tin oyUnder, probably made to hold luoifer matches ; a linea 
bag of poronssion caps of tiiree sijtes, a rerj large and old-fashioned kind, 
stMipad ^ flastth't palsot;*' a cap witb a flange similar to the present 
maskot eaps nsed hj Govonuaonl^ bat smaller ; and ordinaiy sporting 
caps of the smallest sise. 

Fire watches. 

A pair of blue glass spectacles, or goggles, with steel frame, and wire 
ga«M MieireUBg the glasses, in a tin case. 

A pemmioan tin, painted lead color, and marked "E." (iSrebns) in 
black. From its sise it must hare contained 201b. or 231b. 

Two yellow glass beads, a glass seal with symbol of Freemasonry. 

A 4-ineh block, strapped, with copper hook and thimble, probably for 
the boat's sheet 

Belies seen in lat. 69° 09' N., long. W^ W W., not 
brought away, 30th of Maj, 1859 : — 

A large boat measuring 28 ft in extreme length, T ft 3 in. te breadth 
9^ ft 4 in. in depth. Tho markings on her stem were—" ZZi: W. Oon. 
SSI., APr. 184." It appeara that the fore part of the stem has been evi 
•way, probably to reduce weight, and part of the letters and figures re>- 
BSOTod. An oak sledge under the boat, 23 ft 4 in. long, and 2 ft wide y%- 
paddles, about SO fathoms of deep-sea lead line, ammunition, 4 cakes of 
WKWj ahoc^late, shoemaker's box with implements complete, email quMi- 
fkies of tobacco, a small pair of very stout shooting boots, a pair of Tcry 
beaTy iron-shod knee boots, carpet boots, sea boots and shoes— in all seven 
or eight psirs ; two rolls of sheet lead, elm tingles for repairing the boal^ 
nails of various siies for boat, and sledge irons, three small axes, a broken 
saw, leather cover of a sextant case, a chain-csble punch, silk handker- 
chiefs (black, white, and colored), towels, sponge, tooth-brush, haii^omb^ 
a mackintosh gun cover (maiked in paint "A. 12 **), twine, flies, knives; 
a small worsted^woik slipper, lined with calf-skin, bound with red riband ; 
a great quantity of clothing, and a wolf-skin robe ; part of a boat's saO 
of Ho. S eaisras, whale-line rope*with yellow mark, and white line with > 
red saavk ; 24 iron stanchions, S 1-2 inches high, for supporting a weather 
elatk round the boat,* a stanchion for supporting a ridge pole at a height 
oS t ft S in. abovn tho gunwale. 
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Belies faond abcNit Ross Oaim, on Pomt Tietovj, Mtij and 
Jane, 1859, brongtit away : — 

A 6-inch dip oirde by Bobinfton, marked I 22. A ease of medieine«| 
ConsistlDi; of 25 small bottles, caaister of pills, ointment, plaster, oiled 
lilk, ete. A 2-foot rule, two joints of the eleamng rod of a gun, aad two 
small copper spindles, probably for dog-vanes of boats. The. circular 
brass plate broken oat of a wooden gan-case, and engraved " C. H. Osmer, 
B. N." The field glass and German silver top of a 2-foot telescope, » 
eoffee canister, a piece of a brass cartain rod. The record tin and the 
record, dated 25th of April, 1848. A 6-inch doable frame sextant, on 
which the owner's name is engraved, " Frederick Hornby, R. N." 

Foniid iD a smali cairn on the sonth side of Back Bay : — 
A tin record case and record. 

Seen about Ross Cairn, Point Victory, not brought 
away : — 

Fonr sets of boat's cooking apparatus complete, iron hoops, 4 feet of • 
copper lightning conductor, hollow brass curtain-rod tnree quarters of an 
iseh in diameter, 3 piekaxes, 1 shovel, old eanvas, a pile of warm clothing 
and blankets 4 feSthigh, 2 tin canteens stamped "S9 Co., Wm. Hedges,'* 
** 88 Co., Wm. Heather/' and a third one not marked. A small pannlkin« 
made on board out of a 21b. preserved-meat tin, marked " W. Mi^rk ;" a 
Miall deal box for gun wadding, the heavy iron work of a large boitl^ 
past of a canvas tent, part of an oar sawed longitudinally and a blanket 
nailed to its flat side, three boat-hook staves, strips of copper, a 9-inch 
ifogle block strapped, a piece of rope and spunyarn. Among the eloih- 
ing was found a stocking miirked "W." green, and a frugment of tn4 
narked «W. S." 

Belies obtained at the Northern Cairn, near Cape Felix, 
May, 1859 : 

Fragments of a boat's ensign, metal lid of a powder-case, two eye 
pieces of sextant tubes, brass >utton ; worsted glove, colors red, whito 
and ^lue ; bung-stave of a marine's water keg or bottle, brass ornaments 
to a marine's shako ; brass screw for screwing down lid, also a copper 
hinge of the lid of powder-case; a few patent wire cartridges containing 
large shot ; part of a pair of steel spectacles, glass being replaced by wood, 
Slaving a narrow sHt in it : two small rib booea, probably out of salt pork ; 
six or eight packets of needles ,* small flannel cartridge containing ah 
ounce of damaged powder; a small, roughly made copper apparatus for 



oookiog ; tomt brimttoB* mfttohes ; pi«ee of wbite f«p«r fbld«d np fmwd 
in the North Cairo, two pike-beads, narrow strip of white paper, fmind 
nnder one of the tent places : their tent places were within a few yards of 
the cairn. 

Beside a tmall cairn, about three miles north of Point Victory, was 
a pickaxe, with broken handle; brought away an empty tea or coffee 
canister. 

Articles noticed about the North Caim, not brooght away : 

fragments of two broken bottles, several pieces of broken basins or 
caps, blue and white delfware, hoops of marine's water keg, small' iron 
hoops, fragments of white line, spun yarn, canvas, and twine; three 
small canvas tents, under which lay a bearskin and fragments of 
blankets ; two blanket frocks, several old mitts, stockings, gloves, pilot 
cloth, and box cloth jackets and trousers, large shot, piece of tobacco 
and broken pipe, metal part of powder-case, top of tin canister, marked 
'* cheese," preserved-potato tin, feathers of ptarmigan, and salt meat 
bones. 

Seen near Cap» Maria Louisa: 

Part of a drift tree, white spruce fir, 18 feet long, 10 inches in diame- 
ter; it appeared to have but recently (i. e. since thrown on the coast) 
been sawed longitudinally down the centre, and one-half of it removed. 

Kelics obtained from the Bootbian Esquimaux, near the 
Magnetic Pole, in March and April, 1859. 

Seven knives made by the natives out of materials obtained from tht 
last expedition, one knife without a handle, one spear-head and staff (the 
latter has broken off), two files, a large spoon or scoop, the handle of pine 
or bone, the bowl of musk-ox horn ; six silver spoons and furks, the pro- 
perty of Sir John Franklin, Lieutenants H. D. Vesoomte and Fairholme, 
. A. M'Donald, Assistant-Surgeon, and Lieutenant K. Couch (supposed 
from the initial letter T and crest a lion's head) ; a small portion of a gold 
watch-chain, a broken piece of ornamental work apparently silver gilt, a 
few small naval and other metal buttons, a silver medal obtained by Mr. 
M'Donald as a prize for superior attainments at a medical examination in 
iSdinburg, April, 1838 ; some bows and arrow?, in which wood, iron, or 
copper has been used in the construction — of no other interest. 
/ 
BBMABKS UPON THESE ARTICLES. 

The spear-staff measures 6 feet 3 inches in length, and appears to have 
beoB pa*t of a light boat's gunwale; U measured (before being partially 
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i^tinded to adftpt it to its present use,) about H ^7 If incbes, is made 
of English oak, and upon the 8id« has been painted white over g;reen. 
The spear^bead is of steel, riveted to two pieces of hoop, with bone be- 
tween, and'lashed on to the staff. The rivets are of copper nails. The 
. native who sold it said he himself got it from the boat in Fish River. 
Another spear of the same kind was seen. The knives are made either 
of iron or steel, riveted to two strips of hoop, between which the handle 
of wood is inserted, and rivets passed through, securing them together. 

The rivets are almost all made out of chopper nails, such as would be 
found in a oopper-fastened boat, but those which have oeen examined do 
not bear the Government mark. It is probable that most of the boats of 
the ' Erebas' and 'Terror' were built by contract, and therefore wonid 
not have the broad arrow stamped, upon their iron and oopper work. One 
small knife appears to have been a surgical instrument. A large knife 
obtained in April bears some marking, such as a sword or a cutlass might 
have. The man who sold it said he bought it from another, who picked 
it up on the land where the ship was driven ashore by the ice, and where 
the white people had thrown it away ; it was then about as long as his' 
arm. This was the first information he received of one of the ships 
having drifted on shore. One knife and one file are stamped with the 
broad arrow. The handles are variously composed of oak, ath, pine, 
mahogany, elm, and bone. The spoons and forks were readily sold for a 
few needles each, also the buttons, which they wore as ornaments on their 
dresses. Bows and arrows were readily exchanged lor knives. Pre- 
Tionsly to the stranding on the neighboring shore of the last expedition 
these people must have been almost destitute of wood or iron. Some of 
.them had even got only bone knives and spear-points. Some of their* 
sledges were seen, consisting of two rolls of seal-skin, flattened and 
frozen, to serve as runners, and connected together by cross-bars of bones. 
Many more knives, bows and buttons, similar to those brought away 
might have been obtained, but no personal or important relioi. 

Seen in a Snow Hut in lat. 70^ deg. N., 20th of April, 
1859, not brought awaj : 

Two wooden shovels, one of them made of mahogany board, some 
spear-handles and a bow of English wood, a deal case which might have 
served for a telescope or barometer. Its external dimensions were :— > 
length, 3 ft 1 in. ; depth, 3^ in. ; width, 9 in. ; two brass hinges re- 
mained attached to it. 
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BMcB obtaiDMl from the Esquimaux near Gape Norton, 
upon the East Coast of Kiag William Island, in Maj, 
1859: 

Two Ublotpoou ; upon one is •cntchod " W. W,/* os tbo other '< W. 
Q. ;" th«oo bear the FninkUn arett ; two table forki^ one bearing tha 
FrankUn oreK ; the other is also crested, probably Captain Crosier'B ; 
sUVersnith's name is '<L West;" two teaspoons, one engr«yed *'A« M. 
P." (A. McDonald), the other bears the Fairholme oreet and motto; ban-' 
die of a dessert kbifo, into which had been inserted » rasor (since 
broken off) by jyiUiken, Strand ; bnttons, wood and iron, were here in 
. srtrandanee, but as enough of these had alieadj been obtained, no m<Hie 
#ere purohased. 

Taken out of some deserted snow-hots near he^ some acnpe of dif* 
ferent kinds of wood, sneh aa oould not be obtained from a beat teak er 
Afrloan oak. 

Found lying about the skeleton, 9 miles "eaatWArd of Cape Heraoh^l, 
]fay,.1869:— The tie of blaok silk neekerohief; fragments of » donble* 
hreaated blue oloth waiateeat^ with eoTered ailfc button^, and edgfd witli 
bnid ; » sersp ot a eelored ootton shir^ iilk^eoverod buttons ^ Uuoelotk 
g;reat-coat,* a small olothefl4)ni8h ; a bora pocket-oomb^ a leaHMsm 
paoket«boek, which fell to pieoes when thawed and dried ; it eontaUied 9 
or 19 letters, a few leaves apparently blank ; a sixpence, dated 18S1 ; and 
n half-soT«reign, dated ISU. - 

ArtieUs seen among the natiyes at Cape Norton, not purehaoed : Bows 
made of wood, knives, unifonn and plain buttons^ a sledge made of two 
long pieces of hard wood. 

From beside an Bsquimauz stone mark, on the east side of Montreal 
Island : — Part of a preserTod-meat tin, painted red ; part of the rim of 
seme stsong eopper ease or yessel ; pieces of iron hoop, two pieces of flat 
iron, and iron hook bolt, a piece of sheet copper. 

Articles seen about a snow-hut near Point Booth, not purchased : 
Eight or ten fir poles, varying from 5 feet to 10 feet in length, the 
stoutest being 2^ inches in diameter. Two wooden snow shovels, about 
3i feet long, and made of pieces of plank painted white or pale yellow; 
it occurred to me that the pieoes of plank might hove been the bottom 
boards of a boat There was abundance of wood fashioned into smaller 
articles. 

Contents of Boat's Medicine Chest. 

One bottld labeled as sinzil?. R. pulv., full ; ditto, spirit rect, empty ; 
ditto, mpur. hydrarg.y seven-eighths full ; ditto, ol. caryphylL, one-fifth 
full; ditto, ipec. P. cc, full; ditto, ol. menth. pip., empty; ditto, liq.ani- 
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. mon. fort, three-qnarters fall ; ditto, ol. olivac, full ; ditto, tinct. opii. 
eamph., three-quarters full ; ditto, vin. sem. colch., full ; ditto, quarter 
full; ditto, calomel, full (broken); ditto, hjdrarg. hit. oxjd., full; ditto, 
pulT. gregor, full (broken) ; ditto, magnes. curb., full ; ditto^ camphor, 
full; two bottles tino. tolut., each quarter full; one bottle ipec. R. pair., 
foil ; ditto, jalap R. pulv., full ; ditto, seammon. pulv., full ; ditto, qainao 
bisulph., empty; ditto (not labeled), tinct. opii., three quarters full; one 
box (apparently) purgative pills, fall; ditto, ointment, shrunk; ditto; 
emp. a'dheslT., full; one probang, one- pen wrapped up in lint, one lead 
pencil, one pewter lyringe, two small tubes (test) wrapped up in Hat, one 
fjurthittg, bandages oil silk, lint, thread. 
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Morris, Sir Armine, Bart 6 

Murchi.HOu, Sir Roderick Jm- 

pey, G. C. St. S., President 

of 'the Roval Geog. Soc....:. 100 

Mnrray, Jolin, Esq 20 

N.4RRa. Fras , Esq 2 2 

Kewall, W. L., Esq 100 

Nicholson, Sir Charles 6 

N. J 2 2 

Norwood, collected at,, by a 

Lady .,.. 7 15 



Ommannet, Captain Erasmas, 

.R.N. 2 

Osborn, Sir George, Bart 10 

Paobt, a. F., E55 10 6 

Paget, C. H. M., Esq 110 

Pasley, Gen. Sir Charles W., 

K.C.B..* ; 10 

Second Sub.«»cription 10 

Third Subscription 6 

Pattison, H. L., Esq 60 

Pearce, Stephen, E.sq 2 2 

Phillimore, Captain, R.N 2 2 

Rgou, Fred., Esq 10 

Prescott, Vice-Adm. Sir Hen- 
ry, K.C.B * 5 

Rawnsley, the. Rev. Drnm- 

mond 6 

Raw nsley, Mrs., collected by.. 10 
Rawnsley, William, Franklin 
collected by, at Uppingham 

School 10 

Rayusford, Mrs 110 

Reynardson, H. B.,Esq 6 

Rogers, Lient, R.N 10 

Roget, Dr. P. M :... 6 

Roper, George, Esq 6 6 0- 

Ross, Rear-Adm. Sir Jas. C... ^10 

Rupert's Land, Bishop of...... 6 

Sabinb, Major-General 25 

Sadler, W. F., Esq 10 10 

Sefton, the Countess of 10 

Sheailey, W., Esq 2 

Shell, Sir Justin 6 

Shewell, John Tulmin, Esq... 5 6 

Simpson, J., Esq., R.N 1 10 

Skey.Dr 2 2 

Smith, Eric E., Esq 2 

Smith, John Henry, Esq...... 10 10 

Smith, Osborn, Esq 2 2 

Smith, Archibald, Esq 5 5 

Sparrow, James, Esq 6 

St. Asaph, the Bishop of 10 

St. David's, the Bishop of 10 

St. Selger, A. B 5 

Staioton, J. J., Esq .S 3 

Statham, J. L., Esq 110 

Stephenson, Robert, Esq 20 

Stirling, Cammander, R..N... 10 

Strzelecki, Count P. de 25 " 

Swinburne, Rear-Admiral ... 30 

Sykes, Col., M.P 6 

Taylor, William,^Esq 6 00. 

Tenuant, James, E.xq 2 

T. H., collected in shillings by. 2 

Thackeray, W. M., Esq 5 

Thompson, J., Esq 110 

Tindal, Commander, R.N 2 2 

Tinney, W. H., E.-<q., Q.C 20 

Tite. W., Esq., M.P 50 

Trevelyan, Sir W. C, Bart... 40 

Trevelyan, Lady 10 

Trevilian, M. C, Esq 2 2 

Trollope, Commander, R.N... 2 2 
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PREFACE. 



It has been a <»tiiw of deep regret with the antlior and 
publisher of this Narrative, that the circnrastanees referred 
(0 in the last chapter of the book, bare delayed the pnbli- 
eatioB. • As some passages in this Tolume sire rerj ranch 
at variance with the common siccotinte we have of the 
temper and character of Dr. Kane, and likewise reflect 
somewhat on his conduct as a Nav<i^ 'Oommander, It Wonlif 
have beet( more satisfactorj if these changes had appeared! 
dating thd Doetor^a lifetime. JBnt the explanations ^ven 
hf Oodfreff hfiiiBelf show that the eArMer pnblieatfon of hia 
t><k>k waa impossible ; howevcfr anzioiiBly be ihight desire 
to vindicate himself, and to remove the ataini altited to hi^ 
ebtracter by the unfavorable mention made Of hrm' itr Dr. 
Kane's book. It may be remiiriced that^ if Dr. Kane 
were now living, he oonid not repel Godfrey's charges 
without a negation of his own statements. Be has fttWf 
Admitted) id his Joarnal, the most matiiriat ftu^s connected 
with thfllt eijrtraordinary affaif-^the attempt td takeGod*- 
ftef^ Hfe* ' Be has not only related those faetjs ^ftiftctly, 
aod with very little difference fro^ €k>dfrey'ff o^ iiceodnt; • 
iMt he has related thras in a iMioer' whk^ seMur ia etfH 
fin poJbUc approbation. Thii iaat-meaHoned dromiMiMV 
1» (6) 
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satisfies ns that Dr. Kane thought that he was doing his 
duty on that occasion. Perhaps very few persons who 
read his book attentivelj will come to the same conclusion. 
The circnrastances to be considered in connection with this 
matter are : 1. That Godfrey had formerly been dismissed 
by his Commander, ivith pe^miision tp ffturn to the United 
States. Did this permlssibn release ^ini from his compact 
to serve for a certain term on board of the Advance f 2. 
When, under the pressure of starration, he returned with 
his companions, to solicit relief from Dr. Kane, did thia 
fctura xen^w his original obligations anJ restore htm to his 
former position on board of the vessel ? • 3. Could he rea- 
sonably be suspected of an intention to desert in such a 
country as Northern Greenland and in the midst of an Arctic 
winter? If h^ did desert, in such circumstances, would 
liis example be likely to be followed by others oi the brig'a 
company ? 4. Was his return to the vessel with a load of 
provisions such an act as m%ht be expected from a de- 
serter f 5. Was the Comitiand^ jofitified in ahooting a aiai 
for a mere refusal to come 09 bo^rd ? 6. It appears that; 
aecording to the cofitraet made with the seaoien beforei 
^eir departure from New York, the strict regulations of 
the Naval serviee were to be dispensed with on this £Lip6* 
ditioa ; the discipline of the brig could not, therefore, 

iustify the CommaQder in resortiirg to such an extreme 
measure as shooting a. man to enforce an order. , 

. But, as the time has past when Dr. Kane could be held: 
responsible for this act, we are disposed to consider it .at 
an error of the judgment ; and it may be easier to excaee 
^him on that soore than to overlook the deliberate wrong- 
which ke has dond to WilUamC. Godfrey by makiag vag«a 
•bargea of dellnqiaeacy against this man, who appoar«, eivas 
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from the Doctor's own statements, to nave oeen the constant 
friend and benefactor of the whole brig's companj. 

It is a remarkable fact that Godfrey appears, in the 
Doctor's narrative, only as a half-pardoned criminal, even 
when accounts are given of signal services performed by 
him at the imminent hazard of his own life I And yet we 
have found scarcely any specification of a fault of sufficient 
magnitude to call for a private reprimand*; nevertheless, 
this unfortunate person has beei> rebuked by his command- 
ing officer before the whole world, and he may even be 
handed down to posterity as an object of distrust and 
abhorrence. 

The death of Dr. Kane does not make it less incumbent 
on our author to clear himself from uijdeserved censure. If 
any of the Doctor's fellow-voyagers, who profess so much 
love and reverence for the Doctor's memory, can show how 
Godfrey merited the harsh treatment he has received, they 
can do so as easily as Dr. Kane himself could, if he were 
now alive. 

Although the two parties to this singular controversy 
occupied very different positions on board of the exploring 
brig Advance, at the bar of the American public there is 
no recognizable' distinction between Elisha K. Kane and 
William C. Godfrey. We feel confident that the decision 
of the public in this case will be in accordance with the 
dictates of ''even-handed justice." 

The merits of this work, as a complete and circumstantial 
history of the last Arctic Exploring Expedition, will be 
acknowledged, we think, by every^ candid apd intelligent 
reader. 

Philadelphia, May 30, 1857. ^ 




pobtbah of dr. kaiti. 




WM. C. GODFREY. 
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EXPEDITION — THE AUTHOR'S PARTICULAR INDUCE- 
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It is not very easy for people in general to under- 
stand the motives which impePsome men to undertake 
toilsome and dangerous enterprises, without much rea- 
sonable expectation of fame or profit. In exploring 
ezpeSitions, as well as in warfare, the commander and 
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his principal officers obtain nearly all the credit ; and, 
if there are any emoluments or spoils, th^ commonly 
have the '' lion's share" of these also. I have nothing 
to say against the propriety and justice of this arrange- 
ment ; but while the honors and rewards due to great 
undertakings are distributed in the manner just speci- 
fied, it may be difficult for some people to conceive 
why any man should consent to play a subordinate 
part in those undertakings — assuming a full share of 
the dangers and inconveniences thereof— -without any 
prospect of celebrity or pecuniary recompense. 
«^ In the last arctic voyage of Dr. E. K. Kane and his 
company, I served on board of the exploring brig, 
^^ Advance^** in the humble situation of a sailor "before 
the mast." Or, to speak more correctly, I shipped 
with the understanding that I 8h\)uld be required to 
perform the duties which properly belong to that ob- 
scure station. Thus far the agreement was punctually 
fulfilled by the contracting parties on both sides ; for 
I received the regular wages of a man Jbefore the mast, 
and nothing more; and I executed all the tasks which 
a seaman in my situation could be expected to perform, 
to say nothing of many other tasks and services which, 
were purely gratuitous on my part. 

In order to become an arctic sailor, with the pay of 
eighteen dollars per month, I quitted a far more agree- 
able employment, which afforded me more than three 
times the amount of compensation just mentioned. 
This, of course, will be considered as a fair examgle of 
that worldly wisdom for which sailors are not remark- 
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able; but it would be doing some injustice to Jack's 
general reputation to make my individual imprudence 
a mere illustration of a professional trait, seeing that 
I wad not a regularly trained seaman, but adopted the 
mariner's vocation only as the means of gratifying mjr 
unconquerable love of adventure. When I determined 
on making a voyage to the polar regions, I had no 
thought of acquiring glory ^ no notion of writing a book 
of travels after my return, no expectation of seeing my 
name in print ; and could I have entertained such fan> 
cies, ihei/ would not have been a sufficient inducement 
for me to submit to all the risks and sacrifices which 
this voyage w<U2Jd require. To come to the point at 
once, I was led, by a romantic taste for whatever is 
strftnge and marvelous, to visit a region which seemed 
to be enshrouded in mystery, and which was supposed 
to contain many scenes and objects that have no coun- 
terparts in any other quarter of the world. In addi- 
tion to this motive, a feeling of national pride and pa- 
triotic enthusiasm prompted me to assist in an enter- 
prise which, as I believed, would add new lustre tp the 
glory of my country. 

I expected to meet with many dangers and hard- 
ships in my arctic travels, but these anticipations gave 
me little uneasiness; for I placed much, reliance on my 
personal strength and pjowess, and on my powers of 
endurance. Nature had given me a tall and muscular 
frame, and habit had inured me to the extremes of heat 
' aiid cold. I felt an assurance, therefore, that I should 
be able to perform all the laibors, and to endure all tho 
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hardships, which mj datj as an arctic sailor would iim 
pose on me. 

It is needless to deny that there was somewhat of 
youthful audacity, somewhat of a restless craving after 
novelty and change, mingled with the better impulses 
which engaged me in this enterprise, the results of 
which have been calamitous to some of my fellow-ad- 
venturers, and particularly so to our commander him- 
self. Possibly some of us may have been made wiser 
and better men by the lessons of adversity which we 
received during our wanderings in the realms of per- 
petual ice ; but (moral and mental improvement out of 
the question) I do not know that any^jf us received 
much individual benefit from the voyage. Several of 
my comrades lost their lives, in consequence of their 
unparalleled sufferings in the polar climes. Dr. Hayes 
lost his toes, which were frozen and afterward ampu- 
tated; and two or three others of our company met 
with similar misfortunes. But my loss appears to be the 
most afflictive' of all ; for I find, with equal sorrow and 
surprise, that I have lost some reputation by my con- 
nection with this enterprise. On this painful topic, I 
shall have more to say hereafter. 

Dr. Kane himself was singularly unfortunate; al- 
. though, in some respects, he appeared to be most 
highly favored. It is stated that some booksellers have 
reaped immense profits from the sale of his narrative ; 
and they are probably the only persons to whom this 
arctic voyage has been profitable, so far as money 
matters are concerned. Dr. Kane, as I understand, 
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.d'oa l^ut mdiffierently remunerated, in dny wajr, (excej^t- 
:ing thfi complimentary notice of the newspsipei: press), 
.for the eminent serviees he uadimbtedlyo'endered to 
the public. His untimely death gave his ^countrymen 
an opportunity to express their gratitude by funereal 
demonstrations ; and I should speak of his obsequies 
with unalloyed gratification, were it not commonly re* 
ported and believed that even these '^ empty honors 
to the dead," were contrived by speculating ingenuity 
,tQ answer the purpose of an advertisement, and to pro- 
.inote the sale of a book ! 

. I have hinted, somewhere above, that when I con> 
-menoed my voyage to the frozen ocean, I bad no in» 
tention of emb^rrkbg afterward on the still ntore eheei*' 
Jess sea of authorship*. Such a project as writing a 
book never presented itself to my mind until I disco v* 
ered that my conduct as a seaman, and mj moral chat 
ractef itself, had been, in some measure, assailed by 
publications already made. 1 hope that the public is 
disposed to believe that the reputation of a '^ oommon 
Bailor*' may be of some value — to himself, at least— es^* 
pecially if it is his sole inheritance and the sum total 
of his earthly possessions. I ccnnplaln not of the nega> 
tive injustice which may have been done me by with- 
holding the credit to which I consider my services 
fairly entitled, but I consider myself bound to repel- 
any •statements which may be construed as affecting 
my character as a man and a seaman. 

Nevertheless, I do not flatter myself that the vin- 
dication of an obscure individual like myself would ob- 
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of greater lUfporfiaBce and more general interest. I 
bare, therefore, prepared a narratire of the events of ^ 
the OrinneH Exploring Expedition, irhieh I ean consei- 
entioosly reeommend to the pnllie as a fiiithfbl and 
true aocount of that enterprise ; and, in some respects, 
the most^ complete account that has ever /been pnB- 
lished. No one can deny that the several narratives 
of this expedition which have already appeared, are 
somewhat contradictory and irreconcilable. I have ho 
doubt, or I wish to believe, that the authors of these 
variouki narratives Intended to isolate f^cts'aslheyoc- 
cared ; bitt, in WHfte instanoes, their metilCKti^ appear 
to have failed them, or ^ey were iiot ebrre<^ hh 
formed in relation to fnaCt^s whibh did not cdme iinder 
their own personal observation. Daring the whole pro* 
oess of exploration by Dr. Kane^s party, Ii^s engaged, 
withoat interdrissidn, in the most active duties. I was, 
therefore, an eye-witness of alfnoiiit eve^y impdrtssit 
event connected with these exploratici^s. I have iio 
•motive for misrepresentation ; and I believe tliat my 
memory is sufficiently retentive to enable me to relate 
eve^y notable adirenture of our party pr^isely as it 
took place. At all events, I shall be careM to do no 
injustice to any man, living or dead, in the couki^e of 
my recitaL 
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CHAPTER II. 

^BJISOT OF THE BXPEDITXON — WUERS TUB EXPLQRATXOK 
If AS TO BE CARRIED ON — GREENLAND — ^A FRIGHTFUL 
COUNTRY— LAND TRAVEUNG IN THE POLAR RSQX0K6 
— DOG SLEDGES— NAVIGATION OF THE ICY SEAS-^DAN- 
GBROUB SAILING — ^THE AUTHOR'S YIKWB RESPBCXIira 
THE FATE OF SIR JOHN FRANEJiIN AND HIS PARTY — 
TRIBUTB TO LADY FRANKLIN— THE ABSURDITIES OF 
ARCTIC EXPLORATION — QU^ER FANCY OF A GREAT IX- 
PXA^RBR — THE author's PLEBEIAN NOTIONS. 

Before I begin »y oarrative of the Grinnell Expbr- 
iug Expedition, I wish to give the reader a elear under > 
standing of its objeots. Ostensibly, the principal de< 
sign was to search aifter the* missiiig navigator, Six 
John Franklin, concerning whose '' mysterious fate" so 
much has been said and written, and in whose behalf an 
abundance of public sympathj and many thousands of 
dollars have been expended to little or no purpose. It 
was conjectured that Franklin and his companions, or 
their mortal remains, might be found in some part of 
Greenland, or in the adjacent seas; and acoordin^y 
those localities were to be the scenes of our explor u^ 
operations. Greenland is an extensive region, whidi, 
for the most part^ is a mass of rooks, interspeiBod witb 
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glaciers or rirers of ice, which hare a alow progressiTe 
motion toward the 8ea« The most southern point of 
Greenlknd is Cape Farewell, in lat. 69*^ 49', Ion. 43° 
54'. Concerning the northern and eastern coasts, very 
little is known. Greenland was formerly supposed to 
be a peninsula attached to an arctic continent; but 
recent disfioreries make it appear that this region is a 
group of two or three large islands, surrounded by 
several smaller ones. The neighboring seas, bays, and 
sounds are, at all seasons, more or less encumbered 
with ice ; and, at some particular times in the year, 
are totally unnayigable. The climate of Greenland is 
intensely cold, especially in the more northern lati- 
tudes, and during the arctic night, which lasts for seve- 
ral months. Greenland belongs to the Danish govern- 
ment, which has several trading stations on different 
parts of the coast. There are many Exquimaux settle- 
ments scattered over the country. Some of the Es- 
quimaux are partly civilized, having become so by con- 
stant intercourse with the Danish settlers, wbo supply 
them with European commodities in excbange for skins, 
blubber, &c. 

The northern parts of Greenland are not inhabitable 
even by the Esquimaux themselves*, who are fitted by 
nature and habit to endure more cold than any other 
human beings on the face of the earth. The surface 
of the country is top rough to afford any facilities for 
traveling; and the neighboring waters when frozen 
over, as they generally are, present similar obstacles, 
M the ioe is full of boulders, hummocks, bergs, and 
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Other obstructions. The usaal mode of traveling on 
land and on the ice is in sledges drawn by dogs. No 
other vehicle and no other draught animals <!balJ be 
used, probably, in these localities; and the dog-sledgd 
conveyance itself is liable to many inconveniences. 
The Esquimaux dog, used for this purpose, is neither 
large nor powerful. A team of six or eigUt dogs can * 
transport a moderate load over the snow or ice, 8t the 
r^ate of from fifty to sixty miles per day, provided the 
route is favorable ; but when the track is very rough, 
as it often is, the strength of the dogs is wholly unequal 
to the task of dra\\ ing the pledge. In these ciroum* 
stances, the driver must dismount and assist his team 
by pushing behind and lifting the sledge over the ine- 
qualities of the road. 

The navigation of the polar seas and sonnds is a& 
tended by still greater difficulties, tfnd is never free from 
danger. When there is a track open for the passage 
of the ship, it is generally a sort of canal (techniotflly 
called a " lead") with an icy embankment on each side. 
One of these embankments, called the ^Mand ice,-' is 
usually stationary, being part of a largemass of ice 
many miles in extent, and connected with the shore. 
The other side of the canal, or ^Head," is generally a 
movable body of ice, called a "floe," which is often 
driven by the wind or tide witb, treifiendous force 
against the land-ice, closing up the canal or lane of 
open water, and sometimes crushing an unfortanato 
ship which may happen to be sailing therein. The ice 
on both sides of the canal, or *Mead," is often twenty 
3* ' - 
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or thir^ foot in Iieigbt, above the level of the water ; 
tnd th% ^^fioe/' or movable body of ioe, ia commonly 
of imnftnte msgnitude, so that its momenttim, when it 
is Bet in motion by the tide or wind, is irr6U6tiUe« 
The stoutest ship must inevitably be crushed, if caught 
between the icy masses. Ships intended for arctic 
'navigation are built in a pai^ticular style, the hull 
being wedge-shaped, so that when pressed on each 
side by approaching masses of ice, the vessel is forced 
upward, and thrown on her beam ends on one of the 
icy platforms. This .is the only contrivance which 
oottld save a vessel from being brolcen to pieces, in 
audi oircmastances. 

I need not remind my readers that the navigation 
of a sea which is imitated by powerful winds, is always 
dan^ntMis ; but sailing on an ice-encttmbered sea, snch 
as I have described, is perilous in the highest degree. 
In this ease, you are surrounded by breakers of the 
most formidable character — ^breakers of ice which are 
»03HB to be dreaded than the ^' insidious rook," because 
the latter lies still, and may be avoided by the skillfal 
managem^^oLihe vessel ; but the uncertain motions 
of the masses of ice in the polar seas, often make a 
collision widi them -unavoidable. Very often, the arc- 
tic navigator is menaced with destruction on all sides ; 
the tomltipKcily of^dangers distracts his attention, and 
makes, him powerless and inactive at the very moment 
when all his energies should be aroused. 

In short, the dangers of arctic navigation are so 
great and so complicated, that we should not wonder 



Id ttny haas of life or say dsBtrtiotioQ <»f sliips. ^igaged 
ia that servioe; on tba contrary, every eMcape^^of %}» 
arctifi Toyager appears to be aliooat miracaloas. ^ te^nc 
there was a> good, deal of iBain&mtj exhibited by those 
ejqperienped old sAamen, who. affected to eonaider that 
itc VBS almokt inaipossLble that Sir John Frmnklia and 
his coo&pany shoald have peri&hed whik moling their 
pcdar ejaplorations* My own limited experteiice con- 
irinoea me that^ nothing conld be more probable than 
the total deetraetion'of Franklia's party before v the 
exfaratioii of their third year in that most inhospitable 
«liikiat«u If,, as Ba?. SLane seems^ to have 0«f>posed^ 
aooiB of their party might still hare been living in the 
northern regions of Greenland, at the beginning of the 
yefflp 1858, they; most have acquired an aptitudo for 
liviog in ice qmte aa wondedcd as the salamander^s 
flopposed ability to live in fire* Granting that Erank- 
lin attd His 6om||any might ha.ve obtained a snffioieht 
supply of prot^ons to miaintain themselves for seven 
01^ eight years • in anoh a coontry as northera Green- 
landy how would they have supplied themselves with 
&el audi <^hev appliances to keep ti^j^bua finom 
ftecmg in a climate where the temperaftS^for the 
greatest part of the time, is firon^ 40^ to«55^ below aero ? 
Time, tAiey might have used tbm ships and. boats for 
flvewood, hut even that supply woah^ net liave lasted 
the whole time* We burned about half of the Advemee 
and) her cembustible eqaapmeats ia a single winter, 
and- with all that waste of valuable burning material, 
our men suffered excessively from the eold. 
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* I dploot believe that there was a single soryiirior of 
Fr^nl|^'s party in 1858 ; and I do not consider that it is 
presAptaous for me t^ say so, in opposition to the ex- 
pressed opinions of some distinguished navigators ; be- 
cause I am satisfied that these ^* old salts" were prompted 
to express such opinions by the warmth of their feelings, 
and not by the sober dictates of their judgment. A 
very amiable sympathy for Lady Franklin, (that rare 
and admirable Penelope of modern times,) influenced 
several experienced naval officers, familiar with the 
perils of arctic travel, to express hopes which they 
could not have felt, in order to administer consolatioA 
to that bereaved lady who is so unwilling to believe in 
her own widowhood. 

A ^'common sailor," conscious of his privilege as an 
American freeman, takes the liberty to declare his 
solemn conviction that any polar expedition in search 
of Sir John Franklin, after the year 1846, must be 
considered as a futile enterprise, in which haman life 
was exposed <o unnecessary hazard. No man can re» 
gret the fate of Sir John Franklin more than I do— *no 
man cu^^^^reater admiration for the conjugal de- 
votion onBRray ; but I cannot approve pf the sacrifice 
of maii2 lives in the prosecution of needless searohes 
which can afford no Velief to the. lost commander, and 
no satisfaction to his widow, whose agonizing suspense 
is merely protracted by these unprofitable inquiries. 

I strongly suspect that the most distinguished arctic 
navigators have generally been men of ardent tempersr 
mcnt, whose generous enthusiasm more than c^inter^ 
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balanced tbeir rational and reflective pow^. ju; is, 
impossible, in any other way, to account foivjiie feck*- 
less hardihood with which these undertakings ^^ been 
repeated, in pursuit of objects which were too evidently 
unattainable, and which, if accomplished, might not 
have been of sufficient value and importance to deserve 
the efforts which have been made for their attainment. 
Of course, in this connection, I do not speak of the 
search after Capt. Franklin, for thatwas^an object on 
which too much time, labor, and money could not be 
expended, while there was any hope of success. But 
the arctic seas have been explored for several other 
objects, not one of which, if attained, could have been 
of much practical utility to mankind, on account of the 
difficulties which beset the navigator of those seas 
at every stage of his progress. The discovery of a 
shorter route to the East Indies,, via the Arctic seas, 
is the most rational object that ever engaged the atten- 
tion of polar navigators ; but what would avail a shorter 
route, if it were found to be impracticable, or if tra- 
velers by the new route were liable to be frozen up for 
two or three years while on their pa^M^^^ 

One of the arctic explorers (GapMHI^P^onsiders 
that the successful navigator of the icy o^^ would 
be well remunerated for all his -toils and dangers, by 
having it in his power to boast that he had placed his 
foot on the pivot of the earth's axis ! I have seen the 
time (while journeying in the neighborhood of the polo) 
when it would have pleased me much better to place 
my foot on a warm stove-plate, or in a pile of hot 
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^ We beeB the apc^ of Captaio liutty's m^ 
kiluto^cut lam-^ plobebo^^a; mere J^aok«t«^r;-•lld 
«f covfii?; oannot I^ expected to appreoiaU the noble 
mspixaili'ott} of an fMseompliahad gentleman.Mil a nawi 
^cer of higb rank^ like Oaptab Pexty. 
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